Trudi Mayo		2215985
THE HERITAGE RESPONSE TO BLACK LIVES MATTER – A COMPARISON OF BRISTOL AND CARDIFF

The toppling of the statue of the Bristol slave-trader Edward Colston in June 2020 propelled the city of Bristol to the forefront of the Black Lives Matter campaign, with footage of it being seen worldwide. This essay looks at how two cities, Bristol and Cardiff, have responded to the Black Lives Matter movement. It looks firstly at how the Black Lives Matter movement came into being and then at the background of the cities’ involvement in the transatlantic slave trade (in the case of Cardiff, overall Welsh involvement is discussed), the lasting effects that the trade has had on the cities, and how they have chosen to respond to the recent surge of attention precipitated by the Black Lives Matter agenda.
Black Lives Matter as a movement started in 2013 as a Facebook post and Twitter hashtag responding to the acquittal of police officer George Zimmerman who shot and killed seventeen year old Trayvon Martin in Florida.[footnoteRef:1] Further episodes of alleged police brutality over the subsequent years caused the movement to grow, with demonstrations being mounted around the world in response to each incident. The Black Lives Matter website outlines its mission as ‘to eradicate white supremacy and build local power to intervene in violence inflicted on black communities by the state and vigilantes’ and it has been described as a ‘spiritual, emotional movement created by implicit evils in our society that we have not been willing to face’.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Aleem Maqbool, Black Lives Matter: From Social Media Post To Global Movement (2020) https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-53273381 [Accessed 10th April 2023].]  [2:  Ibid.] 

The death of George Floyd in May 2020 ignited the Black Lives Matter movement worldwide. The Twitter hashtag was used 47.8 million times between 26th May and 7th June 2020, and protests, demonstrations and statue toppling and defacing occurred.[footnoteRef:3] It was this renewed explosion of support for the movement that caused many cities to re-examine their links to the slave trade, in recognition that it played a large part in the racism that still exists today[footnoteRef:4] – as expressed by the United Nations in 2023 ‘the long shadow of slavery still looms over the lives of people of African descent who carry with them the transgenerational trauma and who continue to confront marginalization, exclusion, and bigotry’.[footnoteRef:5] It is also suggested that present-day racism can be traced directly to the political arguments about the inferiority of black people put forward to defend slavery in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.[footnoteRef:6] Similarly Madge Dresser’s point that anti-black sentiment (‘Negrophobia’), and the way that Africans were invariably portrayed as slaves and thus as property, can still be seen to influence perceptions today.[footnoteRef:7] A very current example of this is the investigation in April 2023 into a Haverfordwest councillor’s remarks that ‘all white men should have a black slave’ and that black people are ‘lower class than us white people’.[footnoteRef:8] [3:  Monica Anderson, Michael Barthel, Andrew Perrin and Emily A. Vogels, #BlackLivesMatter Surges On Twitter After George Lloyd’s Death (2020), https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/06/10/blacklivesmatter-surges-on-twitter-after-george-floyds-death/ [Accessed 10th April 2023].]  [4:  Lance Selfa, ‘Slavery And The Origins Of Racism’, International Socialism Project, 1 August 2021, https://internationalsocialism.net/slavery-and-the-origins-of-racism/ [Accessed 22 April 2023].]  [5:  United Nations, Dismantling Racism Today Starts By Understanding Slavery’s ‘Horrific’ Past (2023), https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/03/1135067 [Accessed 10th April 2023].]  [6:  David Olusoga, The Roots Of European Racism Lie In The Slave Trade, Colonialism, And Edward Long (2015), https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2015/sep/08/european-racism-africa-slavery [Accessed 10th April 2023].]  [7:  Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured: The Social History Of The Slave Trade In Bristol (2007), Bristol: Redcliffe Press Ltd.]  [8:  BBC News, Haverfordwest Councillor’s Alleged Slave Comments Investigated, 12 April 2023, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-65246336?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA [Accessed 26 April 2023].] 

