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This paper explores the social movement `Momentum`. Firstly, a brief definition and history, secondly an exploration of `Momentum` their history, purpose and goals both locally and on a global level and finally this we will look at this social movements relationship to power and control, both within the group itself and in the wider socio-economical-political landscape.
 In 2015 the North Islington and parliament member since 1983 Jeremy Corbyn was elected as the leader of the Labour Party. Jeremy Corbyn has been involved in politics for over thirty years, he is renowned for his socialist values and his longstanding fight for a more equal society. Corbyn began his career in trade unions until he took position as secretary at Horsley council. Throughout Corbyn`s career and since his youth he has been an avid campaigner and activist on issues such as anti-war and supporting nuclear disarmament, anti-racism and was one of only eight percent of MPs to have signed the five United Kingdom parliamentary motions to condemn anti-Semitism. Corbyn has a consistent voting record in favour of equality and human rights, gay rights, supporting same sex marriage, banning hunting and raising welfare benefits. More recently Corbyn has been national chair of the `Stop the War’ coalition from 2011-2015 and regularly voted against other Labour leaders such as Gordon Brown and Tony Blair. Since 2010 Corbyn has supported anti-austerity and called for an end to the cuts to public funding and welfare.      

On the back of Corbyn`s successful 59.5 percent win as the Labour party leader in 2015 the social movement `Momentum` was born. Four weeks after the successful campaign by the labour party, Jon Lansman, Emma Rees, Adam Klug and James Schneider founded the organisation with the aim of supporting the Labour party and the leadership with `increased participation and engagement in the party to enable it to win elections and enter government` (Momentum). Although independent from the labour party `Momentum is fully dedicated to supporting Jeremy Corbyn, sharing his values and aims for a more democratic and equal society. With one hundred and fifty local groups, thirty-eight thousand members and two hundred thousand supporters `Momentum` is a grassroots left wing political movement united by shared values and a vision for equality within society. Anyone can join Momentum however in 2017 an amendment to membership requiring all members join the Labour party was introduced. The main demographic of Momentum’s members are young people; however, many middle aged and elderly people were campaigning during the 2017 elections. Momentum communicate mainly through online platforms although there are more and more organisations and web pages. Also, inside the group NCG values and aims –how recruited rules etc. Momentum’s self-declared aim is to `create a mass movement for real progressive change` (Momentum, 2016). 
`Most social movements have a clear political agenda with respect to the change they wish to bring about;’ the movement (Bhonagiri, 2016) consistently has a shared understanding or perception of the social and structural conditions of disempowerment, inequality or injustice they seek to change (Batiwalla, 2012). Weber and Marx wrote about inequality and stratification which determines a person’s location in the hierarchal system of social class. Placing people in similar economic interests with similar life chances as a `class` (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013), which Marx then took this further and identified two social classes, the bourgeoisie (the rich) and the proletariat (labourers). However, historically previous to this the belief was held that a person’s status was pre-determined by a higher power and that the rich were blessed by God and the poor, if not blessed, then must not deserve to be rich or blessed (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013) These beliefs were implanted within society by social structures and further cemented by capitalism. Marx believed that economic exploitation by the bourgeoisie towards the proletariat was reinforced by a dominance of ruling class ideas and values. Lenin (1888) stated that the `bourgeoisie ideology` was such that if left to its own devices, the proletariat would only be able to achieve trade union consciousness`. (Gramci, 1971) developed the idea of `hegemony` (power), Gramsci believed that hegemony was reproduced within society through culture, media and religion. Gramsci warned of a counter hegemonic struggle meaning that, an alternative to the dominant ideas and beliefs that are cultivated and implanted into society, questioning the norms and values and developing new alternatives (Haralambos and Holborn, 2013), this theory is popular within social movements.  The ideas implanted in society hundreds of years ago are still present to this day. Power in society is not evenly distributed. 
`Recent scientific evidence of many kinds makes it increasingly clear that inequality in modern societies is damaging; damaging to human abilities, performance and happiness. We can now see that most of the differences in outcomes between rich and poor, whether in measures of IQ, health, violence or educational attainment, which are so often used to justify elitism, hierarchy and social exclusion are in fact caused by social status and differentiation itself ` (Dorling, 2009). 
