Salima Ikram 
VICTUAL, RITUAL OR BOTH? FOOD OFFERINGS FROM THE FUNERARY ASSEMBLAGE OF ISITEMKHEB
Ikram discusses the use of food offerings and the meaning or purpose being victual (to nourish as food) or as an aspect of Ancient Egyptian ritual. 
Overall, the article is clear and concise using a list format to detail the offerings found in the tomb without crowded paragraphs which can be difficult to navigate when referring back to specific examples. The article is written with the assumption that the reader has prior existing knowledge of Ancient Egypt, referencing terms such as ka and sema-tawy as well as time periods. Ikram raises several questions for the reader throughout the article, providing the article as a source of information in addition to a tool for discussion and comparison to similar works. The article poses the discussion of why these specific offerings have been made as well as the meaning behind their preparation and wrapping; for example, Ikram questions why the windpipe and lungs of a calf may be offered but not a liver which is seen as having more nutritious value, and also questions why the offerings were wrapped in fabric rather than enclosed in small wooden coffins. The main question of the article, victual or ritual, remains largely unanswered with Ikram posing possible explanations but unable to definitively answer.
Ikram discusses the preparation of the offerings which appears unusual in comparisons to food offerings studied from other tombs. Food offerings are a significant part of Ancient Egyptian funerary beliefs as Harrington (2012) states that food offerings are made to the deceased in order to provide and nourish the ka, using offerings such as the foreleg of a living calf; the absence of the right foreleg of the calf is noted to be missing by Ikram who suggests it may have played a different role in the funerary ritual in this case.
Ikram discusses the use of victual mummies which differ from the original type of food offering, suggesting an additional form of symbolism or role the food offering play in the New Kingdom; this may be linked to Taylor (2001) who states that food offerings to nourish the ka were partly replaced by the use of offering cults and magical images or objects, possibly to save much needed provisions for those still leaving to consume instead, but there was a revival of this funerary tradition in the New Kingdom. This change in traditions may suggest why the food offerings differ from what may be expected and demonstrate more thought towards symbolism and ritual than simply nourishment.
Many of the unusual aspects of the food offering may be attributed to royal funerary differences, local or time-specific culture differences or the offerings may be tailored specifically to the owner they were given to. However, Ikram notes that we cannot even be certain who the owner of these offerings is; while it is assumed to be Isitemkheb D, it could also be her husband Pinudjem II who was buried in the same tomb. This may suggest more royal symbolism and tradition to explain the offerings.
