Liverpool shooting and the devastating impact of violence and deprivation on communities 
This article (Hesketh, 2022) caught my eye since I had witnessed first-hand the business as usual and cultured side of Liverpool against the extreme poverty of dilapidated buildings and no-go areas. A fleeting glimpse of the city’s landscape some years later, appeared to indicate that the problem had been tackled and maybe the poverty gap had been significantly reduced.  However, the article indicates otherwise, citing further shootings in a matter of days of each other and that gang culture in Liverpool is indeed very prevalent today.  
As a consensus, it is believed that crime is linked to poverty.   “The most striking and consistent relationship between poverty and crime is that found between inequality, poverty and homicide.” (Webster and Kingston, 2014, p. 9).  which they found to be true across all settings around the world.  This was further shown where inequality is reduced by even small rates, the rate of crime drops significantly.  Benoit de Courson and Daniel Nettle (2021) cited “more unequal societies tend to have higher crime, as well as lower social trust.”
[bookmark: _Int_onNrYl0D]The killing of Olivia Pratt-Korbel occurred exactly 15 years after the killing Rhys Jones which occurred less than 5 months before Liverpool became host as European Capital of Culture in 2008.  The bid owed its success due to the fact that, “that the whole city is involved in the bid and behind the bid." (Press Association, 2003).  “A programme was developed which put culture at the heart of everything – using it as a springboard to rejuvenate and redevelop the city.” (cultureliverpool.co.uk, 2008). In her blog, Dr Beatriz Garcia (2018), highlighted “In the 1990s, Liverpool was dominantly presented by the national press as a city ridden by crime, poor health and low education levels.” and a more recent report by Tamara West (2021) states “‘within the cultural programme there is a tension between the large scale ‘wow’ events and the need to tackle the multiple causes of deprivation at local level’ (Audit Commission Report 2006: 36)”.  In theory, the successful bid and huge investment placed Liverpool in a good position to tackle a problem it had been trying to combat for some time – the increasing levels of poverty.
Research for evidence, post 2008, to show that the funding also supported the lower economic groups was practically non-existent but rather there is a wealth of evidence to show that most, if not all the investment was used to fund high end cultural ventures rather than address socio-economic issues.  In the wake of Liverpool's year as host Capital of Culture, many reports indicate that it was a huge success, and the city is thriving, for example “More than £4billion was invested in the physical transformation of the city. ….. including Liverpool ONE, the Echo Arena and Convention Centre and the opening of the cruise liner terminal.  ….. extensive renovations including St George’s Hall, the Bluecoat and World Museum Liverpool.” (www.cultureliverpool.co.uk).  
A poem referenced by Boland (2010) highlights the reality of 2008,  
“Liverpool Capital of Culture 2008, greedy businessmen can't wait. 
The bid is announced, we aim for the heights, politicians want their name in lights. 
The people rally to the call, we are something special after all, 
with Liverpool humour so well known, a wealth of talent all home grown. 
The people of Liverpool win the day and carry the glittering prize away. 
But who will benefit from all the culture, the man in the street or the business vulture? 
The city centre is the jewel in the crown, but the rest of the city is falling down. 
Will the new wealth filter through to the likes of me and you? 
(Jane Canning, Norris Green, Liverpool, cited in High Altitude Films 2005)
[bookmark: _Int_6eQaNlLo]Recent reports of violent crime in Liverpool paints a different picture of a city reported to be full of ‘culture’.  A BBC report (Symonds, 2022) reported “A combination of factors including Covid lockdowns, intensive policing, and a breakthrough in the fight against organised crime were thought to be reducing firearms crimes overall.”  It’s a short lived victory in the fight against organised crime as “it just gets back filled with the younger generation.” Paul Walmsley, quoted by (Sommerlad & Pettifor, 2022). 
Although it achieved changing external perceptions and experiences of the city it can be said that it failed with the internal aspect of regeneration for the local people. (Abbie O’Leary, 2020). This was stated in relation to Liverpool's European City of Culture programme.  Fifteen years later from the shooting of Rhys Jones and a year later the opportunity for Liverpool to address the poverty gap through its Culture programme has failed reduce social inequality in the areas of education, skills and employment. Although Liverpool has “successfully changed the perception of Liverpool as a failing city by simply using culture, ... it can be argued that it failed to effectively change the city for its local people.” (O’Leary, 2020)
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