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[bookmark: _Toc237248310]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
[bookmark: _Toc237248311]1.1 Paper Details (Title, Author(s) and Year of Publication)
This report examines the research article “She didn’t know how to go back”: School attendance problems in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic – A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2023). The article was published in the British Journal of Educational Psychology. It investigates school attendance problems  among primary school children in England following the COVID-19 pandemic. The researchers explored the experiences of parents and education professionals to understand why some children struggled to return to school and what support could improve attendance (McDonald et al., 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc237248312]1.2 Main Topic or Problem Explored in the Paper
The paper focuses on school attendance problems among primary school children after the COVID-19 pandemic. Many children found it difficult to return to school because of emotional, social and educational challenges. The researchers explored the reasons for these attendance difficulties and examined how they affected children, their families and schools. They also investigated the support already available and considered what additional help could improve children’s school attendance and wellbeing. Understanding these issues is important because poor attendance can affect children’s education, mental health and future opportunities (McDonald et al., 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc237248313]1.3 Who Is the Research About?
The research involved two groups of participants. The first group included parents of primary school children who experienced school attendance problems after the COVID-19 pandemic. The second group consisted of education professionals, including teachers, school leaders and educational psychologists. These participants were selected because they had direct experience of supporting children with attendance difficulties. Parents described the challenges their children faced at home, while professionals explained the difficulties they observed in schools. Collecting views from both groups allowed the researchers to develop a broader understanding of the problem and identify common themes across different experiences.    The Department for Education (2024) says that improving school attendance is an important priority in England. It also explains that schools should work closely with families and other services to support children who are often absent from school.

This research helps professionals understand why some children found it difficult to return to school after the COVID-19 pandemic. It also shows why early support and good communication between schools and families are important. Overall, this topic is important because it can help professionals provide better support for children and their families (McDonald et al., 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc237248314]1.4 Why Is This Topic Important in UK Health and Social Care?
School attendance is important in UK health and social care because it is connected to children’s wellbeing and development. When children do not attend school regularly, they may need extra support from schools, health professionals and social care services. The research shows that school attendance problems affect not only children but also their families (McDonald et al., 2023).
The Department for Education (2024) says that improving school attendance is an important priority in England. It also explains that schools should work closely with families and other services to support children who are often absent from school.

This research helps professionals understand why some children found it difficult to return to school after the COVID-19 pandemic. It also shows why early support and good communication between schools and families are important. Overall, this topic is important because it can help professionals provide better support for children and their families.


[bookmark: _Toc237248315]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
The main purpose of this study was to explore school attendance problems among primary school children after the COVID-19 pandemic. The researchers wanted to understand why some children found it difficult to return to school and what challenges they experienced. They also explored the views of parents and education professionals to learn more about the support children and families needed. The findings of the study may help schools and other services provide better support for children with school attendance problems (McDonald et al., 2023).
[bookmark: _Toc237248316]2.1 Research Question(s) or Objectives
The study had two main objectives. The first objective was to understand the experiences of parents and education professionals whose children or pupils had school attendance problems after the COVID-19 pandemic. The second objective was to identify the factors that affected children’s school attendance and explore ways to improve support for children and their families. To achieve these objectives, the researchers collected information from both groups of participants and compared their experiences. This helped them develop a better understanding of school attendance problems and identify common themes (McDonald et al., 2023).

[bookmark: _Toc237248317]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
[bookmark: _Toc237248318]3.1 Overview of Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed-Methods Research
Researchers use different research methods depending on what they want to find out. The three main research methods are quantitative, qualitative and mixed-methods research. Each method is used for a different purpose (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).

Quantitative research collects numerical data. Researchers often use questionnaires, surveys or experiments to collect information. The results are analysed using numbers and statistics. This method is useful when researchers want to compare  results or identify patterns. For example, a hospital may ask patients to complete a survey about the quality of care they received (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).

Qualitative research collects non-numerical data, such as people’s experiences, opinions and feelings. Researchers often use interviews, focus groups or open-ended questionnaires. This method helps researchers understand why people think or behave in a particular way. For example, a researcher may interview parents to learn about their experiences of supporting a child with school attendance problems (Silverman, 2020).

