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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 
‘Exploring the reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales.’

INTRODUCTION:
This empirical research study will explore the reasons behind the rise in knife crime amongst young people in South Wales. As evidenced by recent statistics, the increase in reported knife crime is a significant issue in England and Wales. Over the last decade, young people aged 10 to 17 have represented the highest proportion of offenders who have been detained for weapons offences in England and Wales (Pandit, P. 2024). Statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (2024) show that in the year ending 2024, 3,206 children and young people aged 10 to 17 were involved in knife and weapon offences dealt with by the Criminal Justice System. This figure shows an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago. Whilst there is a vast amount of research and statistics on the rise in knife crime amongst adults and young people across the UK, there is arguably a gap in research which explores the reasons behind why young people choose to carry a knife and commit such crimes. Additionally, further research on the rise in knife crime amongst young people in the South Wales demographic would be valuable to promote awareness of this epidemic to young people, families and local organisations and act as a ‘prevention call’ to knife crime in South Wales.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

· To explore statistics of knife crime in South Wales in comparison to the wider UK.

· To explore why young people carry knives and participate in knife crime in South Wales.

· To evaluate the efficacy of prevention methods and knife crime interventions in South Wales.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

According to the 2024 UK Peace Index, reported knife crime rates in England and Wales have increased by more than a fifth over the last decade (Pandit, P. 2024). Whilst the percentage rates vary across counties, all but five police force areas have shown an increase in this type of criminal activity since 2012 (Pandit, P. 2024). Research by Pandit (2024) suggests that knife related offences are most often linked to assaults, robbery, threats, sexual offences and murder. 

As evidenced by recent statistics, the increase in reported knife crime is a significant issue in England and Wales. Over the last decade, young people aged 10 to 17 have represented the highest proportion of offenders who have been detained for weapons offences in England and Wales (Pandit, P. 2024). Statistics published by the Office for National Statistics (2024) show that 3,206 children and young people aged 10 to 17 were involved in knife and weapon offences dealt with by the Criminal Justice System. This figure shows an increase of 20% compared to ten years ago, whilst adult knife and weapon offences increased by only 12% compared to ten years ago. In the year ending 2024, the most common sentence that 10 to 17-year-olds received was a community sentence, which represents 61% of all knife and offensive weapon offences for 10 to 17-year-olds (Office for National Statistics, 2024).

Interventions and campaigns have proven to be effective in voicing the growing concern of knife crime and educating young people and families in England and Wales. In 2022, South Wales Police launched a partnership-led campaign ‘Not the One’ which aims to educate 11 to 16 year olds on the dangers and consequences of carrying a knife, as well as targeting teachers and family members with an educational pack of information (South Wales Police, 2025). This local campaign has been successful in reaching more than 15,000 young people to provide resources and in addition, the campaign had more than 100,000 engagements on social media (South Wales Police, 2025).

Overall, whilst there is a vast amount of research and statistics on the rise in knife crime amongst adults and young people across the UK, there is arguably a gap in research which explores the reasons behind why young people choose to carry a knife and commit such crimes. Additionally, further research on the rise in knife crime amongst young people in the South Wales demographic would be valuable to promote awareness of this epidemic to young people, families and local organisations and act as a ‘prevention call’ to knife crime in South Wales.



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH – SURVEY METHOD 

This empirical research study will use online questionnaires via Microsoft Forms to (a) explore police officers’ experiences in dealing with knife crime related incidents with young people in South Wales and (b) explore police officers’ awareness as to why there has been a rise in knife crime amongst young people across South Wales.

Each questionnaire will contain 10 questions. Both closed and open questions will be used to gather participants’ views and enable them to elaborate on their responses.

It is anticipated that questionnaires will be best suited to this research study as questionnaires are useful to gain opinions, attitudes, and understandings on topics (Cottrell, 2014). Questionnaires can further provide quantitative data that can be collated systematically. However, on the other hand, questionnaires can be time consuming, particularly when collecting primary data (Cottrell, 2014).

After all participants have completed their questionnaires, the data will be analysed using quantitative analysis techniques i.e. tables and statistics, which will enable any relationships and trends within the data to be examined (Cottrell, 2014).


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The sample for this research will consist of 25 to 30 police officers, including officers from response, the knife crime team (Sceptre) and school liaison officers within South Wales Police. 

Potential participants (South Wales Police Officers) will be approached via email, where they will be provided with a ‘participant information sheet’ which will include a summary of the purpose of the research, what is expected of participants who choose to take part (i.e. completion of a questionnaire), and how their data will be recorded etc. Those who are willing to take part will be asked to respond to the research investigator via email to confirm their interest. Following a forthcoming response, willing participants will be emailed a link to complete the online questionnaire via Microsoft Forms at a time of their convenience.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

To ensure this research study is ethical, all participants will be fully informed of the purpose of the research and will be asked to give their informed consent before taking part. To uphold anonymity, the questionnaire will not request any personal information i.e. the names or ages of participants.

A potential ethical issue that could arise in this research is the sensitivity of the research topic, for example some participants may have experienced or witnessed traumatic incidents in relation to knife crime or may have family or friends who have been victims to such crimes. This could lead to participants becoming emotionally distressed upon completing the questionnaire. To uphold participants wellbeing, each participant will be notified that they can stop and withdraw from the study at any given time.

Additionally, another potential ethical issue to consider is that certain participants may not be able to provide information if they have an ongoing investigation which they are involved in, as this could pose a conflict of interest and potentially lead to a breach of confidentiality. To mitigate this risk, participants will be asked not to provide any personal details of victims/offenders and not to provide any information relating to current or ongoing/identifiable investigations.


	TIME SCALE:

Submission of the research proposal and ethics form will be submitted in February 2025.

The literature review and questionnaire design will then begin and be submitted for feedback in March-April 2025.

Research methodology and planning will then follow. Potential participants will be approached via email and a link to the completed questionnaire will be sent to willing participants for completion in May-June 2025. 

Questionnaire data will be analysed upon completion and submitted for feedback by the 4th August 2025. 

Following this, the findings and conclusion of the research will be written and submitted by 8th September 2025. 

The final dissertation is due for submission on the 6th October 2025.
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