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In this academic report I will be identifying a case study which I think is suitable which will identify examples of vulnerability of children, young people and family’s I will be focusing on what they may face and what difficulty’s they may have to overcome. I will analyse the case study and critically examine as well as offer evaluation of policy responses to health services regarding children and family. The case study I selected for this academic report is a tragic case of baby Pete and how his life could have been saved via the health services available at the time I will be discussing how the healthcare services ultimately lead to his death by failing him. Baby Pete was in a position of vulnerability due his mother and her boyfriend being unsuitable to raise him. He has suffered more than 50 serious injuries in a matter of 17 short months of his life. He has been seen more than 60 times by social workers from his local council, doctors and the local authorities. 
 
Baby Pete was born in the borough of Haringey he was found dead after many months suffering from his mother and mothers’ boyfriend who failed to care for him. Two of her boyfriend’s family members were also charged for essentially allowing his death. In peters lifetime he had been suffering for a long time with no one to care for him. He had over 50 serious injuries, which including beating, broken bones and cuts. Investigations into baby peters death found out that in fact he had been seen over 60+ times by the local police, doctors and most important of all social workers who all failed to stop his tragic death. Most would agree that his death was preventable, every induvial involved in his care for example social services wanted to hep him but due to the system of the health care services they could not do much due his mothers’ reasons to as to why he suffered certain injury’s. Many social workers involved in baby peters death ultimately lost their dues to his death. Due to the situation with baby Pete and ultimately his death it had dramatic effect on health care workers especially social workers. Baby peters death left an effect on the social work industry in a dramatic way many referrals for children kept coming in and due to everyone being horrified at the thought of another baby Pete situation many children went into care however this also had its implications as it made it more difficult to scan through all cases. Many new assessments that social workers carried out really had no purpose it was to cover their backs in fact another situation like baby peters happens again. (McNicoll, 2017) A factor many people also believe which may have saved baby peters life was his mother, she suffered abuse at young age from her father, she was sexually molested by one of her relatives and she ended up stabbing a girl at the age of 13. She ended up marrying and was again abused this time by her partner he would tie her up and beat her for no reason she ended up stabbing and going prison for two years. This leaves many people wondering if the health services intervened when baby peters mother needed help maybe she would not have been the way she ended up and this may ultimately save baby Pete from a lifetime of suffering. (Anthony, 2009)

In baby Peters situation he was seen over 60 times by some sort officials including social workers, doctors and police however they could not do much for him even if they wanted to help him. Their methods of intervention during the time were not effective enough as his mother would make up some sort reasonable grounds to argue why he has cuts of injury’s. Due to this many things have changed in health care agencies. Due baby peters death it had a lot of media and many people blamed everyone involved in his cases as it was a preventable death socials worker got the most scrutiny out of all. This led to change in the healthcare sectors when it came to vulnerable children, young adults and families.

One of the significant changes was workloads and capacity as many healthcare workers especially for social workers as they already had massive workloads as it is and having more workload effects the quality of care that vulnerable receive. (MacLeod, 2010) Due to these timelines have been set for how long procedures should take and what steps should be followed next. Another change was on way of working quality improves had to be made in the way social workers provide support and care for vulnerable children and young people. Increasing resources due to baby peters death investigations found there was a shortfall of resources due to these increased resources were implemented. Staff retention due to the nature of the job many employees were over worked and extremely stressed out this led to employees not caring and even not turning up to work. The current method od intervention from health and social care services is much improved to the time of baby peters this is mainly due to reform and changes. (Miller, 2019) The guide follows a seven-step procedure of how intervention should go ahead with the first step being engagement stage. In this stage health and social care workers try build rapport, this is to create goals between them, and the client socials workers would try gain understanding of situations by listening and trying to understand issues. The second stage is the assessment stage, in this part of the procedure it is more to collect data through speaking to the client also via other means. The third stage is the planning stage, during this stage a plan is created to improve the client’s problems and issues that they may be facing. An action plan is created with realistic timeline to hit goals. The fourth stage is the intervention stage, this is when social weeks would use resources that they have available to implement their plan. The fifth stage is the evaluation stage, during this stage social workers mainly work on how the client will achieve their goals and they keep monitoring progress made by client they would also decide is new goals should be made. If clients fail to meet their goals, they may backtrack on to an earlier stage. Stage 6 and 7 the termination stage during this stage is the client is able to keep up with their goals on their own this is last stage for them however is they are not able too social workers may use other resources available to them.

