


Introduction:
According to Cornell University Digital Literacy is "The ability to find, evaluate, utilize, share, and create content using information technologies and the Internet.". (Murray.J, 2015). Today, several students, including myself, use digital literacy to educate. 
It is used widely throughout education and can be beneficial for many reasons. I believe that digital literacy is beneficial to the education system as the majority is online and is easily accessible for students and teachers. Digital literacy is the future of our education. However, problems can occur with digital literacy. 
During this assignment I will evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of digital literacy, including the evaluation of my own digital literacy uses and my personal learning environment in an individual and collaborative environment. 
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By evaluating my own digital literacy, I would argue that I use it regularly within my home setting and university to undertake assignments and social engagements. The meaning of “Digital Literacy” is increasingly important to the 21st century and is known as the ability to use information and communications to evaluate, create and communicate information. Students develop digital skills that are useful for the future. (Study.com, 2019) 

We use our laptops computers and mobile phones to do so, including several different platforms. Social media is a good use for learning such as ‘Twitter and Facebook’. On both sites, information is broadcasted regarding different topics which can be influential to us. In 2017, it has been recorded that over 39 million people in the UK alone are using social media. (Statista.com, 2017)
We also have access to ‘Google’ which is used daily by billions of people. On average, 3.5 billion searches are made daily on Google. (Rosmarin.M, 2017). I would argue that I as a student take Google for granted as it is a platform that Is accessible 24/7, providing answers that we need and want. However, on the other hand, Google doesn’t always produce appropriate answers as they only concentrate on specific words. 
[image: ]People use social media to communicate and create social communities today, for the purpose of socialising and learning. As a Business and Management group, we communicate through Facebook Messenger when not in university to discuss learning matters. Below I have attached a diagram as to how I use my digital literacy within my personal learning environment. 
I have stated what digital technologies I use and how I use them within my personal learning environment. 
I use several digital technologies such as laptop, mobile phones to use digital literacies within my personal learning environment to use and communicate information. Using platforms such as Facebook and Twitter including Google for research matters. Another platform is Moodle, which is known as the Universities “online classroom” as such. We as students underwent a four-week period where we only did tasks online. We were taken out of the classroom and were given tasks through Moodle to complete each week. I personally didn’t enjoy this form of learning as I prefer to be situated in the classroom with fellow students. I found it difficult to understand each task online and felt out of my comfort zone and quite overwhelmed with the exercise. I appreciate that the purpose of this was to challenge students to see how we would cope; however, I did not enjoy this form of learning even though I use several digital literacies. I do prefer the traditional learning within the classroom, with the acknowledgement that digital literacies are the way forward. According to (FutureOfWorking, 2018) they have stated that 60% of schools in the USA provide their students with laptops. In result to this, a study has shown that the students who use the digital technology study an extra 40 minutes more per week. In addition to this 41% of student prefer virtual classes.  
There are many differences between digital and non – digital literacies, with several advantages and disadvantages to consider. 
The non – digital literacy is the more traditional way of learning within the classroom, with tasks being presented on a white board and being carried out on paper. The older generation of people, including myself are used of being taught this way. I believe this is a reason why I prefer being in a classroom with fellow students. Writing on paper allows students to explore their thoughts more in depth. For example, when students are in exam conditions, they tend to write quicker and have better creativity as they have no time to waste. However, there are disadvantages to consider such as work can be easily lost on paper and is hard to edit. In order to research a book, we must go to the library and it might not always be available to use, and it isn’t available 24/7 like the online library. As many things are situated online today, the younger generation could be faced with losing their hand writing skills which are very important. Even though people argue that we are preparing them for the digital future where everything will be online, basic pen and paper skills will never be forgotten. (Abella.K,2013) 
Digital Literacy has several platforms that can accessed 24/7 such as Microsoft word. Documents on these platforms are easily edited and can be saved multiple times. We have a 24/7 access to the online library where we can research papers and books. There are many online communities which are beneficial to our generation as we can communicate with people globally. One major benefit from using online literacies such as Microsoft, they provide spell check which is very handy when writing assignments. I find this greatly helpful as I write some assignments in welsh and the option is there to change to welsh. Bangor University have specifically designed a website that helps students translate their work from English to Welsh named “Cysill” and it also helps with mutations. I personally have found this a major help as even though I am a fluent Welsh speak, I struggle with the correct spellings and mutations. (Abella.K. 2013)
The purpose of digital literacy is for students to learn online. Learning is something that we all do every day throughout our lives and have done so from a very young age. E.g. we learned how to walk, talk and how to ride a bike. Some people learn quicker than others whereas some people need assistance and guidance. 
The term ‘Learning’ is a specific term that is used every day. The term is personal to everyone and we all explain the term in different ways. The process of learning is a process where an individual has experiences, changes in knowledge and behaviour which is used every day. (Study.com, 2019) For me, learning is gaining the understanding of something that you didn’t know before and then using it to your own advantage in everyday experiences. 
