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	Archaeology is a subject that delves into the process of how humans lived their lives in the past through the remnants of humanity found. By that definition, it is hard to see how truly political of a subject Archaeology truly is. Archaeological excavations and sites of heritage have been affected negatively and positively by several political groups. Archaeology is a very controversial topic among many political spheres, but one sphere that has actively hindered the processes of archaeology is the conservative political groups. Some more radical political movements wish to destroy archaeological sites or just leave them undiscovered. Archaeology is also used as revenue making tools of the same countries that once went against it, opening sites for tourism after years of controversy and shutdown of sites. 
	The Government of Saudi Arabia has only begun allowing outside archaeologists to conduct their own investigations since the year 2000; slowly allowing access to sites over the years until today, where modern archaeologists have made multiple excavations on sites untouched for centuries [3]. The highest contributing factor for this hesitancy towards allowing archaeological research into the region is Wahhabism. The Wahhabi movement is an ultra-conservative Islamic movement founded in the 18th century by Muhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab. Wahhabism has been adopted by several countries that adopt strict Islamic law including Saudi Arabia and Qatar. Wahhabism is a movement that advocates for the return to the original teachings of the Quran by Muslims with a strict emphasis on monotheism. Wahhabism tries to prohibit the study of sites of Early and Pre Islamic history, therefore several acts of vandalism of historic sites have been destroyed around Saudi Arabia. It is estimated that around 95 percent of the historic sites in Mecca and Medina have been destroying under Saudi rule [4]. This idea of keeping Saudi Arabia ‘purely Muslim’ has been kept by many officials and public figures in the nation. Prominent Islamic scholar and cleric Sheik Mohammad al-Nujaimi has one stated that “Any ruins belonging to non-Muslims should not be touched. Leave them in place, the way they have been for thousands of years” [2]. This view of leaving non-Muslim artifacts and ruins where they were found and not being put on any kind of display to the public is a widely shared view among officials in the nation. There are several sites of Christian and Jewish kingdoms as well as sites to Neolithic history that are only now being researched and discovered. Such ideas have influenced the Saudi Arabian government and people to restrict the practice of archaeology for decades, and so many researchers are hesitant to publish anything or work with them. The highly conservative political landscape of Saudi Arabia has made its people hesitant to delve into the nations rich and largely undiscovered heritage. 
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One such site that has been left for millennia has recently been opened for tourism is the Hegra Archaeological Site, also known as Mada’in Saleh. Hegra was declared as Saudi Arabia’s first UNESCO Heritage site in 2008, one of eight current sites in the country. Hegra is a large city turned necropolis cut into rock in northwestern Saudi Arabia. The site is dated to the 1st century BC to the 1st century AD, belonging to the Nabataean people. This is one of the largest Nabataean sites still intact, proving its importance to the larger ancient world. It also shows signs of Pre-Nabataean culture, holding cave drawing and inscriptions dating before the time. The entire area around this place was seen as cursed—haunted by spirits from folklore—by the nation for years, even believed that the prophet Muhammad warned about this place [1][2]. This place of rich history and culture only recently was opened to the public. The Saudi Arabian government began tourist Visa’s for the first time in the September of 2019, the first time non-Muslim visitors were allowed for non-business reasons, as part of their plan to switch boost their economy through tourism revenue. Hegra and AlUla as a whole are being advertised as one of the main attractions in the nation, as the vast structures create a beautiful site for visitors to behold. This is the first time in possibly thousands of years that Hegra has been visited by regular citizens again. This is not met with criticism, as many academics denounce the lack of information being shown. David Graf, a specialist on Nabataeans, claims that tourists need to do more to understand Hegra than just looking at the tombs and inscriptions they cannot read without knowing who made them and why they ever made them[2]. This suggests that the Saudi Arabian government isn’t doing enough to enrich minds and explore the history of Hegra, and they are just using a pretty attraction for tourists to visit and spend money. 
This nation’s interaction with the study of archaeology has been a worrisome ordeal in the past, due to the country’s strict conservative political culture outlawing and even destroying certain sites; but its recent ventures into opening up it’s land, as economically guided as it may be, have created new pathways for archaeologists to study the antiquities of the past in various eras and cultures. Many governments have laws and practices that limit the field of archaeology to do much, however, an everchanging world is bringing new opportunities everyday with opening the heritage sites of the international world. The study of humanity through it’s material remains might not sound very important on the surface, but digging a little deeper might find that it is the most complicated political topic. 
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