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Description automatically generated]In order to the request of UWTSD Dean , this report is about the suitability of blended learning in higher education. To satisfy all the criteria I will talk about what is blended learning, what is traditional learning, the pro and con of both of them, take a decision using decision making models and at the end I will come with a recommendation.
[bookmark: _Toc88995514]Blended Learning:
Is the combination/ mix of two or more learning structures. The most know blended learning is the combination/mix of traditional learning and online learning (E-Learning) and blended learning is also known as hybrid learning because of the mix. (Thorne, 2003)
[bookmark: _Toc88995515]Pro and Con of blended learning:
	Pro Blended Learning
	Explain

	Increase student interest
	 Incorporate the technology will make students to be more interested, focused  and enthusiastic about the subject they are studying. 

	Keep students focuses
	The interaction with the technology resources keeps students focused for longer periods then would be with books or paper resources. 

	Promote student ownership
	Blended learning creates a sense of "student responsibility for learning" that can be a powerful force in driving learning. It is this sense of responsibility that supports the sense of ownership.

	students learn in their own pace
	The accessibility and flexibility allocated by blended learning allow students to learn at their own pace. This means teachers can accelerate the learning process or provide expanded resources if they need.

	Students better prepared for the future
	offers a multitude of skills, like: Research skills ;Self-learning ;Self-engagement; Helps to develop a ‘self-driving force; Better decision making; Offers a larger sense of responsibility; Computer literacy and also the employers demand those attributes. 

	Flexibility
	Blended learning offers flexibility by giving student access to the materials from anywhere at any time .

	Improve the environment 
	The COVID-19 pandemic affected the Higher education environment for traditional classes, but with blended learning the environment low the risk of spreading the virus which it make much safer.


(Keengwe, 2021) (Thorne, 2003) (Kongkiti Phusavat, 2020)
	Con Blended Learning
	Explain

	Accessibility
	Unfortunately not all students can have access to technology, some students can have bad internet connection or low computers.

	Demands more self-discipline and developed time-management skills
	The flexibility of remote learning is a double-edged sword. A student’s success in remote learning rests almost entirely on them. They have to have the discipline, motivation, and time management skills to attend classes and do their work. While it may be more convenient than having to commute to school, students may indulge too much in comfort and forget to prioritize their academic responsibilities.


(Thorne, 2003) (Kongkiti Phusavat, 2020)
blended learning  has its own advantages and disadvantages aspects but the disadvantages can surely be minimized and channelled into a fruitful strategy with wise content planning and a progressive implementation.
[bookmark: _Toc88995516]Traditional Learning:
In a few words, traditional learning is face to face class room learning; this type of learning include only the face to face learning as the students need to be in class to receive knowledge and information from teacher.
[bookmark: _Toc88995517]Pro and Con Traditional Learning:
For a better view of traditional learning and to be able to compare with blended learning I written down the pro and con of traditional learning as well:
	Pro traditional Learning
	

	Increase the socialization and improve interpersonal skills 
	Been face to face at classes it easy to make friends and socialize, and because of het the traditional classes improve the interpersonal skills. 

	Increase Motivation
	Been surrounded by the classmates the student will be much motivate to attend the classes.



(Mutuku, 2018)

	Con Traditional learning
	

	No Flexibility
	On traditional learning, the students have predetermined class schedule and is not subject to change. And because of that the students to be able to do other activities they need to schedule them regarding class scheduler instead of the other way around. Also if something  unexpectedly happen and the student can’t participate at the class, will cannot be able to come in another day for that missed class

	Travel Considerations
	Been needed to attend physically at classes, most of the students must travel long distances to get there and in case of a natural cause like snowing most of the students can be unable to attend for the class. 

	Environmental Risk
	Due to the COVID Pandemic; traditional learning can be dangerous as all the students need to attend in class which can increase the risk of spreading the virus.

	Lacks Emphasis on Critical Thinking
	Traditional classroom training doesn't encourage critical thinking skills, the ability to actively apply information gained through experience and reasoning. Instead, traditional training emphasizes the role of teachers as knowledge dispensers and students as repositories. This style of learning doesn't allow students deeper levels of understanding required for complex concepts and lifelong learning.


(M. T. Alshurideh, 2021) (Inoue-Smith, 2019)
Traditional classroom it already start to face challenges more and more and the technology advance, traditional learning begin to slow drawn. Now days Traditional classroom learning come with less pro then cons and that can’t be good.
[bookmark: _Toc88995518]Blended Learning and Traditional Learning Evaluation:
In order to evaluate both Blended Learning and traditional learning; first I use my research from pro and cons of both and evaluate to see which one is better. And take a decision of which one is more suitable I provide a decision making model.
The decision model used is Plus, Minus, Interesting Model (PMI) as I already analyse pro and cons for both ; I lay down the PMI for blended Learning and for traditional learning to see which one will have a better score:
*The score will be between 1-10
	Plus
	Minus
	Interesting
	Blended Learning

	Flexibility +10
	Demands of self-discipline management skills -09
	students learn in their own pace +05

	Students better  prepared for the future +08
	
	Accessibility -09

	Improve the environment+ 10
	
	

	Promote student ownership +07
	
	

	Increase student interest +07
	
	


The score of Blended Learning is +27 which mean that blended learning is a big potential for Higher Education and should be introduced.

