Chapter 3 - Methodology 
3.0 introduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk143910790]The previous chapter of this dissertation achieved the third objective of this study after analysing current data surrounding proactive and reactive policing strategies and their effectiveness in reducing crime. The previous chapter of this dissertation identified that there is a gap within current research surrounding the question proactive vs reactive. Should police officers be proactive or reactive in an effort to reduce crime rates? The previous chapter research identified that there is little to no acknowledgement of current police officers’ thoughts and opinions.

This chapter of the dissertation will seek to achieve objective four of the dissertations which is: To identify the most suitable research approach required too appropriately allow a critical evaluation of both proactive and reactive policing strategies.

DiscoverPHDs (2020) defines research as ‘’Research is about using established methods to investigate a problem or question in detail with the aim of generating new knowledge about it’’. There are two main types of research primary and secondary research. Primary research is defined as a ‘’research method that relies on direct data collection, rather than relying on data that’s already been collected by someone else’’ (George, 2023). Whereas secondary data involves ‘’using data that has already been collected’’ (George, 2023).

Due to there being a gap in research surrounding current police officers’ thoughts and opinions to the question proactive vs reactive policing strategies and how they perceive the strategies are being utilised.  Primary research will be required to assist in answering the projects question. 

3.1 Research Onion (research strategy) 
One research technique regarding the collection of primary data Is the research onion. Created by Saunders
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Figure 3.1 – Annotated Diagram – Research Onion (Business Research Methodology, No Date)  

The diagram shown in figure 3.1 shows the chosen research process for this dissertation. According to Phair and Warren (2021) ‘’The onion is made up of 6 layers, which you’ll need to peel back one at a time as you develop your research methodology’’.

3.1.1 Research Philosophy 
The first layer of the onion is research philosophy. Research philosophy refers to ‘’the set of beliefs, assumptions, and principles that underlie the way you approach your study’’ (Jansen, 2023). According to research onion in Figure 3.1 – Annotated Diagram – Research Onion (Business Research Methodology, No Date) there are four main research philosophy these being ‘’positivism, interpretivism, pragmatism and realism’’. 

The first research philosophy is positivism research which takes the view that ‘’knowledge exists outside of what’s being studied. In other words, what is being studied can only be done so objectively, and it cannot include opinions or personal viewpoints ‘’ (Jansen, 2023). Positivism suggests that things can only be true or false and that anything else is meaningless. The second research philosophy is Interpretivism which emphasises the influence that ‘’social and cultural factors can have on an individual. This view focuses on people’s thoughts and ideas, in light of the socio-cultural backdrop’’ (Jansen, 2023). The third research philosophy is pragmatism which highlights the ‘’practical point of view, where knowledge is not fixed, but instead is constantly questioned and interpreted’’ (Jansen, 2023). The fourth research philosophy is realism which relies on the idea of ‘’independence of reality from the human mind’’ (Business Research Methodology, No Date)  

With this research project aiming to cover areas of current police officers’ opinions on proactive and reactive policing it is more appropriate to utilise the interpretivism philosophy which focuses on people’s thoughts and ideas. 

3.1.2 Research approach 
According to Phair and Warren (2021) ‘’It’s important to clearly identify your research approach as it will inform the decisions you take in terms of data collection and analysis in your study’’. As evidenced in Figure 3.1 – Annotated Diagram – Research Onion (Business Research Methodology, No Date) there are two types of research approaches. These being inductive and deductive. Inductive approaches consist of ‘’generating theories from research, rather than starting a project with a theory as a foundation.’’ (Phair and Warren, 2021). While Deductive approaches ‘’begin with a theory and aim to build on it (or test it) through research’’. (Phair and Warren, 2021). 

With these approaches in mind this research will utilise the inductive approach utilising theories to answer the project question.

3.1.3 Research strategy and choices 
The research onion in Figure 3.1 – Annotated Diagram – Research Onion (Business Research Methodology, No Date) suggests mono-method, mixed method and multi-method as possible choices for conducting research. The mono-method comprises ‘’only one method for the study’’ (15 writers, No Date). The mixed method is based on the use of ‘’two or more methods of research and commonly refers to the use of qualitative and quantitative methodology.,’’ (15 writers, No Date) and multi-method uses a ‘’wider selection of methods’’ (15 writers, No Date).

Within this research the Mono-method will be utilised in the form of surveys and questionnaires to gather opinions and thoughts from serving police officers. Through conducting surveys and questionnaires this will gather information on what serving police officers think is the most effective strategy. 

3.1.4 Time horizon 
The finial aspect of the research onion is the time horizon which illustrates how long collection can take. Within this study ‘’cross sectional’’ is the most appropriate time horizon as it is the most appropriate when utilising surveys. 

Sampling 3.2 (data collection) 
There are four main types of sampling types. The first being simple random sampling which according McCombes (2019) ‘’every member of the population has an equal chance of being selected. Your sampling frame should include the whole population’’. The next sampling technique is systematic sampling which McCombes (2019) states ‘’every member of the population is listed with a number, but instead of randomly generating numbers, individuals are chosen at regular intervals’’. The next is stratified sampling which according to McCombes (2019) involves ‘’dividing the population into subpopulations that may differ in important ways. It allows you draw more precise conclusions by ensuring that every subgroup is properly represented in the sample’’. The final sampling technique is cluster sampling which involves ‘’dividing the population into subgroups, but each subgroup should have similar characteristics to the whole sample. Instead of sampling individuals from each subgroup, you randomly select entire subgroup’’ (McCombes, 2019).

Within this research simple random sampling will be utilised in the form of questionnaires to gather information from current police officers  

Conclusion 3.3
This chapter has successfully identified the most suitable for of methodology used for the dissertation as well as achieved objective four of the project. 
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