Learning as an individual can be daunting, especially if you’re unaware of what you’re meant to be doing. People learn in different ways and this is how it becomes personal. Teachers play a vital role in an individual ‘s learning environment, they can either motivate or demotivate a student. I discovered a personal learning reflection of Meira Van Der Spa, stating in her reflection that; “I began to distinguish two different types of teachers: those who merely teach and those who motivate.” – (Meira Van Der Spa, Chairgroup Educational Studies, Wageningen University.) I agree with her statement as some teachers can give a student a negative learning experience, which can then demotivate them from wanting to continue. 
My personal tutor has been very helpful with his way of learning. He encourages students to expand their thoughts by challenging their ideas to get more depth and understanding. Engaging with all students, conversing and discussing matters which lead to sharing ideas. This way of learning in the classroom is very beneficial to my personal learning environment as I am working individually including collaboratively with other students. I extremely enjoy working with other students, sharing ideas and conversing controversial topics. As a group, there are very strong personalities and we enjoy having small debates over controversial topics such as the pros and cons of nuclear weapons. We had some debates whilst completing the four-week online task, however we had to wait for replies as it was all updated through Moodle. Whereas, having debates within the classroom makes it more dynamic and personal. 
Learning is all about trial error, making mistakes and learning from them. It isn’t about being punished for not understanding, it’s about having the correct guidance to ensure that an individual understands and feels motivated. “Learning as an individual or collectively in terms of trial and error approach or through discovery learning”. – (Jahir, A personal Learning of Positive and Negative Learning Strategies, 2015). I discovered this when I failed my driving test for the first time, and then after more practice and correcting my mistakes I eventually succeeded. 
There is a learning model known as VARK to identify which learning technique is best for an individual. It was developed by Neil Flemmings in 1987. Its main purpose is to identity how an individual learns best. The four different methods have their own aspects which are important to consider when deciding which learning technique Is best. 
· [image: https://www.mysimpleshow.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/04145930/500x300_VARK_Oct_27_2016.png]Visual – learn through diagrams, designs and charts. This does not include the use of PowerPoints or videos. 
· Auditory – listening to teachers explain the topic, having class debates and watching tutorials online. Preferring to learn with other individuals 
· Kinaesthetic – hands-on way of learning. This is achieved through fieldtrips, enactment in the classroom and connecting through personal experiences. 
· Reading and writing – prefer information to be presented through words. Learn using PowerPoint, books and journals and quotations. These learners enjoy re writing notes and creating diagrams to revise.
Many people have questioned whether knowing the preference style of learning has improved their performance of learning. To where Flemming answered “No. Think: Does knowing you have a disease cure the disease?” 
It has also been stated that “When people make changes to their learning based on their VARK preference, only then will their learning will be enhanced”.  (Flemming.N, 2009)
By identifying which best way of learning is suited to yourself, you are then advantaged to perform better.  I completed the VARK test and discovered that I personally learn best through the visual approach. I enjoy creating and learning using mind maps and spider diagrams. However, I believe that I also learn using the other forms of learning e.g. even though I’m more of a visual learner, I also enjoy reading and writing forms of learning as I enjoy handwriting notes and highlighting them including creating PowerPoints. 
My strengths through using digital literacy are the ability that I have using Microsoft Office, and that I am social on the different networks such as Twitter and Facebook. I have begun to develop skills on creating databases and how to create PowerPoints with notes which are extremely important during my degree and beneficial for the future. I have had quite strong digital skills from a young age. 
My weaknesses through using digital literacy are that I don’t always save my documents as I go along during tasks, therefore there is a risk of losing work. I find that I become too reliant on my social media, spending a lot of time on media and it has its affects. It can make people disconnect from the present. However, I do try and limit myself to the amount of time I spend daily on my mobile phone as I believe it is a huge distraction.  I don’t take advantage of the online library as a research tool for my assignments. 
It can be a daunting time becoming a new undergraduate student. My advice would be to familiarise yourself with the different platforms that you would be using throughout the academic year. By doing this it allows yourself to have head start to understand how to use specific systems such as Microsoft Excel and PowerPoint. To begin with it can be very overwhelming as its all new. When I was introduced to Excel, I had no clue to what I was doing, however I am much more confident now. I would also advise students to invest in some sort of digital technology such as a laptop to complete assignments and carry out any research needed. By having a laptop, it is more convenient and efficient to complete tasks. I would find it very difficult without a laptop as there is no other digital technology in my house apart from my mobile phone which isn’t ideal whilst using digital literacies such as Microsoft word. Today, our generation is so caught up in the 21st century that social media and digital technologies are controlling our lives. (Ahmed.C. 2014) 
In conclusion, the 21st century is developing greatly with digital literacies. Preparing children for the future, as nearly everything today is completed online e.g. Emails, assignment submissions and the online library. By evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of digital literacy, I understand why it's being used by the education system. E.g. It has increased the study performance of students in America. However, even though I use digital technology and literacy daily, I still prefer to be in the classroom with fellow students as I feel it creates a better personal learning environment for myself.
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