
What writer am I?
by Javorne Campbell - Thursday, 27 October 2022, 8:48 PM
Number of replies: 0
I am a journalist, professionally trained in Print, Radio, Television, Social Marketing and Public Relations. 
Outside of being a journalist I am also a creative writer with a passion for writing in the Vincentian venacular and saying what everyone dares not to say in the form of poems, monologues and short skits. I would love to one day be able to have a collection of my work published so others could have access to it.


Sample of my writing
by Javorne Campbell - Thursday, 27 October 2022, 9:05 PM
Number of replies: 8
Black and Ugly
 
This is not who I want to be,
But that's all they see.
How can that be,
When there's so much more to me?
I am a beauty, a masterpiece!
But to them, I’m Black and Ugly!
 
I'm more than my skin colour
It's my badge of honour
It's not about the glamour
But it has become my armour
When they say I’m Black and Ugly!
 
I am fierce,
I am bold,
I am brave,
I am extraordinary,
Not Black and Ugly!

In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Nammu Griffiths-Johns - Friday, 28 October 2022, 10:19 AM
you have a genuine raw tone to this poem Javourne thanks for sharing, made me think of my niece who was told she wasn't perfect because she isn't black enough (she is mixed raced and only 4) i think beauty is whats on the inside regardless of the amount of melanin in skin. makes me sad that there are people ugly enough in the world to spread hate and discrimination that's the true ugliness! i wonder if this poem could be extended and flipped so that you show the ugliness of the haters sort of exposing that the reason for their hate is more to do with their rotten core than anything to do with you because black is not ugly people are. maybe the next stanza could confirm your last stanza by stating black is beautiful or ending on I am black and beautiful. I feel like you could write a very powerful poetry book look forward to reading more of your work. 

In reply to Nammu Griffiths-Johns
Re: Sample of my writing
by Javorne Campbell - Friday, 28 October 2022, 10:54 AM
Thank you Nammu, it is indeed unfinished. I wanted to get it out there before the weekend. I’ll continue working on it.
 It is truly sad that there are people out there like that who live to make others unhappy with their words. Keep speaking words of encouragement to your niece and I hope like me she grows to love herself despite what others may say.

In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Nammu Griffiths-Johns - Thursday, 10 November 2022, 1:39 PM
sorry for late reply these threads confuse me i cant work out who i'm replying to half the time. Thank you Javorne i will definitely do my best.
i really enjoyed your extended poem and the self love one is great! i was thinking on branding and thinking that affimation poetry would be worth exploring as a pitching point on your collection.

Re: Sample of my writing
by Javorne Campbell - Sunday, 13 November 2022, 5:54 PM
Thanks Nammu.

I do agree with you on the affirmation poetry.
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In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Paul Wright - Friday, 28 October 2022, 3:06 PM
Your background is interesting.
Are you keen to use this module to explore the possibility of a poetry project?
Do you have poets who you think you write in a similar way to?

Could you share some of your previous experience with the group?

Paul

In reply to Paul Wright
Re: Sample of my writing
by Javorne Campbell - Tuesday, 1 November 2022, 9:19 PM
I am very very intrigued with the idea of doing a poetry project. I have never compared or looked closely at my style in comparison to other poets really.

I worked in radio and television for just under 4 years where I was the host of a radio programme for a few years. I wrote news stories for television, presented on television as well as did video editing and the likes for television. Worked at one of the country’s newspapers as well. Media was where I always thought I’d end up because I love the media and love bringing information to others. I love telling stories so I did focus a lot on feature articles. I’ll have to try and find maybe one of my pieces online to share.

In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Richard Temple-Purcell - Tuesday, 1 November 2022, 8:32 PM
Powerful stuff! To me that reads as performance poetry - the rhythms and rhymes need to be on a stage. As you already said, it feels unfinished, but can't wait to see where it goes. Keep that fire and venom!

Sure it could fit in a strong published collection, but in the meantime, get that to a slam! LOL

In reply to Richard Temple-Purcell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Javorne Campbell - Tuesday, 1 November 2022, 9:14 PM
I’m actually leaning towards doing a collection of poetry and maybe pitching the idea as a complete book. It’s been an idea I’ve had for a very long time, maybe this module might push me to realise it.

Working on finishing this piece as it’s very personal and dear to me. I would love to be able to perform my pieces one day on a stage.
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In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Sample of my writing
by Paul Wright - Wednesday, 2 November 2022, 5:13 PM
Can you identify potential publishers?
As a thought experiment you might want to look at Parthian https://www.parthianbooks.com/



Extended Poem
by Javorne Campbell - Thursday, 3 November 2022, 11:52 PM
Number of replies: 7
I have completed my previous poem and will add the completed version below. I have been looking for Publishers to possibly carry my work of poetry and as Paul suggested I had a look at Parthian Publishers and think I could possibly use them to publish my book of poems. I am also working on other poems to pitch. 
 
Black and Ugly
This is not who I want to be,
But that's all they see.
How can that be,
When there's so much more to me?
I am a beauty, a masterpiece!
But to them, I’m Black and Ugly!
 
I'm more than my skin colour
It's my badge of honour
It's not about the glamour
But it has become my armour
When they say I’m Black and Ugly!
 
They laugh in my face
They call me names
My tears never leave a trace
My back is always braced
For what will cause you shame
To them, I’ll always be Black and Ugly!
 
Look at me,
What do YOU see?
Am I black and Ugly,
Or am I a beauty?
Do you see what I see?
Not just Black and definitely not Ugly!
 
