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[bookmark: _Int_JgE5HphM]- Main discussion 500 words.
Since replacing many of their coaching staff early on in the 2022/23 season, Aston Villa (AVFC) saw an immediat improvement from the previous manager Steven Gerrad, the lack of end product had set Villa up for a possible relegation battle, after managing only 3 wins in the first out of their first 14 matches. However with his new appointment as head coach Unai Emery is seeming to have completely changed how opposing fans and players see Aston Villa. Unai imediatly implemented some changes, firstly by confirming that striker, Ollie Watkins would be the 1st choice over Danny Ings moving forward, Watkins had a large amount of pressure released of his shoulders and this showed as since Unai emery has taken over Watkins went from 21 goal contributions in the 22/23 season, to 32 in the 23/24 season. One improvement noted by life long fan and member of AVFC was Unai’s interaction with the players, during a look around Bodymore Heath, the ‘villa on tour’ youtube channel noted how Emery was at Bodymore working with the players just after an international break, he would go onto to compare this scene to a previous experience seeing the Villa boys train under Gerrard, he noted the Gerrard would often delegate the training to other members of the coaching staff, and was often not seen at training. On reflection this may have been one of the faults that lead to Aston Villa playing so poorly under Gerrard.
Another possible path that lead to Villa’s re-found success is the investments made by owners, from the beginning the owners have seemed to trust Emery, giving him more space to move around with when it comes to negotiating player transfers, this can be seen in Villa’s expenses for 2023 compared to 2022, with expenditures reaching upwards of £260 million compared to 2022’s £178 million. This was also a large risk for the club to make as if they hadn’t of contained their time in European football they would have almost defiantly faced fines and points deductions for breaking FFP rules, as the total losses for the 2023 financial year was £-119.6 million 
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