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   CAN POLICING MODELS SUPPORT EVIDENCE-BASED POLICING(EBP)?

   This essay discusses how policing models can support evidence-based policing (EBP) and how evidence supports and develops those practises. Next, will be evidence usage and assessing the importance of using it to inform decision making and lastly concluding.
   According to the College of Policing (2023), evidence-based policing (EBP) is a structure that uses thorough research, real-world evidence, and systematic analysis to support judgements and improve the efficacy of law enforcements tactics. By offering organised methods to incorporate evidence into practice, police models help evidence-based policing (EBP) in a fundamental way. The use of evidence to support and develop policing practise, the definition of effectiveness in ongoing practise, the significance of evidence in decision-making, a discussion of important EBP models (POP, SARA, and PSP), and an assessment of their strengths and weaknesses are all covered in this essay's evaluation of how policing models support evidence-based policing.
    One cannot overestimate the value of using evidence to back up decisions in law enforcement. By minimising reliance on arbitrary judgements, prejudices, or out-of-date procedures, evidence supplies a foundation for decision-making. The effectiveness and efficiency of policing activities aim by making well-informed judgements based on empirical facts and research findings (Lum & Koper, 2017). The College of Policing (2015) emphasises the crucial part that evidence plays in informing decision-making procedures, fostering transparency, and boosting public confidence in policing.
    Taking advantage of evidence is one of the highest priorities in underpinning and advancing policing conduct, as it guarantees that decisions, procedures, and approaches upon reliable findings and actual evidence. For example, the process of conducting a through problem analysis involves the application of evidence, such as data, research findings, and intelligence. This approach aims to gain a comprehensive understanding of the nature, scope, and underlaying causes associated with specific crimes or issues (Ratcliffe, 2019).
     Policymakers depend on empirical research studies, comprehensive evaluations, and proved best practices to formulate evidence-based policies that effectively respond to the needs of the community and align with proven approaches (Koper, 2021). The choice and implementation of specific policing tactics are guided by evidence Sherman et al. (2019) argue that investigation, evaluations, standards, and guidelines offer valuable insights into the efficacy, conclusions, and potential implications of different approaches.
     An essential element of assessing current practices is examining both quantitative and qualitative data. Quantitative data is related to numerical information that is subjected to statistical examination. The process entails making use of systematic collection approaches and often depends on statistical methodologies for analysis and interpretation. This data offers impartial and measurable information about an event, thereby enabling the possibility of making comparisons and drawing general conclusions across a broader population. For example, crime rates, where the use of quantitative data enables the examinations of those rated within a specific geographical area or district. An investigation conducted by Johnson et al. (2021) reviewed the crime rates monthly for a duration of five years within a specific urban area. The researchers employed official crime reports and conducted statistical analysis to assess the fluctuations in crime rates over a specific period. This approach helped the study to make solid conclusions of the efficacy of crime prevention initiatives. On the other hand, qualitative data can reveal community beliefs and experiences of policing interventions.  Brown et al. (2021) interviewed community members about community policing. 
     The researchers found recurring themes through thematic investigation, revealing the nuances and contextual factors that influence community safety and police legitimacy. The determination of the efficacy of consistent practise by Evidence-Based Practise (EBP) involves the following key steps. 
       The first step in the process is the essential task of data collection, requiring the systematic gathering of relevant data related to the specific interventions (College of Policing,2015). The data set may consist of diverse elements, including crime statistics, incident reports, arrest rates, response time, and other relevant indicators.
     The second step, it is crucial to prove clear and unequivocal aim before implementing any policing initiative (Braga et al.,2014). The goals mentioned above will serve as evaluative criteria for assessing the effectiveness of the interventions. They may encompass a range of outcomes, including to the reduction of crime, improvement of community satisfaction, or any other relevant result.
     The third step, the collected data is later subjected to comparative investigation following the predetermined goals to assess the extent to which these aims achieved (Sherman,2013. The study takes statistical methods to decide the impact of the intervention on the assigned outcomes.
     Moreover, the primary aim of evidence-based policing (EBP) is to prove a relationship between the intervention implemented by law enforcement and the observed outcomes, as told by the College of Policing (2020). Various methodologies, such as randomised control trials and quasi-experimental designs, used to set up casual relationships and find the effectiveness of intervention.
      As learned in the class, Evidence-Based Decision Making (EBDM), is a process where informed decision made by considering solid data, research outcome and through evaluation instead of relying exclusively on intuition, tradition, or individual opinion. This approach will ensure that decision informed and aligned to the achieving desired results.
    To improve their strategies in the long term, law enforcement agencies can draw lessons from earlier experiences and apply evaluation feedback to develop them (Burrus et al., 2019). This continuously evolving method makes it possible to keep learning and adapting, which will lead to more efficient and proper approaches.
    Furthermore, the practise of making decisions based on actual proof is also applicable to the application of technology and the implementation of data-driven strategies. One illustration of the use of data analysis in law enforcement is predictive policing, which involves the identification of regions with an increased probability of criminal activity. This approach enables authorities to strategically distribute their resources (Berk, 2012), and to have the ability to optimise patrol routes, give personnel resources in an efficient manner, and proactively intervene to prevent criminal activities prior to their event.
     Police departments can enhance their crime-fighting efforts, ensure effective source allocation, and build trust with the communities they serve by integrating evidence-based practises into their decision-making processes. The use of evidence-based decision-making empowers law enforcement officials to make informed choices that result in enhanced public safety outcomes and a development of safer neighbourhoods. 
