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Critically reflect on your pedagogical progress demonstrated through required elements of the Professional Learning Passport, identifying a specific area for professional development and justifying next steps for improvement


	
	Target
	What I have done in this assignment...

	Target 1
	Develop a more critical response to the literature rather than it be quite anecdotal. 
	In order to hit this target gained from my previous assignment, I will dissect any references used and ensure I evaluate any viewpoints that I insert. 

	Target 2
	Extend my reflective practice.
	In order to hit this target gained from my previous assignment, I will be much more critical with my reflective practise by analysing and justifying my answers. 

	Target 3
	
	




Part 1: Professional Learning Passport

Bridging 2 Reflection
Meet
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect

	We met in Cadle Primary School as this is our etwork lead school. We were introduced to Bridging 2 and was told this was about researching new and different AFL strategies to use in the classroom. There were different people to give their experience about their use of strategies and which ones they used. 
	The Meet day was very useful to me as it taught me new strategies which seemed very interesting and some that I was keen to try out in my classroom. 

It was also very interesting to hear the feedback from teachers who use these strategies and why they use them. 


Test
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect


	There were 2 other students in my placement school so we decided to team up, select which strategies we wanted to try and implement them in the 3 different classrooms. 
We chose the use of lollipop sticks where we would write each child’s name, in our class, on a stick to make selection more random and fair. We also decided on a cold and hot write project. This was where we would give the students a task blinded, build on that work in smaller parts throughout the upcoming lessons, then redraft the first attempt in order to reflect on their improved learning. 
	I tries these strategies out in my year 6 class.
Lollipop sticks: When I first introduced this strategy, the children were very excited and eager to see which name was coming out next and it kept them engaged during questioning. However, as a year 6 class the children are slightly older and became quite tired of it after a while. Therefore I would only use this method now and again in a year 6 class but would use it more often with younger classes as they would enjoy the novelty more. 

Cold and hot write: I focused on story writing. In the language lesson, I explained to the class that this is our first draft of our story write and after a few language lessons focusing on grammar techniques such as speech, punctuation, character and setting description, etc; we will write our final version of our story. 
I really enjoyed carrying out this strategy as it was an exciting project for me and the children. For me, I learnt that a project like this will allow you to have a structure for your upcoming lessons and see how you can link and deliver lessons. For the children, they enjoyed seeing their own progress and they were proud of themselves after the hot write. 


Share
	Tystiolaeth / Evidence
	Adfyfyrio / Reflect


	For the share day, myself and my two partners from my school delivered a PowerPoint presenting our findings on the two strategies we picked and compared in within each class in the school. Reception, year 4 and year 6. It was itneresting to see the different effect they had throughout the different age groups 

It was also very interesting to watch other student’s PowerPoints in order to see which strategies they trialled and tested and gain their opinion on how it worked in their class.  
	There were a few strategies shown to me from various other student’s which I would like to try in my classes in the future. I was very grateful for this experience as it taught me new AFL strategies and showed me the importance of them and the influence that they have in the classroom. 
This experience has demonstrated the importance of AfL strategies and how they not only help in the classroom but how they help you interact with the children.





DGB/SKD
Llythrennedd / Literacy
Evidenced by an asset? a
During my first placement in December, my language topic was story writing. Following on from out Meet Day in bridging 2, I decided to use one of the strategies I had learnt from that day. The cold/ hot write project allowed me to research story writing and how to teach it to my class. This included the different parts of story writing, how to build suspense, add speech, build your characters etc.  After the thorough research, I understood how to write a story and the various crucial elements involved that I had to teach in order for the children to be able to understand for themselves and produce a story. This was very useful to me as I was able to answer any questions that the children asked and provide extensive knowledge on the subject.   

Cymhwysedd Digidol / Digital competence
Evidenced by an asset? a
On January 12th 2021, I was offered to attend an additional meeting in my placement school focusing on Microsoft Teams. As the school had introduced a policy that each child had to be seen and heard at least once every week during lockdown, Microsoft Teams became a pivotal weekly meeting for each class.  This meeting demonstrated the various tools within a Teams meeting and also gave many examples that would could try to keep the children on the call engaged. I found this very useful as now I am fully confident in using Microsoft teams if I am ever to use it for my own class in the future.   