There is evidence of Bristol’s involvement in the transatlantic slave trade from the early 16th century, but it really took off once the Royal African Company lost its monopoly in 1698, with 2,008 slaving voyages from Bristol made between 1698 and 1807 involving 486,059 enslaved Africans.[footnoteRef:9] Of the thirty-one MPs for Bristol between 1679 and 1754, only two had no links to the slave trade, illustrating how the trade also shaped political life.[footnoteRef:10] Throughout the 18th Century, Bristol benefitted in numerous ways from its involvement in the trade: shipowners and merchants, investors in slave-trading companies, dock workers, shipbuilders, manufacturers of goods to be traded for slaves in Africa, copper producers for copper-bottoming of ships, the fledgling insurance trade, and suppliers of ship’s provisions and equipment.[footnoteRef:11] [9:  Hugh Thomas, The Slave Trade: The Story Of The Atlantic Slave Trade: 1440-1870 (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1997). Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured. David Richardson, The Bristol Slave Traders: A Collective Portrait (Bristol: Bristol Branch of the Historical Society, 1985).]  [10:  David Richardson, The Bristol Slave Traders, pp. 24-25.]  [11:  Ibid.] 

Bristol’s ‘urban renaissance’ of the 18th century can also be largely attributed to the slave trade wealth – ‘there is not a brick in the city but what is cemented in the blood of a slave’.[footnoteRef:12] Many streets were constructed to house the newly-wealthy, the most grand development being Queen Square, completed in 1720, just when Bristol was becoming Britain’s premier slave trading port. By 1730, ‘at least ten out of the twenty-four substantial ratepayers on the square were engaged in the African trade’.[footnoteRef:13] Bristol’s most notorious slave trader, Edward Colston, became deputy governor of the Royal African Company during the years of its monopoly and later slave traded privately, and was a prominent member of The Society of Merchant Venturers and MP for Bristol.[footnoteRef:14] He gave some of his wealth to the city of Bristol, notably by founding two schools named after him, and his name has been given to streets and buildings plus the infamous statue erected in 1895.[footnoteRef:15] [12:  James F. Nicholls and John Taylor, Bristol Past And Present, Vol. 3 (London: J.W. Arrowsmith, 1882), p. 165.]  [13:  Ibid. p. 105.]  [14:  Roger Ball, The Royal African Company And Edward Colston (1680-92), Bristol Radical History Group (2020), https://www.brh.org.uk/site/articles/edward-colston-research-paper-2/ [Accessed 10th April 2023].]  [15:  Jessica Moody, ‘Off The Pedestal: The Fall Of Edward Colston’ in Public History Review, 28, 1-5 (2021).] 

Welsh involvement in the transatlantic slave trade was more subtle than that of Bristol, being based on the supply of materials to facilitate the trade, rather than direct ownership of slaving vessels. This involvement began in the 17th century with John Coster, who moved his copper smelting business from Bristol to South Wales. There was a close link between South Wales and the Bristol slave trade due to the demand for copper rods that were used as a form of exchange for enslaved Africans in the Bight of Biafra.[footnoteRef:16] By the 1720s Thomas Coster was part-owner of several slave ships with Bristol’s Joseph Iles and Isaac Hobhouse, and invested substantially in these using his copper industry wealth.[footnoteRef:17] As Evans notes, ‘there was an eerie symmetry between the smelting of copper in South Wales and Bristol slaving’ and ‘it was no accident that the two should rise in tandem’.[footnoteRef:18] [16:  Chris Evans, Slave Wales: The Welsh And Atlantic Slavery 1660-1850 (Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 2010).]  [17:  Ibid.]  [18:  Chris Evans, ‘Slavery And Welsh Industry Before And After Emancipation’ in Emancipation And The Remaking Of The British Imperial World, ed. by Catherine Hall, Nicholas Draper and Keith McCllelland (Manchester: Manchester University Press 2014), p. 66.] 

In North Wales, Thomas Williams, owner of the Parys Mountain copper mine in Anglesey, financed the development of the ‘copper bottoming’ of ships by which ‘Welsh copper was, quite literally, holding together the naval force that guaranteed security for slave traders and slave holders in Britain’s Atlantic empire.[footnoteRef:19] By 1800, 41% of worldwide smelted copper was from Wales, a large proportion of which was exported to Africa for trading and to the West Indies as copper vessels for the sugar plantations.[footnoteRef:20] [19:  Ibid. p.39.]  [20:  Ibid.] 