      Evidence-Based Policing (EBP) is a methodical and systematic framework employed in law enforcement, which draws upon actual evidence and research to effectively inform and steer decision-making process. Models have been devised to help the implementation of evidence-based behaviours within the realm of policing. In the next part of the essay will be examinate four notable frameworks: Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), Scanning Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA), Problem-Solving Process (PSP), and Intelligence-Led Policing (ILP).
      Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) is a policing strategy that focuses on showing and addressing the root causes of crime and disorder, emphasising initiative-taking problem-solving approaches. Herman Goldstein introduced for the first time in 1970 the term of Problem-Oriented Policing (POP), as a systematic policing approach that promotes the identification and resolution of underlying causes of crime and disorder (Eck & Spelman,1987). According to Braga (2008) this procedure allows law enforcement officers to discern repetitive crime patterns, understand the fundamental factors contributing to these routines, and create specific interventions by empirical evidence to effectively tackle the identified issues.
       POP model has strengths as encouraging police to prevent crime rather than just to respond to incidents, building police-community trust, reducing crime long-term by addressing root cause. There are limitations, which requires time and resources to find, analyse, and tailor solutions, complex issues making it hard to evaluate POP initiative. One example is targeted interventions like increased surveillance in drug hotspots and community outreach projects reduced drug-related crime in a POP study (Braga,2008).
       The Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) model is commonly employed problem-solving framework within the field of evidence-based policing. The development of the model of John Eck and William Spelman during the second half of the 1980, serving as an expansion of POP model (Eck &Spelman ,1987). The SARA model covers four distinct stages, namely scanning, analysis, response, and assessment. During the first phase of scanning, law enforcement personnel engage in the identification and prioritisation of the issue, drawing upon community concerns and data analysis as outlined by Braga (2008).     Within the analysis phase, a comprehensive examination is in place to show the root causes and contributing factors of the problems, which in turn inform the development of effective responses. The response phase involves the implementation of evidence-based strategies for successfully tackling the identified issues. On the other hand, the assessment phase focuses on evaluating the impact of these interventions and making the necessary adjustments.
    SARA’s structured problem-solving approach covers all stages, it promotes agency and stakeholder collaboration and information sharing for a coordinated response, encourages police to learn from feedback and evaluate their strategies, are the strengths of this model. Likewise, one of the most important limitations is time, especially during analysis and assessments, and exact data and information that are crucial to SARA’S effectiveness.
     The Problem-Solving Process (PSP) is a systematic approach with the aim to find, analyse, and resolve complex issues or challenges, developed by The National Institute of Justice (NIJ), which serves as an organising principle for law enforcement agencies in their problem-solving efforts (NIJ,2019). The PSP model is also a reinforcement of the principles of Problem-Solving Policing (POP) and Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment (SARA) and refers to a comprehensive six step process. These steps include scanning, analysis, response, assessment, implementation, and evaluation. According to NIJ (2019), the implementation phase places significant emphasis on the cruciality of efficient implementation and he necessity to confront any obstacles or difficulties met throughout the course of action. The evaluation stage involves the assessment of the outcome of interventions, which serves to inform future decision-making and foster a culture of continuous improvement. 
     PSP model encourages police problem-solving, which leads to more creative crime prevention, involving residents, data driven strategies which make intervention evaluation easier. As limitations PSP depends on authorities’ data and analysis capabilities, there are police departments that lack problem-solving resources and training, requiring stakeholder commitment, which can be difficult in various cases. According to Greene (1998), PSP initiative used in a high-crime community, police was able to improve issues including street lighting and community engagement, which strengthens police-community relations based on feedback.
    Intelligence-Led Policing (ILP) is a model grounded in research, which places value on using of information and data analysis to inform and direct law enforcement initiatives (Ratcliffe, 2008). Within the context of ILP, authorities engage in systematic collection and examination of pertinent data to discern patterns of criminal activity, pinpoint hotspots, and detect new security risks. According to Weisburd et al. (2017), the application of a data-driven approach eases the strategic allocation of resources, enhances the effectiveness of crime targeting efforts, and enables the indicators among people with a substantial risk of engaging in criminal activities. The use of ILP is especially helpful in addressing the challenges posed by organised crime, terrorism, and other intricate criminal activities, as it places significant emphasis on the role of intelligence in both preventing and detecting such activities.
    The utilisation of ILP allows law enforcement agencies to distribute their resources in a manner that reflects the relative severity of the risks involved in criminal activities (College of Policing,2015). On the other hand, the success of ILP relies on the presence and precision of intelligence data, changed by a range of factors, such as the calibre of information sources. There are concerns regarding possible prejudice inherent in intelligent information, which could result in the disproportionate enforcement of law and order within specific communities For example, in a research investigation examining the application of ILP within an urban setting, Ratcliffe and Rengert (2008) discovered that by means of the strategic allocation of resources based on crime data, law enforcement officials achieved a reduction in rates of violent crime within high-risk regions over the course of one year.
     In conclusion, policing models play a crucial role in the support of evidence-based policing (EBP) with the aim to enhance a structured and systematic approaches to fight crime and improve public safety. Each model has strengths and weaknesses and implemented in specific contexts to determinate their effectiveness. Authorities can solve complex crime cases by combining evidence-based method along with the community engagement and stakeholder collaboration.
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