
GOBBET: MOREAU DE SAINT-MÉRY, ‘SAINT DOMINGUE: SOME GEOGRAPHY’
[bookmark: _GoBack]‘Saint Domingue: Some Geography’[footnoteRef:1] (‘Some Geography’) was written in the final year of the French Revolution by Moreau de Saint-Méry, a well-educated lawman and member of the pre-revolution French Parliament. While the original commission of this text was to survey whether maintaining Santo Domingo is of importance, Moreau clearly and explicitly believes the conservation of this land is key thanks to the “riches that it produces for the mother country” from sugar and indigo exports.[footnoteRef:2] It is if interest that Moreau was educated in law and yet utilises economics and geography to make his point for the maintenance of Santo Domingo - this can be construed as him expressing his own beliefs as a politician from the time or, more cynically, playing to his original audience (the aristocracy) by harping on the riches it provided. To the post-revolutionary audience, the piece would have been published to, these riches would be of a different importance [1:  M. L. E., Moreau de Saint-Méry, ‘Saint Domingue: Some Geography’, A Civilization That Perished: The Last Years of White Colonial Rule in Haiti, (Philadelphia, Self-Published, 1797-1798), pp. 13-15. ]  [2:  C. L. R., James, The Black Jacobins: Toussaint L’Ouverture and the San Domingo Revolution, (United Kingdom, Secker & Warburg Ltd., 1938), p. 45.] 

Moreau’s conviction that “Santo Domingo is the most important…” French territory is further expressed by the mention of the threat of “its loss” and emphasis on the importance of its “rescue”.[footnoteRef:3] The knowledge that the land may be lost to either the Spanish or to the enslaved Haitians, and that it must be ‘rescued’ back into the possession of the French can be seen as an admittance that France’s rule over its territories is not absolute and nor is it irrefutable. Moreover, the inclusion of the phrase “destinies of France”[footnoteRef:4] insinuates that there are multiple outcomes to look at rather than a predestined outcome - this is a feature of enlightenment thinking and the shift away from solely religious views of the world.[footnoteRef:5]  [3:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.]  [4:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.]  [5:  Christianity, Science, and the Enlightenment, (Encyclopedia.com, 2019), [Accessed 16/11/2019].] 

These enlightenment ideas are further seen in Moreau’s understanding of geography and environmental change as he states that “people have cut down the trees…which summoned the life-giving rains”.[footnoteRef:6] The swift and stern condemnation of the perpetrators as ‘greedy’ people who “count the future for nothing”[footnoteRef:7] is arguably out of character for a piece which has played to aristocratic wealth until this point, however it can be argued that the concern for the environment is, in fact, for this exact reason. By protecting the environment, the French will be protecting their assets (sugar and indigo exports) and therefore maintaining their wealth as well as the island itself. Moreau also speaks of the physical area in terms of shipping and receiving - speaking of “two peninsulas” and a separational “gulf”[footnoteRef:8] which would be of great use to French trade as ports, making Saint Domingue a chief producer and consumer for France and therefore a contender for the ‘most important’ territory.  [6:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.]  [7:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.]  [8:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.] 

While his physical geography is of a high standard thanks to the enlightenment, his human geography is woefully clouded by his personal views. As a figure known for his disregard of the Natural Rights of Man, Moreau was an advocate for racial segregations and was a proud slave-owner during his time.[footnoteRef:9] It is therefore of importance that Moreau notes the population of different classes and races in Saint Domingue, most explicitly the almost proud admittance that there are “eleven and three-tenths slaves for one white” but “ten whites to seven freed men”[footnoteRef:10] - in other words asserting white dominance in the area and, crucially, displaying it as a net positive to the territory. Moreau hinges the land’s value entirely on what it can do for France and consistently speaks of the island as simply a vessel for French wealth and, in other words dismissing the enslaved people as an extension of that vessel as opposed to a human populous. This is further expressed by his concern that its “distance from the mother country prevents it from being particularly like France”[footnoteRef:11] and therefore conveys that a land requires an inherited ‘Frenchness’ in order to be a valid part of the French Empire and speaks to a level of nationalism and exclusionism from not only Moreau but the wider French Government whom the text was originally intended for. [9:  L., Dubois, Avengers of the New World, (Massachusetts, The Belknap Press, 2004), p. 98.]  [10:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.]  [11:  Moreau de Saint-Méry, 1798.] 
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