Further Welsh links to slavery are Welsh woollens, also known as ‘Negro cloth’, which were used to clothe slaves on the plantations, the financing of the early coal mines and iron industry in South Wales by slave traders such as Anthony Bacon (thus precipitating the industrial revolution in South Wales), and the Penrhyn slate quarry in North Wales founded by the Pennant family using money from slave plantations in Jamaica, which completely transformed the landscape and fortunes of North Wales.[footnoteRef:21] By the 1830s, copper mined by slaves was being exported from Cuba to South Wales for smelting. Welsh-owned copper companies in Cuba carried on with this until 1843 when the publicity around the continued use of slaves led to the ‘Act for the more Effectual Suppression of the Slave Trade’, a major Welsh contribution to abolition (however, as noted by Evans, ‘this contribution stemmed less from the ardour of Welsh abolitionism than from the success of Welsh industry in generating new and conspicuous hotspots of slave exploitation’).[footnoteRef:22] [21:  Ibid.]  [22:  Ibid. p. 129.] 

There has long been a sanitising of the history of the slave trade and colonialism in general, and Bristol and Cardiff are no exception to this. This late acceptance of involvement is largely due to the historical amnesia surrounding Britain’s involvement in slavery. An emphasis on Britain’s involvement in abolition, rather than acknowledging that it was also the protagonist, and the ease with which slavery could be ignored as it took place in the Caribbean and thus could be treated as ‘out of sight, out of mind’, contributed to this ignoring of the facts. Linked to this is the idea of imperial amnesia, where the lack of education on the history of empire can cause ‘the geographic distance of empire to be compounded by a distancing of the mind’, cultural dementia, whereby elements of the past are forgotten and misremembered, and the overall silencing of discussion of our difficult past.[footnoteRef:23] The integral part that slavery played in the industrial revolution is also largely forgotten (the cotton mills in Northern England being reliant upon cotton produced on American slave plantations); in fact it can be argued that the industrial revolution would not have succeeded if it wasn’t for these links and furthermore that the capitalist global economy was founded on slavery.[footnoteRef:24] As David Olusoga put it ‘The black men and women of the American South are the missing persons in the popular retelling of our industrial heritage’.[footnoteRef:25] [23:  Katie Donington, ‘Relics Of Empire? Colonialism And The Culture Wars’ in Embers Of Empire In Brexit Britain, (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019). David Andress, Cultural Dementia: How The West Has Lost Its History And Risks Losing Everything Else (London: Head of Zeus, 2018). Michel-Rolph Truillot, Silencing The Past: Power And The Production Of History (Massachusetts: Beacon Press, 1997).]  [24:  Joseph E. Inikori, ‘Atlantic Slavery And The Rise Of The Capitalist Global Economy, Current Anthropology, 61.S22 October 2022, https://doi.org/10.1086/709818 [Accessed 22 April 2023].]  [25:  David Olusoga, Black and British, p.26.] 

The theory of denial by the perpetrators of atrocity is relevant here. Tunbridge and Ashworth’s four strategies used by perpetrators – ‘deliberate collective amnesia’, where events are not commemorated or taught and are portrayed as being too far in the past to be worth considering, ‘relativism’, where blame is diluted by extending it to as many people as possible (‘everyone was doing it’), ‘demonisation’, where blame is placed on a specific group of people who can be held solely guilty thus absolving the rest of society, and ‘victim blaming’, where the victims of atrocity are held responsible for their own plight, can all be applied to the denial of links to slavery.[footnoteRef:26]  [26:  John E. Tunbridge and Gregory J. Ashworth, Dissonant Heritage: The Management Of The Past As A Resource In Conflict (Chichester: John Wiley & Sons, 1996), pp.108-110.] 

