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Task One


Iceland, like many other similar countries believe in the importance of children playing outdoors through many of their developmental stages throughout their lives. There are many governmental research papers which back up the theory that playing outside is good for children. The curriculum also highlights that outdoor learning supports children’s ability to excerise and be educated on healthier living which in turn changes the mindset that children have on the outdoors as they learn  to enjoy the outdoors and all that it has to provide ( Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013 )

Research done by Oladottir in 2008 backs the previous theory. Oladottir believe that this emphasis on the outdoors in Icelandic schools between the ages if one to six who play outside every day in schools. When children are older, from six until sixteen this outdoor time is limited to outdoor break times within the school day. Not much is known about why learning outside with certain teachers is so beneficial, however the level of success with outdoor learning is dependent on multiple factors such as the teacher involved as well as the school involved. However outdoor education is on the uptick as more and more teachers in Iceland are reporting that they are doing outdoor learning more and more frequently compared to how often they did it in the past. Seventy percent of school in the capital, Reykjavik, are saying they are increasing the frequency of outdoor learning.























Task Two A



The following essay will look at forest schools. The Forest Schools Network defines a forest school as “ an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to develop and achieve confidence and self esteem, through hands on learning and woodland experiences. “ 

Murray and O’brien (2006) acknowledged that members of the public were worried that younger school children don’t get to access the woodlands and other green spaces in the same way that previous generations , such as their parents , did. This is due to a rising amount of indoor activities and fear of something happening to children in those outdoor spaces. 

Ward Thompson et al did research in 2004 for the Welsh Government and the research showed that lack of access to nature in the early years prevents those children accessing nature when they become adults and therefore miss out on he physical and emotional benefits of nature. This is due to outdoor learning and forest schools being vastly different to standard classroom based learning. However, the Welsh government are encouraging teachers to do outdoor education within their own schools, especially for children in the foundation phase.

























Task Two B



https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/975542285854044852/5857385445011470584








































Task 3




Critical Analysis: Schooled to fail? The underachievement debate in Wales


The article ‘ Schooled to fail? The Underachievement debate in Wales ‘ is an article that was written in 2005. It was written by Emma Smith when she was at the University of York. The article looks at how Wales was supposedly underachieving. The article also looks into that when Wales is compared against similar areas (size, economic and demographically ) the results of Welsh pupils were shown to actually be ahead of their counterparts and therefore not failing academically. Throughout the text Emma states and backs up that the ‘ underachievement phenomenon ‘ was created by a media circus and was in fact nothing new. Labelling a group as failing when they are not is extremely unproductive especially when exam results are coming back up for all pupils, from all backgrounds and from all genders.

The author uses multiple credible sources to show that since the 1960’s there has been a substantial amount of research done to show that in general girls have always out achieved boys (by a marginal 10%) However the small margin that girls out achieve their male counterparts by is not enough to cause concern. Performance by Welsh pupils in general is trending upwards which is not a sign of a failed educational state. 

In 2000 a similar study was done which once again showed that girls were out performing boys by a small margin and while this was happening the general attainment of the class was rising at the same time. ( Griffin, 2000 )

Thomas, Diprete and Buchmann conducted research in 1998 about the educational performance of girls who were younger than school leaver age. The findings of this research also found that girls marginally outperform boys in school. They also found it was a < 10% gap which is the same findings that Smith had during her research.

The intention of the author seems to be an attempt to highlight that the educational performance in Wales is in fact not trending downwards, it is actually the opposite – the performance of Welsh school children is actually trending up. Smith also states that not all comparisons are useful – when compared to their closest area , the north east of England, the Welsh students outperformed the English ones. Davies and Brember (2010) had the same findings during their longitudinal study on primary school aged children. 

In 2003, Emma Smith the same author published another article on the topic called ‘ Failing Boys and Moral Panics: Perspectives on the underachievement Debate” in the British Journal of Educational Studies. This article also had similar findings in that boys were outperformed by girls marginally and that in general school performance was rising in both England and Wales (at the time) 

The article is structured to be an academic paper which Is unsurprising due to the paper being published in the Welsh Journal of Education which is a respected peer reviewed and credible journal in the education sector. The paragraphs make sense and there is a good flow between them which links points well. The paragraphs are not too long so that they cannot be read and followed easily. The paragraphs also followed a logical order and structure for the essay. In the article there were also multiple statistics, these statistics were relevant, trustworthy and objective sources which aided the credibility of the essay. The statistics also used multiple appendices to highlight which statistics were being used but also to allow the reader to view the full picture at the end.

The article is written in a formal academic style which is logical given the purpose of the article however this does not hinder the readers ability to understand the point that is being made by the author. 

The article is clear on the point being made. The tagline of Welsh students being ‘ Schooled to Fail ‘ has clearly resonated with the author as she has gone out of her way yo prove this statement wrong with multiple credible and objective sources for each point. The claim that boys are underachieving a considerable amount more than girls was also disproven as not a new phenomenon and not in the range that would be a cause for concern. The author stays consistent on proving these phrases wrong throughout the article and continues to highlight that the opposite is in fact happening and the performance of welsh children is actually trending upwards compared to being schooled to fail.

As previously mentioned the text relies on multiple different objective and credible sources, most of which is statistics. All the sources come from a non biased source. The evidence chosen to back up the points being made in the article is also consistently relevant and up to date at the time of publishing. These sources support the argument being made perfectly. The author uses these sources to draw the conclusion that performance is increasing amongst school children and the gender attainment gap between boys and girls is within an acceptable range so therefore Wales is not a failed educational state but instead trending upwards as the school children are in fact, not schooled to fail.

In conclusion, the article is a well structured academic piece of text that follows the criteria that defines academic writing. There is a good flow within the article due to the paragraphs being laid out in a sensical way that allows each point to be backed up with credible sources. It sticks to the topic at hand and refrains from taking a subjective viewpoint towards the topic. Smith disproves the quote that the article revolved around and stays objective towards the topic. The only recommendation that could be suggested is larger spacing in her work to make it easier to be read and ensuring that no emotive language slips into future academic writing as it may effect future credibility. The journal article proved a point about performance and gender based attainment which has been backed up substantially both prior and post to the article being published.
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