As Dorling states the ancient ideologies are still evident in today’s society. Ideologies are used to oppress and justify inequality. Owen Jones, a political activist and writer states in his book `The Demonization of Chavs` that the underprivileged are being used to justify the widening inequality, that mass media and politicians are demonizing the poor so as to not address the economic and social problems that Britain is facing, this echo`s the historic beliefs that there are deserving and undeserving poor. 
Momentum’s aims are to bring together like-minded people, sharing the same values, individuals and groups in workplaces and communities to campaign and organise the redistribution of wealth and power from the few to the many.  To put the planet before profit and to reduce corporate. Momentum strives for a society free from discrimination and aims to create a society within which a better quality of employment and infrastructure are possible. (Momentum) they claim to be able to do this by having members voices heard, to construct training and mentoring of potential labour candidates who have had real life experience from a broad range of back grounds such as working class people, ethnic minorities, women and disabled people. Momentums does this through organisations, rallies, events, meet ups and policy consultations. Co-ordinating and facilitating organisations that can improve the quality of people’s lives built on the values of labour, for political education, mass mobilisation and ultimately a more equal and democratic society. (Momentum).
Momentum has already achieved a lot in the short time it has been in existence, most renowned is the 2016 Jeremy Corbyn labour campaign and previous to this momentum ran the national campaign `Democracy SOS`, this was to encourage voters to register after the Conservatives (the opposition) made changes that could have forced two million off the electoral register. Momentum successfully campaigned to get six grassroots, democratic Labour voices to be heard within the `National Executive Committee`. Momentum mobilised Labour party supporters and members to campaign for Labour candidates in council elections, mayoral elections and by elections. Campaigning across the country to win many marginal constituencies from the conservatives. During the EU referendum Momentum launched `Your Referendum`, providing local groups with resources for campaigning. Momentum has successfully hosted the `World Transformed` event including arts, culture and politics at the Black-E centre Liverpool. This event brought together thousands of labour party members and local residents sharing their values and visions for the future with grassroots groups such as the` Black Activists Rising Against the Cuts` group, Black Lives Matter and the `Hillsborough Justice Campaign`. Momentum has successfully launched a number of initiatives to support individuals such as `Momentum kids` providing childcare to those who may have certain responsibilities but still wish to be politically active. Momentum NHS was launched to advocate for the NHS against further conservative led funding cuts and to oppose the privatisation of the NHS. On a local level Momentum screened Ken Loaches 2016 film `I Daniel Blake`, a film highlighting the struggles individuals and families face when accessing or in receipt of welfare support in Britain today. The proceeds from these viewings in local community centres and halls was then given to local homeless shelters and food banks. On the whole momentum is a people powered socialist movement, Momentum solidarity aims to amplify the community work done by local groups, to fight austerity and regain a sense of community within the UK which has been eroded since the thatcher government of the 1980`s (reference).
Social movements are a collective of individuals joining together on a path towards a shared goal. These usually emerge when enough people have become excluded, alienated or have developed a distrust of how the governing structures work and use their power (Bhonagiri, 2016). Social movements express social, economic, political and cultural concerns locally, nationally and globally. Social movements are increasingly being utilized to give a voice and agency to those in society who are usually oppressed, excluded from participation and decision making on the micro to the macro levels. With the rise of technology such as the internet, mobile phones and social media, new platforms are readily available to give people who may not usually be heard a voice (Bhonagiri, 2016).). 