Bristol has long been accused of turning a blind eye to its links to slavery. The most obvious example of this is the ‘Cult of Colston’ that grew up around Edward Colston, elevating him to a hero of the city, and culminating in the erection of his now notorious statue with a plaque simply stating ‘Erected by the Citizens of Bristol as a memorial to one of the most virtuous and wise sons of their city’. There were also streets, schools, pubs and institutions named after him, stained glass windows in Bristol Cathedral, and ‘Colston Day’ celebrated each year on his birthday.[footnoteRef:27] The glorification of Colston in the late 19th century can be seen as being more than just about one man and rather part of a form of ‘memory cult’ based around promoting Christian values and civic pride for the city of Bristol, especially as this was an era when many traditions were being invented throughout the U.K.[footnoteRef:28] It can also be seen as ‘an attempt to reassert paternalism in the face of anxiety over working class unrest’.[footnoteRef:29] Defences of Colston’s involvement have largely followed the relativism approach, examples being Colston Day speeches made by the Church of England in the 1920s and 1930s stating that his actions should be seen in the context of the time in which he lived, even asserting that anyone who did not make money from the slave trade was a ‘freak’.[footnoteRef:30] [27:  Jessica Moody, ‘Off The Pedestal’.]  [28:  Ibid. p. 2. Madge Dresser, Slavery Obscured. Eric Hobsbawm and Terence Ranger, The Invention Of Tradition, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press (2012).]  [29:  James Watts, ‘Edward Colston Statue Toppled: How Bristol Came To See The Slave Trader As A Hero And Philanthropist’, The Conversation, https://theconversation.com/edward-colston-statue-toppled-how-bristol-came-to-see-the-slave-trader-as-a-hero-and-philanthropist-140271 (2020) [Accessed 19th April 2023].]  [30:  Bristol Radical History Group, Edward Colston: A Century Of Dissent And Protest https://www.brh.org.uk/site/articles/edward-colston-a-century-of-dissent-and-protest/ (2022) [Accessed 21 April 2023].] 

Similarly, in Cardiff and other places in Wales, links to the slave trade have until recently been glossed over. There are many memorials, public buildings and streets commemorating people that were involved in the slave trade, but with no interpretation. A Welsh government survey in 2020 identified twenty-one individuals who either took part in or benefitted from the slave trade, with 187 memorials, buildings or street names associated with them.[footnoteRef:31] Thomas Picton, in particular, had multiple streets and pubs named after him across South Wales, including a statue and portrait in Cardiff City Hall.[footnoteRef:32] [31:  Welsh Government, The Slave Trade And The British Empire: An Audit Of Commemoration In Wales, https://www.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-12/the-slave-trade-and-the-british-empire-an-audit-of-commemoration-in-wales.pdf (2020) [Accessed 19 April 2023].]  [32:  Ibid.] 

With growing awareness of the legacy of slavery, one of the main controversies is whether the people involved should continue to be commemorated or whether these ‘reluctant sites of memory’ should be removed or re-interpreted.[footnoteRef:33] Since abolition, most of the education around the slave trade emphasised the part played by Britain in the abolition movement. However from the 1920s onwards, particularly in Bristol, there have been intermittent episodes of dissent which started to gain a real momentum in the 1990s. (This runs counter to suggestions that the response to the Black Lives Matter movement is merely ‘a product of ‘woke’, faddist politics propagated by people from outside Bristol’.)[footnoteRef:34] Charles MacInnes’s pamphlet in 1963, whilst drawing attention to Bristol’s involvement in the slave trade, still followed the revisionist approach, asserting that ‘these were not wicked men but pillars of society in their own time’ and that there is ‘little justification for that macabre self-satisfaction which some Bristolians appear to derive from the recollection of the presumed moral depravity of their forebears’.[footnoteRef:35] (This can also be seen as a collective amnesia or demonisation strategy).[footnoteRef:36] [33:  Olivette Otele, ‘The Guerrilla Arts In Brexit Bristol’, in Embers Of Empire In Brexit Britain, ed. Stuart Ward and Astrid Rasch (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2019), p. 134.]  [34:  Bristol Radical History Group, Edward Colston.]  [35:  Charles MacInnes, Bristol And The Slave Trade, Bristol Branch of the Historical Association https://archive.org/details/bristolslavetrad0000maci/page/n1/mode/2up?view=theater&q=macabre (1963) [Accessed 21 April 2023].]  [36:  John E. Tunbridge, Dissonant Heritage, pp. 108-110.] 

