OBSERVATION / FIELD NOTES

Record 1
	Date and time, year group:
25th of October 2023, 9:30am, Year 5


	Where and When: 

Numeracy lesson on additions and subtraction in the year 5 classroom. In the morning just at 9:30am after register and welbeing check in.





	What happened:

To contextualize the incident, the pupils all moved into their numeracy groups (ability groups) at 9:30 after doing the class register and a wellbeing check in. Once all the pupils settled down into their numeracy groups the teacher began the lesson on addition and subtraction. Whilst the teacher was giving out the lesson it caught my attention that there was a disruption coming from one pupil (Child A) who would not stop fidgeting. It began with a ruler where Child A would shake the ruler back and forth, creating a small amount of noise and visual distraction. Eventually, this action grabbed the attention of the teacher who told the child to stop and put the ruler away. Moments later, Child A began to play with a pencil that they found on the floor. The child was tapping the pencil on the table creating a slight noise. At this moment, Child A now grabbed the attention of other pupils who were now focused on the child. The teacher then had to talk to Child A once more to tell them to stop because of this situation. After this it became clear the flow of the lesson had been disrupted and other pupils also began to lose focus. Child A, a few moments after the second warning began to swing on their chair with their head facing downwards not paying attention to the board. It was clear that other pupils noticed this and were waiting in anticipation for the teacher to give the third warning. The pupils on Child A’s table were trying to quietly communicate to her to stop as they knew she would get a third warning. I could see that the pupils felt uncomfortable in this situation as they knew they had to listen to the teacher, but they were more focused on the actions of Child A. The teacher tried to ignore Child A so that they could move on with the lesson, but it became clear that it was no longer an option as the other pupils were too disengaged. This resulted in the teacher moving Child A towards the front, next to the teacher. This upset Child A as you could see they were visually upset and now had no intentions of listening. Unfortunately moving Child A to the front did not get the flow of the lesson back on track as the other pupils were still focused on Child A. In result to this, when the teacher gave out the task the teacher explained to only do the first half as they did not have time to introduce the second half due to the actions of Child A and other pupils. Most of the pupils completed the first half of the task with extra support from myself and the teacher, but none of the pupils done any of the second half of the task as there was no time left. After talking to the teacher about the incident afterwards, it was explained that Child A is known to fidget a lot during class but during this incident the actions were heightened.






	Areas of possible exploration: 

· Causes of fidgeting.
· Definition of fidgeting.
· Impact of fidgeting. 
· Teachers’ role in classroom management. 
· Promoting inclusive learning environment.
· Curriculum of Wales.
· Professional teaching standards.
· Teaching and learning methods.
· Possible support for Child A



	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

· Full class (25 pupils) girls and boys roughly split even.
· Child A is mid tier ability.
· After dinner register and wellbeing check in. 
· Talkative classroom.
· Prior knowledge of Child A’s habits.



