Gwybodaeth bynciol / Subject knowledge
Evidenced by an asset? a

 


Safonau/ Standards

Professional Experience Template 1: Weekly story themed lessons and growing cress
Pedagogy Standard: Advancing: Cross Curricular themes
What did you do and why?
As I focused on one story every week and then planned my lessons in reference to that story, one week the story was 'Jack and the beanstalk'. The science lesson for this week was growing cress - growing a beanstalk. 
The other weekly themed lessons I did were Goldilocks and the 3 bears, the 3 little pigs and the gingerbread man. 

Exploiting subject disciplines and Cross Curricular themes
· At the start of this placement, I was researching a lot as I was so confident and comfortable in year 6, I thought that being in reception was going to be a massive shock and wanted to ensure I knew what I was doing for the children’s benefit. Whilst I was researching, I found an article about how important it is to involve stories in young children’s learning. I wanted to take this one step further and use a story every week then relate my lessons back to the story I told on Monday. This required a lot of imagination for ideas and lessons and creativeness for the resources and worksheets. By doing this, it widened my knowledge on relevant disciplines within the classroom and subject content. This also proved that my ability to cross-curricular plan was very well planned and extensive. 

Recording and reporting and Sustained effort and resilience in learners
· During my themed week of Jack and the beanstalk, my science and technology lesson for this week was growing cress which we called a ‘beanstalk’. We planted the cress on Tuesday, took a photo and called this ‘Day 1’. We continued to take photos until Friday to record the growth of each child’s cress. I was committed to producing accurate reports of the growth of the cress which influenced the feedback we received from the children at the end of the week. I found this resulted in a deeper understanding and evaluation as they were able to reflect on the previous pictures.This enhanced the learners experience as they were excited to see the improvement and track the growth in their own creation. I would hope that I promoted the children’s self-motivation and self-direction in their learning through growing a plant themselves. 

Evaluating the impact of changes in practise
· There was a slight difference in some of the activities between the children learning in school and the children at home. The children at home almost always completed the practical Maths and English work, however the practical activities were not always completed. For example, the every pupil in school grew the cress however not all pupils at home did. Once I uploaded photos of the children grown cress or asked on teams if we enjoyed growing cress, some more children decided to do the activity and upload a photo of their cress.

What have you learned?
Whilst investigating this experience, I have learnt that my idea to have weekly story themed lessons was very interesting for the children. It may have taken a bit longer to plan and create my own resources as the whole week was linked and cross-curricular. However once you create that bank of teaching plans and resources, I can use this idea when I have my own class and start teaching full-time if I am in an early years class. I have learnt that I will only be able to do this for one term as you are limited to fairy-tale stories and may become tedious if used after more than one term. 

Furthermore recording the growth of the cress was beneficial for the children to see how fast it grew and its progress day by day. I also found that when we evaluated the cress growth on the Friday, it helped having the evidence in front of them as the children could relate back to the pictures and form an opinion not just on the final product. 
 
It is clear that working from home has its limitations and its benefits. There was one child in my class that not only posted the work that he had been set but also all the additional work that his parent's had helped and provided him with. ​​​​​​​However, on the other side, there was another child that had not done any of the work set since the start of term. From this I learnt that learning from home is difficult and as a teacher, you must support as much as you can and supply all the relevant resources needed. 

What next?
This experience has demonstrated the importance of cross-curricular planning and how it impacts the child's learning. By planning and delivering cross-curricular lessons, it will enhance continuity throughout the lessons. This is beneficial as it will develop thinking and understanding skills at a young age. When I am a full-time teacher, I will remember this experience and use my story themed lessons as I now have all of the lesson plans and resources. However, I will keep in mind that I will only be able to use these weekly plans for one term as there are not enough fairy-tales for more than one term and it may get tiring after one term. Following on from this experience, I am also keen to investigate other frameworks and topics to enhance learning from different perspectives. 



Professional Experience Template 2: Story time on teams and scavenger hunt
Pedagogy Standard: Refining: Managing Learning Environment
What did you do and why?
Following on from my weekly themed lessons of a story, I held a 'Story Time' Teams meeting every Monday for the children. This would give the opportunity to involve the children at home in a lesson, they would be able to interact me myself (their new teacher) and for all the pupils to say hello to their friends. This week's theme was Jack and the beanstalk and one activity I planned as a cross-curricular lesson was a scavenger hunt. 