By 1973 the publishing of A Shocking History of Bristol brought wider attention to the issue and to the continuing celebration of the ‘cult of Colston’. By the 1990s the momentum was growing, with events such as the Trophies of Empire exhibition at the Arnolfini gallery, the boycott of the Colston Hall by Bristol band Massive Attack, installations at the Colston statue, protests at the launching of the replica ship the Matthew and at the Festival of the Sea, and the 1999 exhibition A Respectable Trade? Bristol and Transatlantic Slavery.[footnoteRef:37] The formation of the campaign group Countering Colston in 2016, and the eventual renaming of the Colston Hall in 2017 after many years of protest, illustrate the growing awareness in the 21st century. However as late as 2014 the Bishop of Bristol described Colston’s links to the slave trade as mere ‘speculation’, and the Colston Day celebrations were still continuing.[footnoteRef:38] There is now a permanent exhibition within the city’s M Shed museum, however plans to open a museum dedicated to Bristol and the slave trade have yet to come to fruition.[footnoteRef:39] [37:  Derek Robinson, A Shocking History Of Bristol (London: Abson Books, 1973).]  [38:  Tristan Cork, ‘How Bristol Challenged Colston For 100 Years’, Bristol Live, 7 June 2021, https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/how-bristol-challenged-colston-100-5496144 [Accessed 21 April 2023].]  [39:  Tristan Cork, ‘Bristol Will Get Permanent Monument To Transatlantic Slave Trade, Bristol Live, 27 March 2023 https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/bristol-permanent-monument-transatlantic-slave-8292126 [Accessed 22 April 2023].] 

Cardiff has historically seen a similar ignoring of the facts regarding the slave trade with protest again centred mainly around one historical figure – Thomas Picton. Picton’s inclusion in the ‘Welsh Heroes’ Gallery in Cardiff City Hall, as a result of a competition in 1913, was contentious from the start – he received a small number of public votes but was chosen by the judging panel regardless (it is also interesting to note that the early abolitionist William Williams Pantycelyn received more votes but was not included in the final exhibition).[footnoteRef:40] Protest also centred around Henry Morgan, a Jamaican plantation owner, and his Tredegar House country home, now owned by the National Trust, has been forced to address his past after a long campaign.[footnoteRef:41]  [40:  Anglea Gaffney, ‘A National Valhalla For Wales’: D.A. Thomas And The Welsh Historical Sculpture Scheme, 1910-1916’, in Transactions Of The Honourable Society Of Cymmrodorion, Vol. 5 p. 135 (1998) https://journals.library.wales/view/1386666/1425397/136#?xywh=-1479%2C-191%2C5371%2C3446 [Accessed 21 April 2023].]  [41:  S.C. Cook, ‘Wales And Slavery: How Black Lives Matter Forced A Reckoning With History’, voice.wales (2020) https://www.voice.wales/wales-and-slavery-how-black-lives-matter-forced-a-reckoning-with-history/ [Accessed 21 April 2023].] 

So what of Black Lives Matter and the events of June 2020? As this paper has demonstrated, these events cannot be viewed in isolation as there has been a steady flow of dissent over the past two hundred years, but that trickle became a torrent following the murder of George Floyd. There was to a flurry of activity in the following weeks including the infamous toppling of the Colston statue in Bristol, the renaming of schools, streets, pubs and the Colston Hall and Tower, and even the Society of Merchant Venturers stating that the removal of the Colston statue was ‘right for Bristol’ and that ‘we must start by acknowledging Bristol’s dark past’.[footnoteRef:42] In Wales, plaques were immediately removed in Brecon and Haverfordwest, an audit into links to slavery was launched by the Welsh government, and a Race Equality Taskforce was set up by Cardiff City Council, but it wasn’t until November 2020 that Cardiff City Council voted to remove the statue of Thomas Picton from the City Hall.[footnoteRef:43] There are small exhibits in Cardiff Museum and the Waterfront Museum in Swansea but there is still no mention of the slave trade on the websites of any Welsh museum, including the Waterfront, Slate and Wool Museums. It is encouraging however that a new study will be addressing Wales’s involvement in the slave trade and how this can be portrayed in the country’s museums.[footnoteRef:44] [42:  The Society of Merchant Venturers, Statement From The Society Of Merchant Venturers, 12 June 2020, https://www.merchantventurers.com/news/statement-from-the-society-of-merchant-venturers/ [Accessed 21 April 2023].]  [43:  Bristol Radical History Group, The Fall Of Colston – A Timeline Of Impact In Bristol, Britain And The World (2021https://www.brh.org.uk/site/articles/the-fall-of-colston-a-timeline-of-impact-in-bristol-britain-and-the-world/ [Accessed 21 April 2023].]  [44:  Catrin Wyn Edwards, Welsh Cultural Legacies Of Colonialism And The Politics Of Exhibition (2023) ESRC-DTP-Project-Description-Welsh-Cultural-Legacies-of-Colonialism-and-the-Politics-of-Exhibition.docx (live.com) [Accessed 22 April 2023].] 