Theories underpinning social movements emerged in the 1960s when issues such as civil rights, gay and lesbian and feminist collectives emerged to promote the value of identity and challenge injustices faced. (policy) Some theorists argue that `new social movements` are a direct product of the welfare state (social policy) that we now live in a postmodern world which is mainly individualised and heightened by globalisation. Zygmunt Bauman argues that deregulated capitalism and postmodern capitalism `empowers the wealthy by disempowering the poor’. Fazer suggests that as the middle class expands and influences society that a move away from distribution is apparent and now conflicts are more homed in on cultural and lifestyle disparities. This would suggest a policy shifty may be needed to better the quality of life of those needing welfare as opposed to just material resources, basic needs must be met as well as social justice (social policy). Ulrich Beck, a theorist, argues that society is going through a second modernity. The first being the rise of industrial progression, where goods generated by political and social structures generated goods such as welfare and economic growth, where by society was knowable and stable. However, Beck suggests the second modernity is a `risk society` an implication is that where the welfare state was once believed to be a protection against risk such as the social insurance provision that now the welfare state has become a main source of `risk`. Beck is backed by Tony Giddens that welfare reform must be `positive` in order to help people navigate the changing and insecure social environment. (social Policy)  Irwin 2005 states that an enormity of change has occurred in the late 20th century. The rise of individualisation as opposed to collectivization, the demise of class based solidarity, such as families and communities supporting the same political parties and institutions are no longer doing so (Green, 2013). The rapid introduction of technology and the transition from an industrial society to a consumerist society and employment changes and insecurity such as zero hour contracts are all the `risks ` people are required to navigate in todays society (Green, 2013).  
The above theories may be useful when recognising how social movements such as `Momentum` emerge. Capitalism and neo-liberalism are main ideologies in force in the UK today. In the mid 1970s early neo-liberal writer Milton Friedman (1962) challenged the belief that welfare systems were born out of the need and recognition for real human needs such as child poverty (Glennister, 0000) social policy). Friedman claimed that public sector institutions    become lazy through lack of competition. Other influences claimed that people accessing welfare were happy to live a life on benefits. These influences together convinced governments worldwide including Britain to restructure welfare institutions between 1979-1997. This led to governments deeming it necessary to limit benefits and the amount of time in receipt of those benefits. Forcing individuals back to work and setting up new back to work initiatives and payment systems. (Glennister, 0000). Throughout the 1980s and to date neo-liberalism is the dominant ideology within government. Free market policy making, deregulation, privatisation and public spending cuts are all issues that are evident in Britain currently. 
Neo liberalism and capitalism are the forces `Momentum` resist against. The current Conservative government led by Theresa May is neoliberal. Tax cuts for the rich, outsourcing and crushing trade unions are some of the paradoxes neoliberalism produces. Naomi Klein sates in her book `The Shock Doctrine ` that when domestic policy is not implementable on a domestic level; that they then are implemented internationally, that crisis are used to bring in unfavourable policies, for example hurricane Katrina saw New Orleans radically reform their education system (Monbiot, 2016). Another dangerous impact of neo-liberal policy is the political crisis. Poor people are disempowered and disenfranchised through universal credit and tax credit policies and sanctions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Momentum emerged to challenge the status quo, Momentum says that its purpose is to increase participatory democracy, solidarity and grassroots power` (Momentum, 0000).  
The movement draws inspiration from cross pollinate ideas with the Syriza party in Greece. This organisation developed grassroots setups to counter the effects of damaging and crippling austerity cuts. In the UK the austerity programme implemented in 2010 by the conservative and liberal democrat coalition has had a detrimental effect on people and services. The instructed of fiscal studies state that the level of public spending despite austerity cuts to funding is no lower than of that in 2008. These cuts have left schools, the NHS, prisons and local councils on the brink (Institute of fiscal studies, 0000). 
In Greece the social movement ran foodbanks, legal aid and created health clinics, momentum are following suit they have begun to collect and volunteer for foodbanks with the aim of opening their own , not only to provide food but community support for the many other issues people are facing as a result of austerity and funding cuts (Momentum, 2018). Previous to the Jeremey Corbyn campaign momentum were not taken seriously the group was dismissed as trots and armchair activists however since successful campaigning momentum has gained credibility and been crediting with mobilising the youth vote, harnessing the vote of youngsters that were previously not voting. Momentum ran a successful social media campaign benefitting from millions of `shares` increasing visibility and popularity amongst the younger generation. Momentum recruited many first time canvassers, going house to house helping to gain support for labour in the country’s most marginal constituencies (Shabi, 2017).   
