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Introduction
In this Essay I am going to present a visual representation of my personal learning environment and evaluate its strengths and weaknesses, not only for myself but also for other people in general. There are a variety of methods that people use to learn, everyone reacts differently to these methods and what one person might find a very beneficial and uncomplicated way of learning, another may find the same method disengaging and difficult to register. I will also define the methods individually and express my personal experiences with each method, stating whether I found it advantageous or disadvantageous for certain situations and why. I will also discuss the use of technology being adapted into the learning environment and whether it has a positive or negative impact on the way we learn today and if we need it to progress in the modern-day world.

The way we learn has changed massively even in the last decade, a variety of new technology has been introduced to the world that makes information more accessible and made learning a possibly quicker and more efficient process for some, others may disagree. One of the biggest breakthroughs in the world of learning was the world wide web, this allowed us to access practically any information at the click of a button and in the matter of seconds, which is effortless compared to scanning through books for hours on end to find the information you were seeking. The first stages of the world wide web are now referred to as Web 1.0, this was basically made up entirely of millions of web pages connected entirely by hyperlinks. This was still nothing like the online world today however, as there was no interactive content provided, so although the internet made a massive difference to learning in general, people were not free to voice their opinions on there at that point or interact with other people. Social media did not exist until the 2000’s and a lot of todays youngsters rely on all different methods of social media to not only stay in contact with their friends and family but to also learn, this is where Web 2.0 becomes known to the world, although it cannot be determined when exactly as it just developed alongside technology. “Since 2004, Web 2.0 has been the term used to describe the social web, where social networking sites hold a prominent place in users' online activities. The shift to this more interactive web from Web 1.0 generally occurred as a result of technological changes that made the internet – and the ability to develop content – more accessible. These changes include broadband internet, better browsers, AJAX and the mass development of widgets. In Web 2.0, applications are also more likely to be open source, providing users with a greater ability to influence the web.” (Technopedia, 2018) The web isn’t the only breakthrough in the learning world, although probably one of the largest, many forms of technology have been introduced over the past century, including computers, various software, mobile phones, etc.
I, personally find many pros and cons to this in my daily life. I rely on technology for a great deal, not only learning but also day to day activities. I think technology has easily made everything in general a lot easier for people, including myself. 100 years ago, we relied on paper and a stamp to keep in contact with any relatives/ friends that did not live close by, now we just email them. Technology can also give people a false image of others, many will feel more at ease sharing their opinions from behind a computer screen, and often would act very differently in person compared to online, however, engaging and participating in online discussion can contribute to our brains and make it easier to digest information if you enjoy doing it. I personally find that I enjoy using social media for every day life, and unconsciously I learn a great deal from simply doing this. It is believed that in future, all learning will be done online, and classrooms will be a thing of the past.
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My Personal Learning Environment
[bookmark: _Hlk510527255]“ A PLE is characterized by the freeform use of a set of lightweight services and tools that belong to and are controlled by individual learners. Rather than integrating different services into a centralized system, the idea is to provide the learner with a myriad of services and hand over control to her to select and use the services the way she deems fit. A PLE driven approach does not only provide personal spaces, which belong to and are controlled by the user, but also requires a social context by offering means to connect with other personal spaces for effective knowledge sharing and collaborative knowledge creation.” (Mohamed A. Chatti, 2018)
I use a wide variety of resources to help me learn, both online and offline. I find that I am just one of those people who has a very short attention span and I get easily distracted if I’m not engaged and enjoying my learning experience, I find YouTube helps with this as I engage a lot easier with videos than written work. Seeing actual people on screen explaining whatever topic I’m learning about and voicing their opinions in actual speech grips my attention a lot more than say reading an essay in black and white would. Another method that I use unconsciously for learning is definitely social media, Just scrolling through my Facebook can not only teach me local information but also worldwide news, using this to engage with the public and also friends and family is extremely beneficial to my learning journey as well as using it to keep in contact with my university peers to update each other on any changes in assignments/ classes and just share any general information that is needed. Another form of technology that I almost completely rely on for accessing information and learning new things/ solving any questions is Google, I probably rely on this search engine the most to assist me with my learning and day to day questions, and especially my research for my university studies. Even though I do rely on modern technology and the world wide web tremendously to assist me on my learning journey, I still think that I enjoy the class room environment more and find it easier to understand when I have an individual teaching me in person and explaining anything I struggle with rather than reading that same information from a computer, I find that for some unknown reason that even though I’m reading the information, it doesn’t seem to be digesting with me and I’ll have to read it repeatedly to even begin to understand what it means. Asking for a simpler explanation from a teacher is always still an option via email if necessary but it would still be the same issue for me, I find it a lot more effortless to have someone explain anything I didn’t understand in person and also with help from other class members I ‘get it’ much quicker. I find it a much more engaging experience in the class room environment and also a lot more enjoyable and efficient. Online learning seems more of an option rather than compulsory, although we should possess the ability to learn at home and alone, I think some people get a lot more distracted, I certainly do, and end up putting it off or getting confused. There are many people who are the opposite to me and find that learning at home, alone is a lot more beneficial for them, but in my opinion, I think we need a balance between the two.

My Digital Literacy

As a student in general, I’d say I’m rather average in the use of digital technology. On a daily basis as I’ve said above, I rely on technology for almost everything, but I think I struggle slightly with using digital technology to learn. Not only does it take me longer, but chances are, its not going to significantly register in my brain either as I become disinterested, not in the subject but just maybe in the lack of in person human engagement.
“People learn in different ways. And no one has a better learning style than anyone else. Some experts say there are as many as seven different learning styles; but it's easier to narrow it down to three types of learning...
We'll call them:
1. Listening learners
2. Seeing learners
3. Touch / experience learners” (WorldWideLearn.com, 2018)
I’d say I’m a combination of the three, but more so a Listening learner.
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