Exercising corporate responsibility 
· This term, due to lockdown, there were many pastoral and professional responsibilities introduced to the classroom to protect the children at home. It was my responsibility to confidently know and understand these rules to follow them adequately. We had to record who we were seeing on Teams in every session as the school had adopted a policy during lockdown where each child must be seen at least once a week. Therefore, I had to write down who I was seeing every session. There was also a rule where 2 members of staff had to be on Teams at a time for safeguarding reasons. 

Involving partners in learning  
· Having a positive parent/carer involvement in their child’s learning is vital, especially when children are learning from home at such a young age. The parents were receiving our planning and resources then teaching and delivering the lesson themselves. Therefore, I had to take the opportunity to make a brilliant first impression by introducing myself on teams as the parents and some children had never met me before. Also, the class mentor, the two teaching assistance’s and myself had designated days to mark the online work. 

Blended learning experience 
· One of my targets from the first week was to involve outdoor learning into my lessons for the following week. As I was using weekly story themed lessons, I decided to incorporate something from this weeks story “Jack and the Beanstalk”. I planned a scavenger hunt where each child would find 10 ‘magic beans’ which would be incorporated into Thursday’s maths lessons. So, the scavenger hunt started by the whiteboard, which contained 1 bean each for each child, a cup with their name on it and a riddle left from the giant to find the next load of beans. The riddle said “Fee fi fo fum, I have left some beans where you wash your hands”. So the children would tip-toe (so the giant didn’t hear them) to the sinks. Each time we were getting to a new pot of magic beans, I was saying “How many beans do we have already… If we add one more, how many magic beans do we have now?”. The beans were scattered in 10 different places inside and outside so each child had 10 beans each. It was an amazing example of learning through play. Then, the following day, one of the maths activities was adding one more. The other maths activity was halving. So we used the magic beans collected from yesterday to share equally between Jack and the giant, starting with 2 beans, 4 beans and going up to 10. 

Seeking advice and support and Supporting formal leadership roles
· I was offered to go to an online, external meeting with some teachers on how to use teams in a classroom. As we use teams in university already, I knew some of the points taught already. However, I know teams from a student perspective so it was interesting to see how to create a classroom and schedule meetings. They also gave us some additional tips on how to create an interesting and active teams lesson for the children. For example, using whiteboard (an in-app activity) and I-spy (can anybody go find an object beginning B?). Therefore, through this meeting I engaged in support from a formal source, the meeting, and an informal source, a discussion with the teachers afterwards. It was crucial for me as I was then following the same format and plans as the rest of the teachers in the school. 

 


What have you learned?
Whilst investigating this experience, I have learnt how to teach children in class and online. This was obviously due to the pandemic. However, this experience may be very beneficial in my future career as now I know how to teach children at home via Teams, Hwb and Home Packs. Also, I am not confident in how to set Asynchronous lessons for children aged 4-5 years old which are engaging and effective enough to keep their concentration for the whole lesson as working from home comes with many distractions. I am very organised with my planning and work however this experienced required myself to be a week ahead than usual with everything. This was so that the resources had to be ready online and in the Home Packs on the Friday afternoon ready for the Monday morning. 

Furthermore, I have learnt how to incorporate outdoor learning into lessons in a Reception class. The scavenger hunt for magic beans that I led was a brilliant example of learning through play as the children did not even realise it was a lesson which involved critical thinking and mathematical skills which resulted in the children answering the questions accurately without putting pressure on themselves to get the answer correct. This lesson encouraged holistic development as the children had to act on their communication skills to tell each other where the next pot of beans were. By building positive associations amongst their peers, children further improve their self-esteem and confidence in interacting with each other in the classroom as collaborative and team working are vital. 
 
It is clear to me that I will continue to attend additional meetings in my placement school and hopefully in my career school when they are available to me. I learnt that by having these meetings, important matters are covered and this ensures that all staff have heard and will follow the new procedures or rules. 
​​​​​​​

What next?
This experience has demonstrated to me the importance of involving parents/ carers in their children's learning. As the parent's have gained a better understanding of the work that the children do in the classroom, this may encourage the parent's to extend the learning outside of the school time. 