The issue following the identification of contested monuments is what should happen next. A suggested approach is to follow the United Nations principles of transitional justice and, in doing so, address the key rights to ‘justice, truth, symbolic and material reparations, and guarantees of nonrecurrence’, which can be done through ‘preserving, removing, recontextualising or reclaiming’.[footnoteRef:45] [45:  Joanna Burch-Brown, ‘Should Slavery’s Statues Be Preserved? On Transitional Justice And Contested Heritage’, Journal of Applied Philosophy’, 39.5, November 2022, https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdfdirect/10.1111/japp.12485] 

In terms of the Colston statue in Bristol, there have been many proposals put forward to recontextualise the monument, including several attempts at re-wording the plaque that were abandoned. There were also guerrilla interventions throughout the 1990s and 2000s, which stirred up emotions in the city from both supporters and detractors.[footnoteRef:46] The winning design in a competition run by Historic England in 2018, which comprised a slave ship created in a scooped-out hollow of ground around the Colston statue, also never came to fruition due to the portrayal of slaves in the bottom of the ship that the public could walk on being seen as derogatory.[footnoteRef:47] [46:  Madge Dresser, Obliteration, Contextualisation or ‘guerrilla memorialisation’? Edward Colston’s Statue Reconsidered, 29 August 2016 https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/beyond-trafficking-and-slavery/obliteration-contextualisation-or-guerrilla-memorialisation-edward-colst/ [Accessed 23 April 2023].]  [47:  Historic England, Immortalised: A Design Competition (2018) https://historicengland.org.uk/campaigns/immortalised/competition/#Section8Text [Accessed 23 April 2023].] 

The statue was eventually removed, or ‘de-commemorated’ by being thrown into the River Avon, and the act itself can be seen as symbolic of returning Colston to ‘a watery grave’, as befell thousands of black Africans on the Middle Passage, and also as an example of ‘anti-colonial theatricality’.[footnoteRef:48] It has since been recontextualised by being re-displayed in the city’s M Shed museum (with its graffiti intact and a re-interpretation added)[footnoteRef:49]. The empty plinth has also been recontextualised in the form of short-lived ‘guerrilla’ art and can be seen as a ‘rallying point where ideological battles are materialized as contested spaces of memory’.[footnoteRef:50] The long-term future of the plinth is still undecided however. Suggestions include leaving an empty platform, to show that the past has not been erased but the damage caused is acknowledged, replacing it with a statue of someone else or of protestors pulling it down, or to use it for temporary artworks.[footnoteRef:51] Bristol City Council’s We Are Bristol public consultation in 2021 found that the majority of respondents wanted the statue to remain on display in the M Shed, graffitied and lying on its side, with appropriate interpretation (one comment made by a respondent was ‘It’s not ‘rewriting history’ to remove a statue if it’s preserved in a museum in an appropriate context’)[footnoteRef:52]. [48:  BBC News, What Do We Do With Statues Linked to Slave Traders?, (11 June 2020), https:// 4 www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-52995528 [Accessed 24 April 2023]. Tiffany Lethabo King, , The Black Shoals: Offshore Formations of Black and Native Studies, (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2019) p. 40.]  [49:  Reuben Rose-Redwood et al, ‘Monumentality, Memoryscapes, and the Politics of Place’, ACME, 21.5, November 2022, pp. 448-467, https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365632204_Monumentality_Memoryscapes_and_the_Politics_of_Place#fullTextFileContent [Accessed 22 April 2023].]  [50:  Ibid p. 449.]  [51:  Hazel Shearing, Black Lives Matter: Statues Are Falling But What Should Replace Them? 18 June 2020 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52995404 [Accessed 23 April 2023].]  [52:  Joanna Burch-Brown et al, The Colston Statue: What Next? We Are Bristol History Commission Short Report. (Bristol: Bridging Histories, 2022).] 

