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PROPOSAL/CYNNIG (To include aim, methodology, main theories and indicative bibliography.
AIM: The main aim for my dissertation is to see whether altruistic or “positive”, and negative gatherings of conformists in religious organisations mirror and perform as well as they do within other cultures, specifically pop cultures. My second aim is to explore in depth two different examples; one of a conformed culture and the other of psychological debates and theoretical ideas surrounding both topics. My first topic is the influence of ‘The Beatles’ as well as the “Beatlemania” movement, specifically, from 1962 -1966. In my second topic I will explore the different psychological ideas and theories of conformity and how these are woven into religious movements as well as pop cultures. My third aim is to give my views upon this debate and see if the research of other psychologist’s theories reinforces or negates my views. Currently, in this early stage, the research will range from Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Stanley Milgram and other experts in the field of religion and psychological conformity. I will also observe practical experiments within conformity and base the results from my findings of conformity within religious movements and other pop cultures. 
My research may take me to a point where I can come to a plausible conclusion. This will be on whether altruistic/negative gatherings of people in pop cultures and other movements, mirror conformity within historical religious organisations or through different psychological investigations of different topics of conformity. This will cover the roles of ideologies, the power and influences of a charismatic leader, the qualities and theories of “emotion and devotion” towards different movements, personal views of followers, the role of gender equality and possibly more topics upon further research.




METHODOLOGY: Firstly, I need to explore and research what the concept of culture is and how culture can be defined both in modern and historical societies. This will help me to better understand my own opinions upon this debate and learn what different cultures are and what they can mean. 
I will spend “Block 2 and Block 3” (October 21st – December 20th) researching Beatlemania and the fan-led movements behind it. I will compare through observing case studies how this movement influenced fans/followers back in the early 1960s through to the followers and fans of today. I will be analysing case studies of core Beatles fans and observe their emotional responses to various Beatles songs. This may involve how religious orchestrations hold emotional impacts on their followers throughout the world. I will also interview avid fans of the Beatles, and other people from religious and pop cultural groups on how their conformity to these groups have impacted on their lives mentally, physically and psychologically.
I will spend “Block 4 and Block 5” (January 6th – March 6th) researching my second topic on the psychological interpretations and theories surrounding the conformity of collectives and cite works that agree with my current views and theories.  I will research theories by Carl Jung and Sigmund Freud, as well as seeking to reinforce my own views by looking at practical experiments of conformity by Stanley Milgram as well as other psychologists. I will then compare my research and findings from my second topic to my first. I will compare how the practical’s and theories discussed in this topic can be seen in the rise of Beatlemania as well as new religious movements and possibly religious ceremonies.
I will spend “Block 6” and the Easter break (March 16th – May 1st) coming to a mature and fair conclusion on the research question. I will re-evaluate all the debates and practical’s given and discussed, to accurately measure each argument researched throughout my dissertation to conclude with final theories and views on the subject. I will conclude on whether altruistic gatherings of conformists within cultures and pop cultures psychologically compare to those in religion and religious movements.

MAIN THEORIES: My working theory on this question is that altruistic and even negative conformities of collective groups share the same psychological characteristics in all cultures; whether religious or not. However, I can see opposition to this opinion as the concept of “culture” is interpreted differently by experts in different fields. One brief example is the findings of different religious groups as psychologist Sigmund Freud believed in his “Primal Horde” and “Wish Fulfilment” theories, whereas, Carl Jung has a theory related to the “Archetypes of the mind” which play significant roles in the joining and acceptance of different movements. I will explore and observe these different debates throughout my research to eventually come to possibly different concluding opinions upon the completion of my dissertation. 
This question needs to be discussed and debated because I believe that my chosen topic of “Beatlemania” can be debated to hold the same psychological qualities of conformity as for example, Christianity, despite being two entirely different concepts and ways of living.
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