When I am a full-time teacher, I will remember this experience and, hopefully we will not need to use these facilities under these circumstances again. However, if needs be, I will be able to relay ready-made lesson plans and resources and know how and what to use for the children learning from home. 

Following on from this experience, I am also keen to investigate outdoor learning. Nowadays, so many children prefer their iPad's or televisions to going outside. Therefore, as a teacher, this is an opportunity for me to promote the outdoors in my lessons and enhance an appreciation, love and respect for the outdoor environment.  


Professional Experience Template 3: Lesson - Humanities - Spanish
Pedagogy Standard: Influencing: Reflection in Learning
What did you do and why?
In this lesson I taught the basic Spanish greetings, numbers and colours. Taught these through chants and songs and I also included games and worksheets to make the lesson interesting. As I have a degree in Spanish and French I thought it would be beneficial for me and the children to offer my expertise and teach a language lesson because some schools do teach an element of a foreign language in year 5/6. 

Learners leading the learning/ Listening to the learners
Due to the term topic being "Our World" the children decided what they would like to learn for each area of learning at the start of the term. In the humanities section, the children asked to learn about different languages around the world. I further asked which would they prefer to learn Spanish or French and the majority vote was Spanish. Therefore I was very excited to teach a lesson in Spanish and maybe offer an interest or pathway that they hadn't thought about before. 

Offering expertise 
I offered my expertise for this lesson as I can Speak Spanish and studied it in university. Although I can speak both Spanish and French, I did ask the class which they would prefer to have a lesson on and the majority vote was Spanish. It was useful for the class also as I can get the pronunciation correct and answer any questions that someone might have. 

Exploiting subject disciplines in areas of learning
I had to plan carefully with this lesson as I had no idea how well they would take to the Spanish or how difficult they would find it. As it is a very different language to English or Welsh, I didn't know if they would struggle to understand the lesson or any of the tasks that I had planned or whether they might pick it up quite fast. Therefore I had to plan for both circumstances just in case. 

What have you learned?
Whilst investigating this experience, I have learnt that children find it engaging when they learn about something different as they see it as a change or a break from the usual curriculum work. Once I announced that we were having a Spanish lesson they got quite excited to start learning it. Furthermore they enjoyed it so much that for the following few weeks they greeted me in Spanish when the could. It is clear that they enjoyed the lesson as they remembered a lot of what I had taught them. From this lesson, I have learnt that keeping lessons fun and interesting is the best way to engage pupils and maintain their learning. After this lesson, a boy from the lower ability group reported to me that he really enjoyed that lesson and that he had never learnt another language before. He said that he was excited to start learning French now when he goes to Comprehensive school in September. It is so rewarding knowing that you might have opened up a potential interest or future pathway for a child. 

What next?
This experience has demonstrated the importance of pupil's wanting to learn and being excited for the lesson. If they are doing the same thing over and over again they will become bored and uninterested which will result in them not learning anything. When I am a full-time teacher, I will remember this experience and maybe deliver another foreign language lesson. However, maybe next time if the topic is 'Our World', I could deliver more languages as I have a basic understanding of a few more languages instead of just focusing on one language. It would depend on how difficult I would like to make the lesson and how much I would like them to learn and remember. Following on from this experience, I am also keen to investigate children learning a foreign language at a young age. ​​​​​​​I will continue to provide the class with fun and innovative lessons. 



Part 2: Critical Reflection 

Introduction 
Cross curricular teaching and learning has developed rapidly over the years with thanks to innovative research and updated, modernised curriculums. This is identified as “a way to combine different school subjects to deliver a curriculum that children find engaging and enjoyable.” (Dalton, 2019).  During a PTE placement, one is required to meet various professional standards for QTS. I chose this standard to be my primarily focus for the purpose of this essay due to it being so heavily promoted within my placement school and my experience with it. Through researching cross curricular themes, I hope to broaden my understanding and explore new methods in order to utilise this professional standard to the best of my ability. Therefore, benefitting not only myself but the pupils’ education. Further research will be carried out as it will benefit my professional career by gaining a deeper insight into pedagogy and effectively receiving my teacher status. I will also be analysing my own professional practise in order to critically reflect, improve and continue professional learning. This essay will investigate this key educational aspect through both the teacher and learners’ point of view. Every child learns differently and reacts to various methods that are tested and trialled within a classroom with some influencing children more than others. Throughout this essay, I will examine the strengths and limitations in using cross curricular themes and how it can truly influence the children. 