The removal of the Picton statue in Cardiff didn’t receive the same worldwide publicity as Colston’s, but was still deeply meaningful to the local community, with a large majority of local councillors voting for it to be removed after it had been boxed off to be out of view.[footnoteRef:53] Similarly, the portrait displayed in the National Museum Cardiff has been the focus of a community-led project entitled Reframing Picton. This looked at how to re-interpret the portrait and resulted in an exhibition which re-displays the portrait in a travelling frame surrounded by artefacts and newly commissioned artworks.[footnoteRef:54] A point was made by one of the artists about the large size of the portrait, thus part of the re-interpretation is to make the portrait less imposing and therefore less symbolic of his power.[footnoteRef:55] The point was made that the exhibition makes ‘a point to expose, not erase history’, in agreement with David Olusoga’s stance on the removal of statues.[footnoteRef:56] Interestingly, monuments to Picton in Camarthen will remain in situ after the local council decided to put up information boards explaining his history rather than remove it; this is an example of re-interpretation in a different form.[footnoteRef:57] For both the Colston and Picton memorials, it is the re-interpretation and associated art installations that are attempting to be ‘an instrument of reconciliation between the descendants of perpetrators and victims’.[footnoteRef:58] However there is another view that putting contested objects in museums is not sufficient in that museums are not ‘technologies of de-consecration’ and do not render statues ‘benign objects of a detached historical gaze’.[footnoteRef:59] [53:  ITV News, Work Begins On Removing Statue Of Slave Owner Sir Thomas Picton In Cardiff After Motion Passed, 24 July 2020, https://www.itv.com/news/wales/2020-07-23/statue-of-slave-owner-sir-thomas-picton-to-be-removed-from-cardiff-city-hall [Accessed 24 April 2023].]  [54:  Amgueddfa Cymru, Reframing Picton Project, Reframing Picton project | Museum Wales (2022) [Accessed 24 April 2023].]  [55:  Nicola Bryan, Slave Owner Sir Thomas Picton Portrait Returns In Bid To Reframe Past, BBC News, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-62350923?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=KARANGA 2 August 2022 [Accessed 24 April 2023].]  [56:  Reframing Picton Group, Black Lives Matter – A Speech From The Opening Of The Reframing Picton Exhibition At National Museum Cardiff, https://museum.wales/blog/2454/Black-Lives-Matter---A-speech-from-the-opening-of-the-Reframing-Picton-exhibition-at-National-Museum-Cardiff/%20/, 13 October 2022 [Accessed 24 April 2023]. Sean Coughlan, TV Historian Rejects ‘Nonsense’ Over Keeping Statues, BBC News, https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-55893706, 2 February 2021 [Accessed 24 April 2023].]  [57:  Tristan Cork, Thomas Picton Statue Will Stay After Poll Voted Against Its Removal, https://www.bristolpost.co.uk/news/bristol-news/thomas-picton-statue-stay-after-6399679 23 December 2021 [Accessed 24 April 2023].]  [58:  John E. Tunbridge and Gregory J. Ashworth, Dissonant Heritage, p. 129.]  [59:  Mark Auslander, ‘Putting Them In Musuems? Re-imagining The Path Forward’, Museum Anthropology, 41.2 pp. 137-139 (2018) DOI: 10.1111/muan.12177 [Accessed 26 April 2023].] 

This essay has explored Bristol and Cardiff’s involvement in the slave trade, the long term covering up of this involvement, and the recent coming to terms with the legacy, prompted by Black Lives Matter. It has shown that although Black Lives Matter has accelerated the process, it is in reality a culmination of a series of campaigns over a long period. Bristol’s involvement was more overt than Cardiff and the rest of Wales’s, however it was still successfully obscured until recently. The intertwining of the fortunes of the two places is also significant and illustrates the intricate web of involvement that existed. Finally, there is a danger that the emphasis on the ‘statue wars’ is merely a distraction from the realities of the continued racism and disadvantage that exists in both cities and throughout the U.K; this long-term legacy of slavery is what needs to be tackled now.[footnoteRef:60]  [60:  David Olusoga, The ‘Statue Wars Must Not Distract Us From A Reckoning With Racism, 14 June 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/global/2020/jun/14/statue-wars-must-not-distract-reckoning-with-racism-david-olusoga [Accessed 26 April 2023].] 
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