Proposed Title: The cult of Mithras: A study of cult branding in ancient societies 

Ritual initiations can be found in ancient sources for cults from the ancient world. Looking at these initiations, and in particular those rituals involving branding and marking of those who were a part of these societies, one can see that there was no need to keep ones membership a secret. However some of these claims of branding of initiates seem almost unbelievable when looking at the society. The cult of Mithras supposedly branded members as claimed by Tertullian, but when one considers the implications of branding in Roman society this claim emerges as anything from a possibility to almost ludicrous. For this paper to determine the probability of this claim a four part study will be looked at. First a history of branding or markings of such in ancient cults and societies from across the Mediterranean and determine the significance of such a practice. Next a study of the use of branding in the Roman world, from the Republic to the Empire, and what it meant for those in Roman society, from soldiers to slaves. Then a study of the evidence that suggests the use of branding in the cult of Mithras, both literary and archaeological. Finally a look at the changes undergone in initiation as followers left the cult of Mithras and Christianity spread throughout the Roman world and how this may have affected claims towards Mithraism. Based upon this study it will be determined if the claims of branding of initiates in the cult of Mithras was false or perhaps something else entirely. 
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