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Evidence Based Policing 
Evaluate theories of Evidence Based Policing and apply them to a case study of your choice.























Introduction 
To introduce this assignment on evidence-based policing, there needs to be a clear understanding on how evidence policing works and what it is in order to understand how it supports the society. Evidence based policing is one of the most important things in policing, this is initially evidence supporting an investigation or a case to help the sucess of the investigation as well as the final outcome of it. ‘’Evidence-based policing does not provide definitive answers that officers and staff should apply uncritically. Officers and staff will reflect on their practice, consider how the ‘best available’ evidence applies to their day-to-day work, and learn from their successes and failures.’’Whereas some empirical studies conclude that predictive policing strategies lead to a decrease in crime.’’(Martijn Wessels 2019). Furthermore, ‘’EBP is important to grow knowledge within, outside and across organisations through sharing of information’’(Laura Huey, 2019). Evidence based policing is seen to be a vital part of policing, it includes evidence which helps cases and situations of individuals and gives them the fair and justice outcome they deserve and need. These allow police officers to gain more investigation and depth into a case, to record their experiences and investigations with people. The two theories that I will be looking into more depth is the SARA and POP model, and how it relates to cases. 
‘’EBP means officers and staff can ask questions, challenge accepted practices and innovate in the public interest.’’ (College of Policing, 2020). Evidence based policing was first found by an American criminologist, Herman Goldstein when he first introduced ‘Problem Oriented Policing (POP). However, Shermans police foundation lecture was when evidence-based policing was taken in and introduced in the UK in 1998.it states that POP needs to prioritise their research, ’’The need to thus play close attention to how the identification and prioritisation of research, its conduct, and aspects of evaluation.’’(Lumsden 2018). POP is seen to help police officers to gain more authority to take a part more into investigations and cases as well as learning to deal with certain cases and court hearings. 
EBP allows the policing practice to become gain more evidence to how they go about situations where they need evidence to back up their investigation. It’s also seen that officers use EBP to raise more awareness on the different strategies that are available.’’Officer awareness of evidence-based policing and willingness to work with researchers are influenced by education and prior research exposure.’’ (Telep,2017)
Problem- oriented policing which also known as ‘POP’ is known an approach which is supported by evidence-based policing and is known to tackle crime which includes an identification of a certain problem. The POP model also allowed in depth analysis and investigation to understand a situation or problem. The analysis also allows an assessment of the outcomes and effects of the response. This can be either a negative or positive response and the POP model demonstrates this. In other words, this also means finding a problem as well as solving them, this is mostly seen in increasing crime risks. As well as finding a solution to a problem, POP can also reduce the harms which is created by the problem and manage it more efficiently. An advantage of POP is that ‘’The POP model is adaptable, and departments can modify it to fit challenges or situations that are unique to the local community.’’(Hipple, 2016). This shows that POP is seen to be reliable in any situation within the community, which makes it effective in society in solving crimes. 
Furthermore, to also link to evidence-based policing, the SARA model is also used to support this. The term ‘SARA’ stands for scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. The SARA model is seen to be used more around societies/communicates problems around crime. This identifies and looks into the real causes of crime and the underlying reasons to why crime is committed. By looking into these concepts first, it allows the model to be used to its full potential. This is shown by Brandon, Dan, to be implanted in any problem in the community by implanting the four stages in the model which is ‘scanning, analysis, response, and assessment’. ‘’Upon analysis of the results, 84% of the practitioners stated that SARA was the preferred method to use in problem-oriented policing.’’(Dan,2015). The SARA model can be then used for evaluation of the case or situation that they have faced. The model is seen to be reliable to many community and society issues, by working at a community and with partners, this would also solve the question of why this specific crime is happening and how to prevent it. 
In a real life case, these theories and models can come into hand into domestic abuse which is involved with the community. An example of a case is Regina V Kiranjit Ahluwalia. In this case, the appellant Kiranjit, set her husband on fire with petrol in his bedroom which led to his death after enduring 6 painful days he had died on the 15th of May. Soon after, the appellant was convicted for murder. The reason why she has done this is because she had suffered violence and abuse from her husband for 10 years. An example of this is her sustaining a broken finger due to an argument and bruises from when she was pregnant. This case was seen to be sudden and temporary loss of self-control which is supported by the case of R v Duffy [1949]. Fire officers also had come investigated the scene and found a still bucket of petrol laying outside the bedroom. The appellant also made a statement to the doctors which was also read at the trial for evidence. The doctor had confirmed that he had found bruising on her face and wrist. From this case, its seen that she has used self-defence from  all the abuse from the years, she had lost self-control and is seen as a sense of self defence.‘’However, sometimes self-defence is operationalized to include defence from emotional abuse’’(Babcock, 2019).  This evidence then put the case to the fact there was a sense of loss of control as well as self-defence. If medical evidence is available at court, then this can support and can be pleaded to diminished responsibility. However, in the same way, if there isn’t any evidence to support the appellant, there would be a different outcome to the case. Another view of self-defence is supported by Jones as he says, ‘’Studies have also found no sex differences in reporting self-defence as the cause of domestic abuse’’(Jones, 2020)
Linking to the POP model of evidence-based policing, this case is seen to be supported by enough evidence to convict the appellant from murder to mental health issues as well as self-defence, diminished responsibility, and loss of control. In this instance of the case, police would have to investigate even further to understand why a person may alight their husband on fire. Through evidence and investigation through the POP model, it can be seen that the appellant has been going through depression as well as domestic abuse for 10 years. This then can be supported and assessed in the POP model to understand the reasoning behind a person’s wrongdoings. The POP model goes into depth and is apparent in the case of Kiranjit Ahluwalia. Its seen that the’’ Relative incident risk ratio analysis of mean effects suggests a 33.8% reduction in crime/disorder in the POP treatment areas/groups relative to the controls.’’(Joshua, 2020).