I am fierce,
I am bold,
I am brave,
I am extraordinary,
Not Black and Ugly!
 
 Here is another poem that I have written recently.
 
Self-Love
 
Loving YOU,
All of YOU,
In every shape or form,
Does not make YOU selfish.
 
Love on YOU everyday
No matter what others say
YOU need the same love you give to others,
YOU deserve it all.
 
Take care of YOU!
You’ve got to!
No one else is going to.
YOU can’t pour from an empty cup!
 
Make YOU a priority!
Be all YOU can be!
At the end you’ll say,
I’m the best version of ME!
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In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Extended Poem
by Paul Wright - Friday, 4 November 2022, 3:16 PM
As a thought experiment then: what would the collection as a whole look like? Can you place your work in relation to work of other writers -- this might be part of any pitch.

In reply to Paul Wright
Re: Extended Poem
by Javorne Campbell - Sunday, 6 November 2022, 2:48 AM
The collection on a whole would be reflective pieces based on self reflection, and personal experiences. It would be pieces that anyone can relate to, with different pieces touching on beauty, self love, bullying, jealousy, envy and about stepping out of each with your head held high.
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In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Extended Poem
by Paul Wright - Sunday, 6 November 2022, 4:26 PM
Can you place your work by referring explicitly to other writters?

In reply to Paul Wright
Re: Extended Poem
by Javorne Campbell - Monday, 7 November 2022, 2:36 PM
I have never looked at my work in comparison to others so at this point I am unsure if my writing is similar to any other poets out there. I will however, for the purpose of this course have a look online to see if I find pieces that are similar in context or style to mine.

In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Extended Poem
by Paul O'Toole - Wednesday, 9 November 2022, 6:57 PM
Two powerful pieces of writing that go hand in hand with one another. I particularly enjoyed the self love poem as I agree whole heartedly. There are always going to be those who try to tear somebody down whether it is because of your appearance, the amount of money you have or your upbringing. All that matters is that you know who you are in your heart. The others laugh and scorn because they do not know themselves, so it is easier to project their insecurities than to be honest with themselves and accept the flaws within them.

In reply to Paul O'Toole
Re: Extended Poem
by Javorne Campbell - Wednesday, 9 November 2022, 7:40 PM
OMG!!!
 You have perfectly summarised exactly what I was trying to evoke with my poem. I am happy that at least one other person beside myself was able to draw from the poem it’s true purpose. Thank you so very much for this, this is the inspiration I needed to continue putting my thoughts and feelings on paper and not just have them floating around in my head (I tend to get on my head a lot). I will push on. Again thank you for your summarisation.

In reply to Javorne Campbell
Re: Extended Poem
by Paul O'Toole - Thursday, 10 November 2022, 12:08 AM
Keep up the good work! There will always be somebody out there who will read something you have wrote and feel inspired. You might just make somebodies day, or even somebodies life for that matter. There is nothing more powerful and inspiring, for me, than writing from the heart that touches on overcoming the obstacles that life brings. I think messages such as these are very important and it helps people to understand that the are not on their own and there is a way to overcome whatever it is somebody may be going through.

All the best and good luck with your work!











Book Proposals: A Template


Author/Editor

Name: Javorne Williams

Position: Author

Contact Address: Lampeter, Wales

Telephone Number: +44 736 0329776

Email Address: misssvg04@gmail.com


Details and Outline

Proposed Title: Thoughts Within


Brief Outline of the Project’s Scope and Contents:
(Include Section Headings where appropriate)

My book of poems will be a collection of my thoughts that others could relate to. A lot of us go through things and periods in life where we feel like we have no one to talk to or there is no way out of what we are experiencing, with these poems we will all find one or maybe two that would feel like we are being spoken to directly.

There is no set table of contents at this point as the poems are a work in progress and would be listed when all are completed and can be organised as a whole.




Rationale

Why should your book be published?

This book should be published because there is someone out there, somewhere who needs to read the words that are written. Someone needs the encouragement that the poems in this book is offering and the motivation to continue to push themselves to go on. We all need these poems because they are geared towards those who are in need of that extra push to make it in life.



What is its likely audience?

The likely audience is anyone who has self-doubt or is not feeling at their best and want that extra motivation to carry on with life despite not feeling great about themselves.


What are your particular credentials for developing a project of this sort?

I am a professionally trained and learned journalist, having studied Media and Communication at the University of the West Indies Mona Campus. I have years of working in drama and theatre in St Vincent and the Grenadines.





What other books cover a similar area of interest? How does your book differ from these?

One book that I could say is similar to mine would be “And still I Rise” written by the late Maya Angelou. Her book is an awe-inspiring work about motivation for everyone and I see my work being in the same realm.






What is your projected word count?
My projected word count is about 5000 words as the book in itself will contain roughly 25-30 poems of no more than 40-45 lines each.


Would you want to include illustrations or any other diagrams?

There won’t be any illustrations or diagrams included in this book.












Reflection
I started this module excited to once again be writing and expressing myself as a writer. I have been writing off and on for the last 27 years but have never really published anything apart from the news stories that I have done. The class did not live up to what I thought it would be, it was a more do it on your own and seek advise or help when needed. Paul was very helpful in terms of pushing us to explore our writing ability and marketing ourselves as writers if we wanted to in the near future.
I appreciated the class very much and am grateful to Paul because my creative juices are flowing once more, and I can see myself writing more in the next coming weeks. Hopefully I will have a small collection of work available before the year ends.
image1.png




