Chapter 3 
Introduction 
Dangerous dogs and how the police deal with them are is a relevant topic especially with the recent XL Bully ban coming into place in 2023. Cases surrounding attacks and policing strategies are often headlining news articles. The research conducted will look to outline officers experiences when dealing with incidents requiring the use of the dangerous dog legislation. The data will analyse how officers roles and training have an effect on these experiences. The literature review has highlighted a gap in research surrounding the newest dangerous dog legislation of the XL Bully ban. Therefore the research is essential for this project as it will allow the analysis of up to date data surrounding this topic.

3.1 Research strategy 
The research strategy that will be used for this dissertation will be a survey that will be distributed via an online link, provided to the participants of the project. This method has been chosen because it is an effective way to be able to gather data from a range of participants quickly. The survey is also easily distributed to the participants. The participants with be police constables from Gwent Police from three departments including response, neighbourhood and the dog handling unit. A survey will be a questionnaire which provides a purposive sample, there will be a maximum of 30 to ensure that there is a promotion of a diverse range of experiences. This research method will allow a large amount of data to be collected in a short period of time. The participants will remain anonymous with only their department that they work in being known.

3.2 Data collection 
Data collection for this project will take place through a survey which will contain mixed methods to gather both quantitative and qualitative data. Closed questions will be used in order to collect a range of raw data. This will make up most of the survey. There will also be a small number of open questions will be used to gather information on the suggestions of the participants regarding how training and tactics of the police can be improved. To ensure that the data is both reliable and valid, the questions in the questionnaire will be easily understood, and all possible answers will be covered for any of the closed questions. 





3.3 Data Analysis 
The quantitative data will provide descriptive statics using graphs including pie chart and bar charts to show to present the findings, google data will be used in order to assist with the production of the graphs and charts. The qualitative raw data will provide content analysis. Themes will be identified and presented in the analysis. 

3.4 Limitations and potential problems 
The research is relying on officers from different departments within Gwent Police to complete the questionnaire. There is the potential that there will not be enough officers in each department to complete the research questionnaire. There are also inherited risks with doing an online questionnaire that there may be technological difficulties. I will ensure that it is accessed via a secure link and user friendly to try and avoid these potential problems. This research will be using professionals as samples which has little ethical impact however during reporting on and collecting the research and data there is a social responsibility when writing the dissertation as the topic concerns owners, animals and sensitive situations where there have been deaths due to dogs being dangerously out of control. Police overs involved in the survey may have been subjected to attending these traumatic attacks I will look to provide a debrief form and any support should they feel they require it.

Summary of the chapter 
This chapter has demonstrated what methodology will be used in order to collate primary data which will be analysed later on in this dissertation. Using a survey to collect both quantitative and qualitative raw data is the most efficient and effective way for this dissertation.