Plus: 10+8+10+7+7= 42
Minus: 9
Interesting: 5-9=-4
Total: 42-9-4= +27
Going further I lay down the PMI of Traditional Learning:
	Plus
	Minus
	Interesting

	improve interpersonal skills +09
	Environmental Risk -10
	Lacks Emphasis on Critical Thinking-5

	Increase Motivation +10
	Travel Considerations -7
	

	
	No Flexibility-10
	


Plus: 09+10=19Traditional Learning score is 7 which means is ok but according with the score if is a better option then a better option should be choose for higher education to maximize students potential.  


Minus: -10-7-10= -7
Interesting: -05
Total: 19-07-05: 7
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Description automatically generated]As we can see, Blended learning have a higher potential in higher education and from the research is much suitable for students and better on the current COVID19 pandemic. 
For a better evaluation I also done research regarding both from outside of the report too for a clear view and other opinion and for that I had a close view on Alla L. Nazarenko Case study had as results that Youngsters are touchy and receptive to new advancements and this ought to be utilized to inspire them to utilize advances for learning. Such skills can and ought to be formed by means of incorporating innovations into understudies' instructing and learning. Also, last however not the least: there ought to be a sufficient scholastic strategy, organization backing of utilizing advancements in schooling as one of the "columns" of effective learning. To utilize innovations effectively, it is important to realize what especially draws in youths to advancements (discoveries of complex multidisciplinary examination of the issue) and utilize those specific attributes (like keeping a sensible equilibrium of literary and visual learning materials). Inspiration of understudies can be accomplished by demonstrable skill and innovativeness of an educator, who considers individual attributes of the understudies and recommends such sorts of learning exercises that would be testing and intriguing for understudies. (Nazarenko, 2015)
Now looking further to another case study,  ‘The Extent and Promise of Blended Education in the United States’ who has been made by students and Higher education corporations survey in 2003 and 2004 of which type of learning they prefer between traditional learning; blended learning and online learning has the result that 68% want to implement blended learning because of the following reasons: most of the profit corporations in higher education see blended learning as the future of the learning; and some of the non profitable higher education institution think that the traditional learning is still more suitable for students as had strong curriculums developed then blended learning. (I. Elaine Allen, 2007)
As the studies show that since the blended learning has been take in consideration and now  taking in consideration the Covid19 pandemic, blended learning can be a better implementation then traditional learning which will also minimize multiple risk such as spreading the virus; too fast changes from traditional to online and vice versa; or a possible loss of information and organisation.


[bookmark: _Toc88995519]Recommendations:
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Description automatically generated]Students already experimented traditional learning and due to COVID19 the online learning and now they had use to have more flexibility then before, also from the research of this report shows that traditional learning is not that suitable for now days anymore and in fact a better implementation is Blended learning as it give to students and teachers more flexibility and prepare students for future.
Also for the students who have English as a second language, blended learning also is much suitable then traditional learning by giving them the experience of learning on a second language in their own  and allocate more space. In order to a successful implementation of blended learning there’s some factors and ideas that should be take in consideration. First, before to implement blended learning is better if the teachers will be trained first to avoid any unexpected possibility and maximize the teachers potential. And another factor is that at the beginning of the blended learning course, then students should be train how to use proper all the tools and accesses has been given. An another essential factor to the success of developing blended learning is to provide appropriate resources, the suitability of the course, and support from the senior management of the University. Also an another recommendation is that for the beginning of the implementation the teaching stile to be kept simple. An another recommendation in order to support students is Universities or student finance to allocate a separate budget for students materials such as laptop, headphones; and any other digital material that can support the students during the blended learning. Saying that an another factor that should be take in consideration is that the universities to take a realistic consideration regarding the budget needed to be invested to implement blended learning . Also in this case Dean also should take in consideration the time and challenges of the implementation of blended learning. In my opinion all of this worth for the implementation of blended learning as this will facilitate the university for a longer duration then traditional learning and will bring more students and will improve the diversity and culture. (NCBI, 2021)

[bookmark: _Toc88995520]Conclusion:
In conclusion the results show that blended learning it can be a major development in the higher education and for UWTSD a big step with challenges and advantages but in a good direction for students and university. Technology and trends move fast this days and in order to stay up to date we also need to look wide and take the changes as opportunities same as UWTSD can do you the introduction of blended learning been a long term development and a big opportunity to reach more students and stay at the same or above level of competitors where we also need to take in consideration that there are also competitor who already take the opportunity of blended learning, but with the proper plan and using the recommendation that can become not only a simple opportunity but also a boost. 
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