Despite Momentum’s popularity amongst the left wing socialist people in society it has come under fire. In 2015 Momentums founder John Lansman admitted he was disturbed by comments made by members on the Momentum social media forum, he demanded they stop indulging in personal attacks. He went on to say the group may have been infiltrated by one or more people who oppose momentum and that the comments contradicted the groups `code of ethics`. Labour MPs had demanded that Momentum disband due to attempting to unseat `centrist politicians`. Labour MPs accused the group of pressurising them to vote against the Syrian air strikes and to back Corbyn. The deputy Labour leader branded Momentum as a `rabble`. Since these claims Lansman declared a restructuring of Momentum with a new leadership structure and affiliations with trade unions and left organisations creating a structured governance Telegraph, 2017). Lansman’s aim is to support Jeremy Corbyn and the legitimacy of the Labour party as a movement for social change (Riley-Smith, 2015).  
In 2017 new members of Momentum were required to become members of the Labour Party also, any existing members were asked to join the Labour party by July 2017. Lansman had reportedly made these changes via e-mail he then abolished the National Committee and replaced it with Labour only national co-ordinating committee. From this a new online model was created with the intention of preventing Trotskyists from dominating meetings. On the 12th of January Lansman resigned and was replaced by Chrisitne Shawcroft. In 2017 the group relaunched with John McDonnell (Momentum, 0000). 
According to social impact theory, the likelihood of a person joining a group such as Momentum will depend upon and increase with the strength of the group , the  immediacy in time and it`s number of members (Changing Minds, no date), this may go some way in explain the momentum popularity. However Paul Mason, says Momentums says, `We want, instead, to empower masses of people to take their own decisions through direct democracy; respecting diversity, proportionality, restraint and the democratic institutions of the UK` (Mason, 0000).

Momentum is a grassroots people powered left wing organisation in full support of Jeremy Corbyn and his socialist ideals. Momentum emerged on the back of a successful campaign in 2015 to elect Jeremy Corbyn as the Labour leader. 
Despite a shaky start Momentum has gained popularity for its socialist social justice, liberation of the oppressed, more equal wished for society as a whole. The group supports Corbyn and is hopeful that as the leader of the Labour party he could enter government and change the current status quo. The group have many community initiatives such as food banks, and events promoting a more democratic equal society that could be possible (Momentum). 
Currently in the UK we are governed by the Conservative party, a neoliberal government concerned with capitalism. Over the last eight years the UK has struggled under austerity measures that as mentioned in this essay have had little or no effect upon the national debt.  Through austerity and public spending cuts services are suffering such as local councils, schools, the closure of libraries and community spaces alongside the NHS a lack of funding is causing far reaching problems in to society. Cuts and changes to the benefits and welfare systems are causing death. Many people who have had personal independence payments or disability payments stopped have died through either illness or suicide. The aim if stopping theses benefit is to aid people back into employment. According to government papers 81,000 people have died as a result of  changes to their benefits (Department of Works and Pensions, 2015). The introduction of universal tax credit has left thousands of families penniless during the six week wait for their first payment. During this six week wait all other benefits such as housing benefit are suspended (JRF, 0000). This has caused people to be on the brink of homelessness and in debt unable to catch up. The rise in food banks is connected to the new benefits system. According to End Child Poverty there are currently four million children living in in-work poverty in the UK. This is expected to rise by 67percent by 2020 (End Child Poverty, 2017). 
The above figures are justified by the long held dominant ideologies at force in society (Jones, 0000) mainstream media and government officials gain from the tax breaks and off shore accounts so it is within their interest to demonize the poor. Whilst the rest of society struggles in zero hour contracts and in work poverty. Momentums aim is to challenge these ideas and promote democracy and an alternative ideology, social justice, equality in society and democracy (Momentum, 0000). Despite Conservative government and main stream media promoting negative propaganda towards Jeremy Corbyn and Momentum through smear campaigns Jeremy Corbyn is still leading in the polls. 
Momentum how they communicate , what they aim to do , what they have done already .. WHY is there a need for momentum , the conservatives , neo-liberalism , power , hierarchy, hegemony – the state of policy at the moment why people are resisting = austerity, deaths , benefits for disabled cut , universal credit , poverty , children in poverty expected to rise , social mobility lack of.
History of neo liberalism, used to be that the rich were thought to be blessed by god and poor deserve to be poor this has followed through and has evolved the same principles into today`s society still blaming the poor ?
Maybe old labour history –beginning of welfare state to today –tony benn 
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