Critical Discussion of Chosen Aspect
In my experience, cross curricular themes were slightly easier to plan and deliver to younger children as they seem to get more excited about discovering the links. Here, I planned my weeks’ worth of lessons around a different fairy-tale story every week. One week was the 3 Little Pigs: in mathematics we learnt how to tell the time with Mr. Wolf, in design and technology we made houses, in science we explored the strength of different materials and in health and well-being we looked at how to be kind. 
The children in my reception class thoroughly enjoyed the story themed weeks as they became more engaged in the following lessons as they could always relate back to reading the story on Monday morning. If I were to have the opportunity to be placed in a reception class again, upon analysing this experience, this type of cross curricular planning would only be able to last for a term. This is due to not having enough resources and stories to plan around for an entire school year and the possibility of children becoming bored with the story themed lessons. A way to overcome this would be to prepare termly cross curricular themes in order to maintain the children’s engagement and advance their learning. This aspect will be highlighted further on. 

‘Successful futures’ is an updated review of the Welsh curriculum established by Professor Graham Donaldson in 2015. Throughout the review, he signals the importance of pedagogy, assessment and the true purpose of the curriculum. Within the pedagogy section, Donaldson asserts various elements to enhance efficient teaching in order to provide the Highest quality of education to the pupils. One of these highlighted factors is cross curricular themes.
“By embedding the Cross-curriculum Responsibilities and wider skills in each Area of Learning and Experience the new structure gives clear signals about related teaching approaches.” (Donaldson, 2015). In order to implement cross curricular activities into the classroom, the teacher must fully understand the purpose of cross curricular themes. As Donaldson states, it should be tested in all areas of learning. This means that an overall umbrella subject for the term would be implemented in mathematics and numeracy, science and technology, humanities, language literacy and communication, health and well-being and expressive arts. In doing so, it will increase the children’s creativity in noticing these links and how to connect areas and lessons together to gain a deeper sense of learning. “The challenge for teaching posed by the Cross-curriculum Responsibilities will be to maintain the focus on these responsibilities within teaching and learning so that their application becomes natural and authentic rather than an add-on.” (Donaldson, 2015). Donaldson further suggests that by implementing the skill of cross curricular planning into one’s lesson planning, it will become an easy habit to carry through a teaching career. Within the ‘Successful Futures’ report there is clearly a lot of claims supporting the use of cross curricular teaching and learning. I will now be evaluating the strengths and limitations of cross curricular themes amongst both the teacher and the learner. 

Cross curricular learning is examined by Lynch as “Moving away from merely memorizing facts, Cross Curricular learning encourages students to make their own connections and draw their own conclusions based on the material” (Lynch, 2019). Lynch argues here that by utilising cross curricular themes, the children aren’t forced to be judged on their memorising of taught work skills. Instead, children are promoted to use their understanding of what they have just learnt in order to form connections to previous and future work, embedding the knowledge more deeply. Therefore, in doing so, they then have the opportunity to think and learn independently and establish decisions and opinions through the use of various learning contexts. Lynch also hypothesises that “Students are expected to apply their learning, which in turn leads to excitement about further understanding and discoveries.” (Lynch, 2019). Lynch suggests that children are more engaged and interested in the learning when the lessons are taught in a cross curricular manner. This is due to the children discovering cognitive relations and gain awareness in lieu with the real world in how everything is also associated. Cross curricular learning will also allow the pupils to cerebrate theories by investigating their principle of the lesson further collectively. 

Alternatively, researched information on cross curricular learning was carried out by Price in 2010. “There was an improvement in the quality of numerous areas of pupil learning, including: questioning, self and group reflection, sharing of ideas, consensus and awareness of task requirements.” (Price, 2010). Price noted that he observed a distinguishable difference in the quality of learners’ work through the use of cross curricular themes and therefore, gained many other valuable skills in the process. Working collaboratively as a class allowed the observed children to break down the subject barriers and gain a much deeper response to what had been taught. Price also indicated “Some students (from across the attainment range) became increasingly aware of the ‘thinking skills’ they were using.” (Price, 2010). Thus, it can be perceived that cross curricular themes allow a wide range of children to adapt much easier to the given tasks no matter their attainment level. The thinking skills that he reports is the development of critical thinking skills that have been further established through learning in a cross curricular manner. Price concluded that this method of learning allowed the children to become confident in conveying skills into various frameworks and situations for the pupil’s education. 

