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This commentary will look at Shenton’s (2022) article ‘What’s Behind the Backlash to Lightyear’s Animated Kiss?’ and will delve into Disney’s first movie featuring a kiss between a homosexual couple. While there have been references to homosexuality in previous Disney TV shows and films, ‘Lightyear’ is the first movie to feature the kiss of a homosexual couple, as they celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary. This commentary will also look at the progressiveness of Disney over the years, in addressing and including social and ethnic minorities in their movies over time and will analyse the comments and backlash that has come on the back of the movie’s releases, while considering the ways in which cultural studies could address the inequalities throughout. 
Shenton’s 2022 article highlights many themes throughout, but mostly analyses the uproar and backlash that came from the brief kiss in the movie. Shenton describes the laws and bills that have been introduced in America just this year, including the Parental Rights in Education bill (Florida Government, 2022), also known as the ‘Don’t Say Gay’ bill throughout the US, due to the bill prohibiting the teachings of sexuality and gender for children under the age of 8 (3rd grade). Shenton also discusses the anthropological studies of Disney movies, how their movies have not previously been perceived as ‘too progressive’ but often not progressive enough, containing many racial and heterosexual stereotypes, that often glaze over issues and history. 
Following the release of Disney’s ‘Lightyear’, it takes only a quick search to find backlash surrounding the kiss, with the National Catholic Register (2022) warning parents not to take their children to see the film due to the same sex scene, with public comments beneath stating “[Disney] are coming for our children”, and “Boycott Disney”, as well as a host of tweets and complaints on Twitter, and other news outlets and websites. Others have taken a different plan of action, with 14 countries across the Middle East banning the release due to its “violation of the countries media standards” (Independent, 2022). The banning of the film in Middle Eastern countries shows the cultural differences between more Western civilisations and the progression of LGBTQ+ as a society here, considering homosexuality is punishable by death still in Pakistan, Iran and eight other countries (Statista, 2019).
While Disney is currently being condemned and congratulated for its ‘wokeness’ from different avenues, this has not always been the case. Disney movies are most well-known for the fairy tales and representation of the ‘damsel in distress’, the ‘hero’ and the heterosexual romance stories, and has been criticised in the past for the lack of accurate and proportionate representation of ethnic minorities (Pershing et al, 2010). Disney’s representation of minorities previously has been historically inaccurate (Mulan, Pocahontas), and often misogynistic and misrepresentative of women, with women often looking for their ‘true love’ or changing themselves to be with a strong male character for example, The Little Mermaid (Byrne and McQuillan, 1999). 
While Disney has been attempting to improve its approach to ethnic minorities over the years with movies being released such as ‘Encanto’, ‘Raya the Last Dragon’, and ‘Coco’, ‘Lightyear’ is the first movie to be released featuring a homosexual kiss. Disney has released homosexual characters in the past, but there has not previously been a kiss, or show of affection between homosexual characters (Yahoo News, 2022). While many complaints against the kiss reference the inappropriateness of the kiss for children, they fail to complain about heterosexual scenes. There are websites dedicated to the “Ten Best Disney Kiss Scenes”, that have not been acknowledged by those who complain about ‘inappropriateness’ and there are even some disturbing scenes surrounding sexuality in some movies, for example in ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame’, Frollo struggles with his desire for Esmerelda, and while there is no kiss in this scene, Frollo sings ‘she will be mine, or she will burn’, referencing his lust for her, and how he only wants her to be his. This shows the strong misogynistic culture that was featured in Disney movies up to at least the 1990’s (Byrne and McQuillan, 1999). 
Current cultural studies (Wills, 2017) have shown that Disney has increased the representation of minorities in recent years, in reversing its misogynistic stances and having introduced more feminist characters and films, such as Merida in ‘Brave’, Elsa in ‘Frozen’ and Moana, and have progressed in their representation of ethnic minorities, in films such as ‘Coco’, ‘Encanto’ and ‘Luca’, it is only natural that in continuing this progression, more LGBTQ+ representation should follow, which is why the ‘Lightyear’ kiss is a step in the right direction. Naturally as cultures change throughout the world, so should media. Culture studies could continue to aid in the understanding and progression of media by educating on the minorities misrepresented throughout the community and media and help to eliminate further discrimination and prejudice (Wills, 2017, and Gurevitch et al, 2005).
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