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[bookmark: _Toc48064291]1.Introduction
[bookmark: _Hlk48058099]This assignment is a research reports based on Virtual Learning Envoiorment as a learning tool, it is created from collecting and analysing primary and secondary data. Virtual Learning Envoiorment triggers the learning outcomes easily. It facilitates the students to exchange opinions regardless of geographical barriers and time limits. The popular virtual learning environment by ‘Moodle’ was introduced for helping educators to create online courses and for focusing collaborative and interaction construction of content over many institutions of various countries ( Secker, 2014).
Several kinds of research material on this topic of the learning experience and effect on students, in general, has been gathered and analysed as a secondary data tool as well a questionnaire based on the identified topic which describes the survey results in a structured way was developed to be used to gather primary data.
[bookmark: _Toc48064292]2.Rationale
This research will show the impact of using Virtual Learning Envoiorment on students, furthermore it will explain what the actual results are based on a questionnaire completed by the students at University of Wales Trinity Saint David London. Understanding the students experience of VLE is the actual need for this research. Moodle has been utilized for quite a few years in the education, we want to investigate how students’ asses certain characteristics and issues of this platform.
[bookmark: _Toc48064293]3.Reserch Objectives
· The main objective of this report is to research the effect of the VLE on students from secondary and primary data.
· The second one is understanding the outcome of the research is another goal of objectives.
· Finally, proper presentation of conducting research represents the whole accomplishment of the report. 

[bookmark: _Toc48064294]4.Literature review
The literature gives insights into a profound investigation of the impacts of the VLE on student, according to Barsky (2017), the positive impacts of VLE to the upper-grade students in the UK used a collaboration of software tool had enabled students and teachers in communication to online for developing students analytical and understanding skills. The performance of students was better on significant tests in the language, vocabulary, and reading with the measurement of deep understanding and also independent thought with multiple perspectives than the students who did not use software for virtual learning (Apex learning, 2020). 
The statistics show that undergraduate students are more likely to access from home for their courses that show enthusiasm for learning in the use of this technology. The necessity of active learners increases capacity, confidence, and enthusiasm using the VLE (Bender, 2017). The findings are that introvert students behave more like extrovert students and become more active when they involved in any online discussion than the discussion of the classroom. It has also concluded that classes in online learning elements have achieved more than the learning in the face to face class (Flewelling, 2015). 
The reports suggest that there are two areas of impact of VLE, including the readiness of learning and integration to the educational process within flexible access in the resources by the students. The reasons to be motivated in VLE for students are control over learning, ownership, fun, communication, and continuity between the contexts (Goodall & Press, 2020). 
As teachers and students have accustomed to the use of modern technologies, it emerges many diverse and more opportunities in the education of teaching strategies, curriculum design, and various possibilities and strategies in learning and teaching (Gutierrez et al., 2018). This generation has also involved through email, cellular phones, blogs, and instant messaging that everybody is more comfortable in VLE. It creates a new approach to learning with online discussion forums. However, whether there is a short lacking in direct communication, the teachers and students have tried to accustom to the learning environment.  Moreover, VLE saves time and makes efficient learning. Online seminars by teachers can increase performance and participation. Teachers must be responsible where any new technology can be embedded in learning and teaching (Okamoto, 2016).   
The negative impacts in VLE are exposed that instruction through web-based does not create emotional and social interaction where the traditional classrooms create it properly. There also an experiment that has found there are no significant differences between the two classrooms (Virtual learning, 2020).  

[bookmark: _Toc48064295]5.Methodology
Qualitive Research Method
According to Ajami & Haidar (2019) “Qualitative research is empirical research where data are not in the form of numbers.”, in my research this is represented by the information obtain from the students that have use VLE as a form of learning, and they are represented in ideas ,opinions and suggestions.
Quantitative Research Method
Quantitative research gathers data in a numerical form, this type of data can be represented with graph and table of raw data. (Ajami & Haidar,2019). The analysis tool that I used is created with excel that represents the percentage with the graph chart and pie chart to understand the actual impact of the study. 
In my research I have used both qualitive and quantitative as it will produce a deeper insight on how this type of learning comes into student advantage or disadvantage.

Population and sample size
The survey is conducted mostly through the undergraduate students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London campus. A total of 19 persons have fulfilled the survey questionnaire out of 20, by replying online to the study, 13 of them were first year students from the same class and 6 were students at different universities. Only one student did not respond to the questionnaire of the survey. Primary and secondary data have conducted in the research to meet the requirements.
Data collection process
Data collection is a procedure of collecting, measuring, and analysing accurate insights for research using standard validated techniques. There are two types of data: primary data that is an original data collected personal by the researcher and secondary data that is gather and recorded by someone else (Jackson & Fearon,2018).
The primary data collection in this report has been gathered from the direct responses of students that have answer the survey questionnaire, this survey was conducted by replying online not face to face due to the coronavirus pandemic. The secondary data is collected from available documents, reports and studies already published.
Ethics in data collection
The name and personal data of students that responded to the survey will remain anonymous; the information provided by them will be used only for study purpose to help conduct this research.
[bookmark: _Toc48064296]6.Results/Findings, analysis, and discussion
Responses at the questioner where collected from different students and represented bellow in order to see the impact that this platform of study has on them.
1.Did you ever used virtual learning environment before using Moodle as an online learning tool?
	[bookmark: _Hlk46772313]Options
	Result

