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Annotated Timeline 2
Battle of Chaeronea:
338BC –This battle took place in Chaeronea in Boeotia and was fought by Athens and Thebes (with other allied Greek forces) against Philip II. The battle occurred because of Philips ongoing campaigns in Greece which Athens perceived as a threat. Philip commanded thirty thousand infantry and two thousand cavalry but it is reported that the Greeks had far more soldiers. By positioning their forces wisely the Greeks forced Philip to attack from the front and limited his strategic options. Despite this however ultimately Philip and the Macedonian’s won.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Diodorus Siculus, 16.85.5-6.; Justin, 9.3.6-7.; Buckler., Beck. 2008. 254-258.; Homes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 27.] 

Birth of Alexander:
356BC – Alexander was born at Pella and a descendant of Philip and Olympias. Also, therefore a descendant of Heracles and Achilles. It is widely reported that many omens and visions occurred during his mother’s pregnancy involving thunderbolts, lions and serpents.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Plutarch, 2.2-3.9.; Demandt 2011.; Stoneman 2004. 1-3.] 

Marriage of Philip and Cleopatra:
337BC- Philip II was known for his use of marriages to form alliances but this last marriage to Cleopatra lead to conflict and royal upheaval. Due to the power and connections Cleopatra had she was a threat to Olympias and therefore to Alexanders claim as heir. Tensions caused by the marriage lead to Alexanders exile (although there was a later reconciliation between Philip and his son).[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Plutarch, 9.3-10.4.; Hornblower., Spawforth., Eidinow. 2014. 56.] 

Death of Philip:
336BC- Whilst celebrating the marriage of his daughter with a sacrifice Philip was killed by one of his bodyguards named Pausanias. A desire for revenge and fame are given as motivation for the murder however it is possible there were other reasons (such as Alexanders desire to inherit and this being threatened, Philips interest in Persia, continuous fighting and tension with Greece).[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Diodorus Siculus, 16.91-94.; Justin 9.5.8.; Gagarin 2010. 98.] 

Sack of Thebes:
335BC- Thebes was one of many revolting Greek cities after the death of Philip II. Alexander who was now king had to contain these revolts and prevent others from happening. A fight between the two ensued. In finding an old gateway to slip through Alexander was able to attack from within the city as well as from outside of it. This new position gave way to complete destruction of Thebes.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Diodorus Siculus, 17.11.1-14.1.; Plutarch, 11. Hamilton. 1965. 122-124.] 

Battle of Granicus:
334BC- Persian forces took on Alexander for the first time by the Granicus river. The satraps of Asia Minor used their combined forces to battle against Alexander but due to his tactical creativity were unsuccessful. Attacking at night, once safely across the river, the Macedonian forces were able to surprise the Persians and disrupt their previous battle strategy to take on the cavalry first. In out manoeuvring the Persian force Alexander won the battle and gained access to even more of Persia.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Arrian, 1.13.; Plutarch, 16.; Diodorus Siculus, 17.19.3.; Hammond. 1980. 73-88.] 

Battle of Issus:
333BC- Alexander continued to move through Persia and in doing so encountered Darius. With the assistance of Greece Darius had a sizable army with which to fight Alexander. Using the sea and surrounding hills as protection Alexander was able to fight the larger Persian force.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Diodorus Siculus, 17.33.4.; Arrian, 2.10.5.; Curtius Rufus, 3.11.5.; Murison. 1972. 399-423.; Holmes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 64.] 

Visit to shrine of Ammon:
332BC- Whilst pursuing his desire to conquer the Persian Empire Alexander travelled to Siwah and whilst there visited the oracle of Ammon. Through consulting said oracle Alexander confirmed himself to be of divine heritage and Pharaoh of Egypt. After this visit he founded Alexandria and continued his campaign.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Arrian, 3.3-4.; Plutarch 26-27.; Holmes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 5.; Hornblower., Spawforth., Eidinow. 2014. 64.] 

Battle of Gaugamela:
331BC- Darius III with a force of forty thousand cavalry and one million infantry and fifteen war elephants (according to Arrian although other ancient sources disagree) took on Alexander’s much smaller seven thousand cavalry and forty thousand infantries. By all accounts the significant numbers advantage should have meant an easy win for Darius, but it was Alexander who emerged victorious. Holding Darius’ attention at one side of the battle field whilst manoeuvring around the other Alexander was able to breach the centre and break through Darius lines of soldiers.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Arrian, 3.14.; Diodorus Siculus, 17.55.; Tucker. 2011. 43-48.] 

Sack of Persepolis:
330BC- The Persian capital of the Achaemenid Empire was sacked by Alexander and his men. The royal palace was totally and completely plundered and then finally burned down.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Diodorus Siculus, 17.70-72.; Plutarch 38.; Borza. 1972. 233-245.] 

