Christianity and the ecological crisis










What is the relationship between ecology and
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|s this relationship deterministic”?
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The Lynn White Hypothesis

« Lynn White (1907-1987

* Professor of medieval history

The Historical root of our .
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"Formerly man had been part of nature; now
he was the exploiter of nature.”
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—specially in its Western form, Christianity is
the most anthropocentric religion the world
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“The victory of Christianity over paganism
was the greatest psychic revolution in the
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natural objects

3. Natural theology in West



Natural theology




In the East

Intellectual blindness
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In the West

e Sin is moral weakness

* Natural theology requires
action
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“Since the roots of our trouble are so largely
religious, the remedy must also be essentially




ALAN W. WATTS

Jackson Mac Low

BG&T e Il & ' | Thing of

New and Selected Works

Square Zen b ==

LR D PO
1947-1995

R et o e Sl

e (e

bl Vel e
e N honlw

SELECTED wmimings or D

FOITED BY W







Counter arguments




The World religions argument
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Philosophical atomism — Freya Matthews




ereotypes
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* White caricatures
Christianity and paganism

* Ignores vernacular
religion: seasonal ritual,

pilgrimage




Christian responses




Indifferent/hostile

 Usually theologically conservative




Apologetic




The stewardship argument

 (Genesis actually contains two creation stories




Confessional/reconstructive







Bron Taylor

* World religions are sluggish to v
respond to ecologic crisis s