	Yes
	17

	No
	2




Interpretation: In reply, 17 students out of 19 responded that Yes, they have use before this type of platform and only 2 out of 19 have never used VLE before using Moodle. 
It can be said that maximum students have used this type of platform before, so they are familiarized with it.
2.Are you satisfied with the information that you find on Moodle?
	[bookmark: _Hlk46773108]Options
	Result

	Yes
	16

	No
	3




Interpretation: In the figure, 84 % of the students are satisfied with the information that they find on Moodle and only 16% are not satisfied.
 So, it can be concluded that Moodle is a well structure platform that meets all the requirements to help students to achieve their goals and improve their overall performance.
3. Are the online courses material organised on Moodle?
	[bookmark: _Hlk46773998]Options
	Result

	Yes
	18

	No
	1




Interpretation: In the above figure, 95% of students have respondent yes to the question and only 5% of students have replied no to that question. As maximum students reply yes for the question, that the courses material is organised on Moodle we can conclude that this platform is accessible and user friendly.
4. What is your overall rating of this learning tool?
	[bookmark: _Hlk46774145]Options
	Result

	Very Good
	9

	Good
	5

	Fair
	3

	Poor
	1

	Very Poor
	1




Interpretation: The question “What is your overall rating of this learning tool” indicates that 48% of students had replied as very good to this and 26% of students had replied as good to the question. And only 5% of students say that the overall rating is poor and very poor.
 It can be concluded that students enjoy the virtual learning environment for flexibility and that they are satisfied with what this platform provides.

5. Do you agree with the following statement:” The online course material supported my learning”:
	Options
	Result

	Strongly Agree
	10

	Agree
	5

	Neutral
	4

	Disagree
	0

	Strongly Disagree
	0







Interpretation: 53% of students had strongly agreed with this statement. 26% and 21% of students had replied as agree and neutral respectively based on the statement, neither one of them disagree or strongly disagree with the statement. 
It can be concluded that learning and teaching in a VLE facilitate students to develop independent learning. Students can be able to learn anything from the virtual learning process at any time. For independent learning, students must ensure internet accessibility.  

6. Would you recommend this type of learning envoiorment to someone else?
	Options
	Result

	Yes
	18

	No
	1





Interpretation: In the above figure, 95% of students will recommend this type of learning envoiorment to someone else. Only 5% of students will not recommend it further.
Having an overall good experience with this platform makes it more easier for them to recommend to someone else. 
7. From a scale of 1-10 mark how friendly did you find Moodle e-learning program? (10 is the highest mark)

	Options
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Result
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	15




[bookmark: _Hlk46791185]Interpretation: From the figure, 79% of the respondents have find the e-learning program very friendly only 21% of participants find it friendly and there were 0% participants that stated that this platform is not friendly. 

8. Please mark from a scale of 1-10 how enjoyable was your experience with Moodle? (10 is the highest mark)
	Options
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Result
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	18




Interpretation: 95% of the students say that the experience they had was enjoyable, 5% agreed that it was enjoyable and 0 % from student where on the negative side.
 It can be concluded that virtual learning enhances the motivation of the students in the learning process, it makes the information easy to process so it is becoming more pleasant.
9. What did you like the most about Moodle (our online platform)?
At the above question the students answered that some of the things that they like the most about Moodle is that information from the platform is well structured, also that is a very informative learning tool and it is accessible from their houses. From these responses it can be concluded that this platform encourages and attracts more students to use it.
10. In a few words mention some suggestions that will help our university (University of Wales Trinity Saint David) to improve e-learning platform (Moodle)
On this last question from the survey only 1 student suggested an improvement for Moodle and that is : that students can see all the assignment links and submission when they access the modules and is confusing, so rather than this is better for the student to see only his/her link. Rest of 18 students stated that no improvement is needed.
[bookmark: _Toc48064297]Summary of the findings
From all the information collected and analyze it can be concluded that most of the students are satisfied using VLE, therefore by conducting this survey has helped me to understand that this platform if benefic in students life as it provides all the information and support that they need for their studies as well that is easy accessible and user friendly and that is why most of them will recommend it further.