Mixed-methods research combines quantitative and qualitative research. It uses both numerical data and personal experiences to answer the research question. For example, researchers may use a questionnaire to collect statistical information and then interview some participants to understand their answers in more detail. Using both methods help researchers gain a more complete understanding of the topic (Saunders et al., 2019).

Each research method has its own strengths. The choice of method depends on the aim of the study and the type of information the researchers need to collect.
[bookmark: _Toc237248319]3.2 Research Methodology Used in Your Chosen Paper and Why
Both methods collected qualitative data, so the study remained qualitative rather than mixed-methods. The researchers wanted to understand the experiences of parents and education professionals rather than collect numerical data. For this reason, a qualitative approach was the most appropriate choice for the research. (McDonald et al., 2023).

Data were collected in two stages. First, the researchers used online surveys with open-ended questions to gather information from parents and education professionals. These responses helped them identify the main topics and prepare the interview questions. In the second stage, they carried out semi-structured interviews with a smaller number of participants to gain more detailed information about their experiences (McDonald et al., 2023).

Although the study used two different methods of data collection, both methods produced qualitative data. The surveys collected written responses, and the interviews provided detailed personal experiences. The researchers then analysed all of the data using Framework Analysis to identify common themes across the participants’ responses (McDonald et al., 2023).

A quantitative study could have measured how many children experienced school attendance problems. However, it would not have explained why these problems occurred or how parents and professionals experienced them. Therefore, a qualitative research design was the most suitable choice because it allowed the researchers to explore the topic in greater depth.

[bookmark: _Toc237248320]3.3 Primary and Secondary Data: Definitions, Differences, and Application to Your Paper
Primary data are information collected directly by researchers for a specific study. Researchers collect these data themselves using methods such as interviews, questionnaires, observations or focus groups. Primary data are useful because they are collected to answer a particular research question (Saunders et al., 2019).

Secondary data are information that has already been collected by other researchers or organisations. Examples include books, journal articles, government reports and official statistics. Researchers use secondary data to learn about previous studies and compare their findings with existing evidence (Saunders et al., 2019).
The main difference between primary and secondary data is who collects the information. Primary data are collected by the researchers for their own study, while secondary data have already been collected for another purpose.

In the chosen research paper, the authors collected primary data. They first used online surveys with open-ended questions to gather information from parents and education professionals. After reviewing the survey responses, they invited a smaller group of participants to take part in semi-structured interviews. This two-stage process allowed the researchers to collect detailed information and explore participants’ experiences in greater depth (McDonald et al., 2023).
The researchers analysed the data using Framework Analysis. They organised the information into themes and looked for common ideas across the participants’ responses. They also compared the views of parents and education professionals to identify both similarities and differences. This method was suitable because it helped the researchers analyse a large amount of qualitative data in a clear and organised way (McDonald et al., 2023).

Overall, the use of primary data and Framework Analysis helped the researchers answer their research question and develop a better understanding of school attendance problems after the COVID-19 pandemic.

[bookmark: _Toc237248321]Section 4: Conclusion
This report analysed a research paper about school attendance problems among primary school children after the COVID-19 pandemic. It explained the purpose of the study, the research objectives and the qualitative research design used by the authors. The report also described the differences between quantitative, qualitative and mixed-methods research and explained why a qualitative approach was the most suitable choice for this study. In addition, it discussed the use of primary data and how the researchers analysed their findings using Framework Analysis.

Completing this report has improved my understanding of research methods. I have learned that researchers choose different methods depending on the aim of their study. I also understand the difference between primary and secondary data and why it is important to choose the most appropriate method for collecting and analysing information.

These research skills will be useful in my future studies and in health and social care practice. They will help me understand research papers, evaluate evidence and use reliable information to support professional decision-making. This is important because health and social care professionals should use evidence to provide safe and effective support for children, families andother service users.

Overall, this assignment has helped me develop a better understanding of research methods and their importance in health and social care.



[bookmark: _Toc237248322]
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