Not only does cross curricular themes aid pupils, it also entertains many benefits for the community. In a report by Keith Morris on ‘Implementing Cross Curricular Skills’, he evaluates the outcome of the impact cross curricular themes have on people and the environment outside of the classroom subsequently using this fundamental skill. “If students are to understand a changing society and are to become active members of it, then a passive, academic education has to be complemented by an active, enquiring education which is grounded in the issues of everyday life.” (Morrison, 1994). Here, he expands on the importance of children playing a part in their community and gaining a true perspective by learning and acknowledging the happenings outside of the class to seek knowledge of the links lessons have to society. Cross curricular themes support Morris’ claims to ground the issues as the selected themes can broaden over many subjects and current issues. Morrison also argues that “…for links to the community outside the school to be made and that contacts with organizations and groups outside schools are necessary.” (Morrison, 1994). In addressing cultural and social issues through the use of cross curricular themes, the teacher is allowing the student to address content beyond the school and create necessary links to their wider community. Therefore, children will gain more valuable opinions and traits for a large scope of issues through the use of critical thinking skills in their cross curricular lessons.

Although there are many advantages in using cross curricular themes in planning, teaching and learning, there is also a disadvantage. As I previously mentioned when explaining my experience, unless a teacher changes the cross curricular theme every so often, the selected cross curricular theme may become boring and repetitious for the children in that particular classroom. This is supported by an article on progressive learning stating how it can “… hold students back from new material and ideas.” (Barnes, 2015). This suggests that if a teacher focuses primarily on one theme and only delivers that for the whole year, children will be limited to a specific element. The children will not have the opportunity to explore and learn other valuable lessons from different resources, as it would not be cross curricular. Therefore, they would not develop opinions and ideas on other topics and subjects that could have been taught alongside the chosen theme. Lynch highlights this in his report by emphasising “The Cross-Curricular lesson can span an entire semester or a whole year, culminating in a final project or performance.” (Lynch, 2019). Perhaps it could be further debated that children need a constant flow of new material often in order to maintain their engagement, and introduce them to new aspects of life and the world that they live in. Changing the topic every so often may allow children to advance in their education and further develop current opinions; rather than focus on the same topic for a certain amount of time. Preventing this from happening would involve the teacher gaging the effort and enthusiasm levels of the children, in regards to the cross curricular theme. Once the teacher can see the children have become less interested in the chosen cross curricular theme, the teacher should change it to conserve that standard of effort the children can emit in the class. 

In addition to this, teachers could possibly select a cross curricular theme with slightly taboo views that shouldn’t be discussed in a classroom. Such as political opinions, economically pressed issues or gender related matters. Morrison disputes that “Curriculum planners can turn to their own advantage the non-statutory nature of the cross-curricular themes by introducing sensitive issues into the curriculum.” (Morrison, 1994). This is due to not sharing any biased views that may sway any tendencies or opinions that the children may have already started to form.

Conclusion
It has been shown throughout this essay that there are certainly both strengths and limitations in using cross curricular planning. However, the strengths truly outweigh the limitations for both teacher and learner due to the amount of positive research found of cross curricular themes, that I have referenced, and so very little resources found arguing against it. The new Welsh Curriculum by Donaldson has definitely supported and promoted the use of this educational element, by encouraging teachers to use it in their classrooms in order to provide the pupils with a much deeper and richer education in relation to the real world. Correspondingly, in doing so, the children gain valuable and irreplaceable live skills such as critical thinking and reflection abilities. 
Upon further research, this will aid my future teaching experiences as I have now gained a factual and more profound understanding of cross curricular themes. In writing this essay I have learnt the importance of using this esteemed skill, how it benefits both the student and the teacher and how to overcome any limitations that may arise in equivalence with it. I will be using this theme when I have my own classroom in order to deliver and nurture the best possible skills that I can to my pupils. However, after researching the limitations, I will use a different cross curricular theme every term in order to avoid repetition and a lack of enthusiasm amongst the pupils. 
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