Battle with Porous:
326BC- Also known as the Battle of Hydaspes. Alexanders now had control of Persia and wished to turn his attention to spreading this control further east into India. To do so he clashed with King Porous. With experience gained fighting the Persian forces Alexander was able to ignore the Indian war elephants and overpower Porous. But impressed with the King’s willingness to die in battle Alexander allowed him to keep all his land and, as requested, treat Porous like a king.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Arrian, 5.19.; Holmes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 60.] 

Mutiny at Opis:
324BC- A revolt among Alexanders soldiers because of his demobilization announcement. In response Alexander gives members of the Persian armies control or commanding the entire army. This stops the revolt and forces the Macedonian army to ask to be hired once again. Alexander does so and then immediately went ahead with his previous intention of demobilization. The consequence of the mutiny and Alexanders response was that he was now seen by the Macedonians as becoming an Eastern ruler. [footnoteRef:12] [12:  Arrian, 7.11; Gargarin. 2010. 5.] 

Death of Alexander:
323BC- Alexander marches to Babylon with the intention of staying within the city but upon reaching its gates is warned by the Chaldaean priests that to do so will result in his death. Fearing this warning he camps instead outside and begins planning his next campaign which is to be against Arabia. After many banquets and parties Alexander falls ill. It is possible that the drinking could be responsible or potentially even poison but by the next day Alexander had died.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Plutarch, 76.; Diodorus Siculus, 17.117-118.; Bosworth. 1971. 112-136.] 

Babylonian Settlement:
323BC- The death of Alexander meant a new king. Alexander did not make it clear who the new kind would be saying only that he left his kingdom to the strongest. In terms of family Alexander had only his mentally ill brother and an unborn child so the normal procedure of passing the rule to an heir or relative couldn’t take place. A friend of Alexanders, Perdikkas, was put forward as an option due to the signet ring of Alexander being handed over to him but many nobles wouldn’t accept this. The military too wanted to seize power as did the nobles. A compromise was reached where in the unborn child and brother of Alexander were to be joint Kings whilst three prominent Alexandrian commanders were to be regents. But through a plot to purify the army and betrayal Perdikkas becomes sole regent. 
Triparadeisos:
323BC- The previous satrapies were now redistributed to new Satraps. Ptolemy to Egypt, Antigonos to keep Phrygia, Krateros to Macedon, Perdikkas in Babylon. Many of the Satraps were unsatisfied and two plotted against Perdikkas killing him in order to gain the Babylonian Satrapy, Seleucus and Antigenes (Satrap of Susiana at the time).
Lamian War:
322BC- Antipater lead the Macedonians against a new Greek uprising by Aetolia and Athens likely taking the unstable nature of the Macedonians as an opportunity to free themselves of their control. Assistance from Krateros lead to Greek defeat.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Diodorus Siculus, 18.; Gargarin. 2010.] 

Perdiccas' invasion of Egypt:
321BC- The body of Alexander was taken around his empire and once it had reached Egypt Ptolemy convinced those with it that Egypt was where Alexander had wanted to be buried. But the body still afforded the one in possession of it with power and Perdikkas saw this as a threat to his control. He attempted to invade Egypt but was unsuccessful and as a result was killed by his own officers.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Lendering, Livius.] 

Death of Eumenes:
315BC- As the ally of Perdikas Eumenes lead the fight against Ptolemy. With Perdikkas now defeated and killed Eumenes was now left to fight off Antigonus who was now named the leader of Macedonian forces. He is unsuccessful in fighting against Antigonus who then has Eumenes executed.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Plutarch, 16.; Diodorus Siculus. 18.; Hornblower., Spawforth., Eidinow. 2012. 258.] 

Death of Antipater:
319BC- After the death of Perdikkas Antipater became regent and returned to Europe. Upon his own death he causes a great civil disturbance when he chose Polyperchon as his successor over his son Cassander. This lead Cassander to seek the aid of both Ptolemy and Antigonos in order to take back what he believed to be rightfully his. In predicting this response Polyperchon has already prepared allies of his own in the form of Greek cities.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Diodorus Siculus, 18.65; Hornblower., Spawforth. 2003. 5.] 

Death of Rhoxane and Alexander IV:
310BC- After the settlement of Babylon it was agreed that Alexander IV would become joint King with his uncle once born. Whilst with Alexander the Greats mother in Macedon the two remained safely out of the conflict caused by Satraps. However, after the death of Olymipias both Rhoxane and her son became vulnerable and as an heir to the empire Alexander IV became a target. Both were eventually murdered after being captured by Cassader.[footnoteRef:18] [18:  Lendering. Livius.; Hornblower., Spawforth., Eidinow. 2012. 30] 

Battle of Gaza:
312BC- Demetrius fought against Seleucus who had the backing and assistance of Ptolemy. As he was outflanked Demetrius surrendered and the battle was won by the allied duo. This then allowed Seleucus to take Babylon.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Diodorus Siculus, 19.90; Homes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 5.] 