Baby Pete was visited over 60 times by various agencies and health and social care support the first assessment he received for oral thrush by his local GP the first assessments which were some sort of concern was on 2nd of May when peter was suffering from diarrhoea and vomiting however this could have been from eating a particular food maybe not essentially a reason for social services to be concerned. The first real cause for concern was on the 9th of June when he was seen for depression from a mental health worker. In 2006 peters mother and father separate and this is the point where the abusive boyfriend comes into play in peters situation. On the 11th of august his mother discusses her martial problems with a mental health worker. The first sign of abuse was on the 18th of September where his mother said peter bruised easily and she might be accused of hurting him. The 13th of October is where peter was first seriously injured, and health care services were notified it was reported that he had fallen off the stairs and bruises were found all over his body he was not even of walking age at this incident. On the 11th of December his mother called up the GP said he peter had swelling and inquired on what to do. During inspection serious bruising to his body was found there was no explanation for this however his mother suggested it could be from play from fallings, playing and climbing. She also said he fell off the soda. She denied she was responsible. Tests were done which indicated peter does not suffer from easily bruising. It is during stage of assessments where baby Pete should have been ultimately saved as many issues were occurring which are reason to be worried. Also, the explanation the mother was offering did not add up to what they should be there was no detailed explanation of how peter suffered from these injury’s also the healthcare services at this point should have concluded it was abuse and not due to accidents. Pete was more than 40 times after these assessments by various agencies without intervention this was not acceptable as these agencies were aware of the bigger issue but failed to protect him. (Connelly, 2012)

To evaluate current policy of the services included within baby peters case study I will evaluate policies of social workers as they are the main service involved with baby peter, I will also evaluate other serviced which were involved. Current policy for social workers assessment follows a seven-step procedure which is a guideline for social workers to follow to assess clients and create a plan to help with their issues and problems. Current policy of social workers bears in mind different children, young people and family’s require different approach’s and techniques and that yes, a guide should be followed but it should be adapted as well to make a tailored plan to help their client. (Gallagher 2012) many people report that involving such services makes issues more complicated and harder to deal with once social services are involved as problems make even escalate. The most ideal positive impact social services can have been saving people and helping them rehabilitate this is the reason these services were created to begin with. Some of the worse impacts it may have is putting children and young people in care can actually make issues worse and cause even more problems. Sometimes when care children and young people are surrounded with other children with problems and issues even some with addiction putting children in this sort of environment can make their position much worse. Addition to this families can tear apart, and mental health can worsen especially as a parent losing a child. Social work has impact on our society even though this line of work does have its scrutiny there is some sort of correlation between social work and its positive impacts some correlations include juvenile arrest rate declining by 68%. (Tulane University School of Social Work, 2018) Police officers have powers to arrest, investigate, restrict offenders activates, remove children to a place of safety in order to protect children and young people. In 2014 UK police started a nationwide programme for child protection inspections. These inspections have created to help protect children from abuse and neglect. In this new programme their role is assess risk of harm to children taking immediate action when needed, interview children and decide how they may be kept safe. (HMIC, 2015)

In conclusion, I believe actions taken by health and social care agencies in baby Peters case could have taken a different route on what actions and procedures they followed and used as this could have been a preventable death. When baby Peter was first assessed and was suspected to be a victim of child abuse action should have been taken imminently, action which should have been taken a fully inspection of his injury’s and regular check-ups at his house to see how things are going on in the household. The second issue which I believe was totally incorrect and unprofessional for any health and social worker to do is to neglect helping children as in baby Peters situation the doctor noticed that his mother lied about him being easily bruised as this was proven in tests at this point suffering multiple injury’s he should take immediate action to have Peter removed from his mothers and mother’s boyfriend’s “care”. Also, I would recommend that all social workers follow the seven-step guide however, they should adapt for each client slight differently as guides need to calibrate. I believe if these steps were taken it would have ultimately saved his life.
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