This just highlights how evidence is vital to support evidence in court in order to come up with a convicted and decision. After dealing with this case, this can be then applied to all the other cases which cover diminished responsibility and domestic abuse. This can be used and assessed to see what outcome the court should make. POP also is known to find the problem and to solve them, this could even mean to give Kiranjit mental support and help and to help others who go through similar situations. its seen that the police are driven by the data that has been collected upon their analysis,’’ predictive policing driven by big data and oriented by solving problems is an important direction for future policing innovation.’’(Jing Leng,2018). The defence that Kiranjit Ahluwalia successfully proved is the defence of provocation. Due to statistics and opinions, its seen that she has a defence in a sense as ‘’Most of the crimes committed by women are due to stressful situations like marital maladjustment, conflict-prone relationship with husband or in scenarios where her/family’s subsistence is at stake.’’(Deb,2022)
Linking this case to the SARA model, the stages of ‘scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. A way this follows through the case of Kiranjit is how the officers found the bucket of petrol outside his room to then assess that he had been alight alive. Another way of scanning and evidence is how the doctor had confirmed her bruises on her face and wrist, this would effectively support the appellants statements and would go towards her outcome of her case. Analysis can be the fact of how the situation was conducted and what the story and evidence was. This can include the statement of police officers, neighbours and doctors or even family. Its seen that POP improves situations related to crime as well as police strategies, it highlights that POP is ’’a framework for improving police effectiveness.’’(Bullock,  2021). The response is how the court deals with Kiranjit and her outcome, if they take into account that she was going through depression, and it was through self-defence and loss of control. Finally, assessment which covers other similar cases which can be used to compare diminished responsibility. This case has impacted and advanced its understanding on domestic abuse and the effect that it can have.‘’This judgment broadened the compass of ‘provocation’ and influenced the whole world through a new facet respecting domestic violence’’(Gupta,2020). The SARA model scans the issue and finds a solution to the case which can help against domestic abuse. If the abuse was seen and diagnosed, this could’ve been prevented in the first place. If the doctor had made a police notice that Kiranjit was being abused, her self defence and loss of control could’ve been prevented. However this can be debated. 
For more evidence-based information for the court and cases, police officers can keep a body cam to record their inspections so it can be used in court. This then can be shown how the experience was.’’We find that while officers support EBP overall, they believe that decisions should be based primarily on experience, not research.’’(Dayan,2019). Furthermore, ‘’ police body-worn cameras (bodycams) were introduced to protect civilians against violence by law enforcement authorities.’’ (Gerard,2022). Body cams can also be seen as a sense of protection as evidence is being recorded. This also includes any recordings and written reports to what they had seen or said. Evidence is vital as it can depend on the outcome of a case and potentially change the justice system and the community. Throughout the years,  evidence based policing is seen to increase, this is supported by Karen as she states‘’The rise of evidence-based policy and practice as a dominant discourse in policing in the UK.’’ (Lumsden,2016). Adding on, a police officer can keep a body cam to ‘’reveal that body cam video of an incident results in lower observer judgments of intentionality than dash cam video of the same incident.’’(Boivin, 2022). Having this upper hand of having a body cam can give a sense of support and protection for police officers and this can gain more research and investigation to how to conduct a case. 
To conclude, both of the theories and models of SARA and POP have a big impact on policing and its evidence, to summarise this assignment, it effectively supports investigation and gives a sense of depth and detail to a case. It can also show how effective it is to have research and evidence upon a case. Body cams could be an improvement to policing as it can help evidence in court. Both of the models also give a sense of solution and assessment to all cases. Both of these theories fit into cases and can go through the stages to see why a criminal would do what they did. In summary, evidence-based policing helps the models to form in the first place, it makes policing clearer and more effective, more easier to understand as well as finding preventions and solutions to cases. 
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