[bookmark: _Toc48064298]7.Conclusion
This research report reflects the positive experience of students engaging with a virtual learning environment. The collected secondary data shows the enthusiasm, motivation, and interest of students that were surveyed and researched to see the experience of different age students. Besides, primary data has collected from preparing online questionnaires and the results also identify that around 80% of students have a positive experience with the virtual learning environment. Finally, this research has performed with ethical standards to maintain real reflection of students. 
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In-Class exercise 2: Final result table
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2.Are you satisfied with the information that you find on Moodle?	
Yes	No	0.84	0.16	


3. Are the online courses material organised on Moodle?	
Yes	No	0.95	0.05	


4. What is your overall rating of this learning tool?	
Very Good	Good	Fair	Poor	Very Poor	0.48	0.26	0.16	0.05	0.05	


5. Do you agree with the following statement:” The online course material supported my learning”:	
Strongly Agree	Agree	Neutral	Disagree	Strongly Disagree	0.53	0.26	0.21	0	0	


6. Would you recommend this type of learning envoiorment to someone else?	
Yes	No	0.95	0.05	


7. From a scale of 1-10 mark how friendly did you find Moodle e-learning program? (10 is the highest mark)	
Not Friendly	2	3	4	Friendly	6	7	8	9	Very Friendly	0	0	0	0	0.21	0.79	


8. Please mark from a scale of 1-10 how enjoyable was your experience with Moodle? 	
Not enjoyable	2	3	4	Enjoyable	6	7	8	9	Very Enjoyable	0	0	0	0	0.05	0.95	


1.Did you ever used virtual learning environment before using Moodle as an online learning tool?	
Yes	No	0.89470000000000005	0.1052	

2
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In - Class exercise   1 :  Questionnaire Design   Student Name:   Maria Sabrina Belcianu   Student  ID:  _ ____ 19 1 4905 ___________   Module Name:  Digital Skills and Research Methods Term 2      Group:      13       Aims:   This exercise i s aimed to help  you  in  questionnaire design   for your assignment.   Please write  down your questions that you are going to use in your primary data collection.    Try to have  different types of questions such as   yes or no question, multiple choice question, Likert scale  question and   open - end   question.     Question 1:     Did you ever   used virtual learning environment before using Moodle as an online learning  tool?   a)   Yes   b)   No     Question 2:     Are you satisfied with the information that you find on Moodle?   a)   Yes   b)   No     Question 3:   Are the online  courses material organised on Moodle?   a)   Yes   b)   No       Question 4   What is your overall rating of this learning tool?   a)   Very Good   b)   Good   c)   Fair   d)   Poor   e)   Very Poor  
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Question 5:   Do you agree with the following statement :” The online course material supported my  learning”:   a)   Strongly agree   b)   Agree   c)   Neutral   d)   Disagree   e)   Strongly disagree       Question 6:   Would you recommend this type of learning envoiorment to someone else?   a)   Yes   b)   No       Question 7:   From a scale  of   1 - 10 mark how friendly did you find Moodle e - learning program? (10 is the  highest mark)  

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  

      Question 8:   Please mark from a scale of 1 - 10 how enjoyable was your experience with Moodle? (10 is  the highest mark)  

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  

        Question 9:   What did you like the most about Moodle (our online platform)?         Question 10:   In a few words mention some suggestions that will help our  university ( University of Wales  Trinity Saint David) to improve e - learning platform   (Moodle)  
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Yes 17

No 2

Yes 16

No 3

Yes 18

No 1

Very Good 9

Good 5

Fair 3

Poor 1

Very Poor 1

Strongly Agree 10

Agree 5

Neutral 4

Disagree 0

Strongly Disagree 0

4. What is your overall rating of this learning tool?

5. Do you agree with the following statement:” The online 

course material supported my learning”:

Student name:Maria Sabrina Belcianu  ID:1914905

Results on the questionnaire about the impact of VLE 

on the students of UWTSD lONDON

1.Did you ever used virtual learning environment before 

using Moodle as an online learning tool?

2.Are you satisfied with the information that you find on 

Moodle?

3. Are the online courses material organised on Moodle?
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Yes 18

No 1

8. Please mark from a scale of 1-10 how enjoyable was your 

experience with Moodle? (10 is the highest mark)

18 students answer that the experience as very enjoyable(10 

mark on the scale) and 1 student found it enjoyable(5 mark on 

the scale)

9. What did you like the most about Moodle (our online 

platform)?

Most of the students answered that some of the things that 

they like the most about Moodle is that information from the 

platform is well structured, also that is a very informative 

learning tool and it is accessible from their houses.

10. In a few words mention some suggestions that will help 

our university (University of Wales Trinity Saint David) to 

improve e-learning platform (Moodle)

Only 1 student suggested an improvement for Moodle and 

that is : that students can see all the assignment links and 

submission when they access the modules and is confusing, so 

rather than this is better for the student to see only his/her 

link.

6. Would you recommend this type of learning 

envoiorment to someone else?

7. From a scale of 1-10 mark how friendly did you find 

Moodle e-learning program? (10 is the highest mark)

15 students have find the e-learning program very friendly(10 

mark on the scale) and only 4 found it friandly(5 mark on the 

scale)
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