Pre-Production
	Before pitching ideas for short films, we first needed to analyze student and professional short films. It was essential to analyze what we liked, what we found effective, what the themes were, and what the overall point was of the film.  For example, DUST, featuring Alan Rickman and Jodi Whittaker, was a short film I liked because of how bizarre it was to watch. The visual storytelling with Rickman consuming the tooth effectively showed the high and physical transformation as Rickman grew wings. The theme of the short film was the hauntingness of addiction and a twisted way of viewing magic. The film was a twisted but fascinating perspective of the Tooth Fairy and magic, and the story they wanted to tell was how twisted ‘magic’ can be and how its perspective can be warped through the eyes of a child. 
	After analyzing the physical aspects of DUST, we analyzed why the physical elements worked. Sometimes, holding the camera instead of having it propped on something was a good way to make things look subtly shaky, which can create an underlying sense of panic. How a film cuts scenes is also helpful in telling the passage of time and the emotional impact of a scene. For example, after Rickman snorts the tooth, there are a few cuts to show the effect of the high and how disorientating being high can be with the jarringness of the cuts. 
As for acting on camera, Lloyd also reminded us that the camera never lies, meaning if you don’t believe what you’re performing, the audience won’t either. It’s also essential to plan your filming days with emotions in mind. For example, we don’t want to film an emotionally taxing scene at the beginning of the shoot day because it can be draining on the actor.
Working with a Group
Working in a group was easy because my group was fair in dividing work and helping each other. For example, our pitches went smoothly because we would meet during our independent study days to divide work (ex, each actor had a mood board and would design a poster while Kim focussed on location and camera shots). Then, when we finally decided on Crossroads, that continued in the writing process.
A big thing I worked on during this module was advocating for my ideas and prompt togetherness within the group by keeping the group work lighthearted when needed (not that the latter was needed; my group was easy to work with). Again, this was my first module and first time meeting everyone, and it was daunting working with people who have already had a year of bonding ahead of me. It was a challenge to make sure I felt comfortable speaking, not because they ostracized me but because I was nervous I would say something wrong. But I forced myself to speak up when needed, and more often than not, it prompted new ideas within the group that we considered during the pitching and writing process (ex, suggesting Katie and Molly be girlfriends so they’re tied closer to the plot). I like to think that because I was always sharing my ideas and encouraging others to do the same, it helped create a more uplifting environment for all of us to try things. I felt very encouraged by my groupmates when they did the same for me, which made the process of writing and filming much easier.
Writing
Like the short film pitches, my group decided ‘dividing and conquering’ would be the best way to write our script. First, we listed necessary scenes in our Beat Sheet and what happened in each one. Then, each of us took one scene and wrote a first draft of that scene. My scene was my character, Sam, confronting Jake for abandoning her. Keiron then helped us rewrite what we had, and together, we would go over the changes and vote on whether we needed them. This also prompted us to review everyone’s scenes and help rewrite or edit sections where we needed help. For example, I helped write Jake’s Narcotics Anonymous Scene, some of the arguments in Mia’s flat with everyone’s characters, and Jake’s closing monologue during his fight with Mia.
A few big takeaways I learned from this process was that it’s important to write quickly and efficiently because if an executive producer reads the script and is confused, they’ll most likely throw it away. I also learned that it’s okay to rely on the visual components of screenwriting and trust that the actor will convey the emotion and subtext within a scene. This helped make the dialogue sound more like dialogue instead of an exposition dump.
Before acting, I originally planned to be an author, which is where my writing experience came from. Most of my characters' conversations were more intense than conversations I’d had with my brother. My brother and I get along great, but we tend to ‘play-fight,’ which is where I pulled material for the argument scenes. However, I have no experience writing about Narcotics Anonymous (NA), so I wanted to make sure I handled that with absolute care. To ensure I understood the proper format, Keiron recommended I research an NA meeting transcript and the official Narcotics Anonymous website to understand its mission statement. Even though it wasn’t referenced in the script, I learned about the 12-Step Program of NA, which helped write Jake’s character. Honesty was one of the steps I focussed on when writing, as well as faith and forgiveness. In the NA scene, Jake is honest with his fears, but he doesn’t have faith in himself to do what’s right or forgive himself for his addiction. Because of that, his sobriety is more challenging, which feeds into the climax of the short film, where Mia discovers that Jake has an addiction.
[image: ]
Filming
Most of the work for Crossroads felt like it came from the pre-production stage. Once we were able to start filming, it felt easy (at least on the acting side). 
An important thing I learned about filming was the necessity of being prepared. We all had our lines memorized, which made the process smoother because we didn’t have to cut to reshoot the scenes constantly. It’s also important to be ready to shoot and help out when needed—for example, I could help with sound, which was a great experience. It helped speed the process and gave me a new skill to add to my resume.
One thing I wish I better prepared for was how long the days were. It’s one thing to see it on the schedule, but it’s another to live through it when it’s freezing, and your scenes are outside and in noisy areas. This is where the importance of adaptability comes in—there are only so many factors you can control. The process is much faster if you are flexible, listening attentively, and eager to work. For example, filming in the alleyway with Sam, Jake, and Mia was challenging due to the temperature, background noise, and the general public. Still, all of us were ready to adapt and maintain a positive attitude to make the process go as smoothly as possible.
[image: ][image: ]



Transferable Skills I Learned From This Module
Before we started filming, Kieron had us record a self-tape while Lloyd had us practice auditioning on camera. I’d only recorded a self-tape a handful of times and had never auditioned in front of a camera, so those were valuable skills for me to work on in the future. In the self-tape and audition, I learned I had much more room on-camera than I thought, which meant I could move more freely should the role require it. I was also reminded through this process that when auditioning, you need to ‘go big or go home’ to stick out and be memorable. While I was already aware of these skills, I needed to be rehearsed more often to feel more comfortable auditioning and being on camera. Most of the skills I learned from this module are something I need to practice.
I also learned to be comfortable with the uncomfortable. During this module, I had to continuously ensure I presented the best version of myself when working with my peers because I didn’t have the advantage of working with my company before this semester like everyone else had. I was culturally different from them, which was hard to swallow. But I learned through this process that just because something is uncomfortable doesn’t mean it’s not worth pursuing. Whether screenwriting, auditioning, working in a group, or acting, you must ‘put yourself out there’ to learn and grow. I did my best, always ready to jump into the unknown so I could learn everything I could. The experience has made me a better actor and person to work with, and my accomplishments have made it easier to grasp my upcoming modules and work with my company for the rest of the semester.[image: ][image: ][image: ]
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