Antigonus and Demetrius declared kings:
307BC- After the liberation of Athens from Ptolemy Demetrius and his son Antigonus were declared joint kings and welcomed into Greece.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Demochares, 21.253.; Hornblower., Spawforth. 2003.] 

Battle of Ipsus:
301BC- To the already existing alliance between Seleucus and Ptolemy a third ally is added to fight the forces of Demetrius, Lysimachus. The battle is also known as the Battle of the Kings due to all those involved being Kings or in line to become Kings. During the battle Seleucus made use of his war elephants to keep Demetrius and Antigonus apart and unable to support or assist one another. This tactic left both parties vulnerable. Demetrius managed to escape and in doing so kept control of the navy and Greece but left the empire to be divided once more between his opposition.[footnoteRef:21] [21:  Plutarch 29.; Gagarin. 2010. 64.] 

Galatian Invasion:
280BC- Galatian armies turned their attention to Greece and Asia Minor invading in a brutal and wicked manner as described by Pausanias. Several battles took place during this invasion as the Galatian’s progressed (such as the second Battle of Thermopylae). The Galatian’s referred to within sources were the Celts of Gaul and Asia Minor. When attempting to invade Delphi the Celts were pushed back and stopped by a snow-storm which the Greeks believed to have been divine intervention and protection. This along with the notion of true, pure Greekness helped with the formation of the Hellenistic world.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  Pausanias, 10.22., 1.4.4.; Erskine. 2009. 280-290.] 

Second Syrian War:
260-252BC- Egyptian control threatened the power of Syrian and Macedonian rulers. By joining together, the current kings, Antiochus II and Antigonus II Gonatas used their combined force to attack Ptolemy II. During this war several battles took place, but we have limited information about many. The Battle of Cos in 261BC shows the defeat of naval power by Antigonus.[footnoteRef:23] [23:  Plutarch, 183.; Diogenes Laertius, 4.6.28.; Hornblower., Spawforth., 2005. 51. ] 

Bactrian Independence:
245BC- With continuous confrontation keeping Egypt, Macedon and Asia Minor distracted it was possible for Bactria’s Satrap, Diodotus, to regain independence and begin an empire of his own which became known as the Greco-Bactrian Kingdom.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  Strabo, 11.11.1.; Justin, 41.4.; Holt. 1999. 19-23.] 

Parthian Independence:
245BC- In a similar move to that of Bacteria the Parthian Satrap Andragoras declared Parthian Independence.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  Justin, 41.4-6., Rawlingson. 2007. 119.] 

End of Parthian Empire:
224BC- Independence lead to Parthian expansion which in tern lead to conflict with other growing Empires around them. A war with Syria started by King Phraates was just the beginning. Rome would also fight against the Parthian campaign. Ultimately though the end of the Parthian Empire was brought about by the King of Persis, Arashir, who revolted against them and then founded his own empire known as the Sasanian’s.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  Morby., Rozier. 2014. 19. Rawlingson. 2007. ] 

Accession of Ptolemy II:
282BC- After ruling alongside his father for a few years Ptolemy II Philadelphus becomes the sole ruler and Pharaoh. During his rule he expanded the Ptolemaic empire and fought during two Syrian wars. To ensure allied support from Lysimachos he married Arsinoe I.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  Polybius, 2.41., Hornblower., Spawforth., Eidinow. 2014. 61.] 

Third Syrian War:
246-241BC- Know too as the Laodicean War was a civil war fought over the now common problem of succession. After the death of Antiochus II, it was unclear who would take over the rule of the Empire as a result Ptolemy III began the third Styrian War in support of Berenice (the daughter of Ptolemy II and mother of Antiochus’ child). The war aimed to force Selecus II out of power or into an allied agreement.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  Garagin 2010. 115.] 

Second Illyrian War:
219BC- After the first instance of Roman intervention ten years earlier a second war broke out. Demetrius, now the ruler of Ardiaei, began the war through alliance with powerful Illyrian cities and rulers. He also took control of a number of Roman cities which provoked a reaction. The Roman saw these actions as Demetrius breaking the treaty and as such war broke out. Rome triumphed.[footnoteRef:29] [29:  Polybius, 3.16, 4.16-19.; Richard. 2008.] 

Battle of Pydna:
168BC- Roman leader Aemilius Paulus defeated King Perseus during this unplanned battle.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Plutarch, 16.4.; Holmes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 105.] 

Battle of Cynocephalae:
197BC- Fought by Philip V of Macedon and Flamininus of Rome. After continuous campaigning by Philip throughout Rome’s client cities a battle was bound to happen. The Romans sent out their armies under the leadership of Titus Quinctius Flamininus in order to stop Philip. The battle ended with a Macedonian retreat which was later pursued further by the Romans.[footnoteRef:31] [31:  Polybius, 18.24.] 

Flamininus' declaration at the Isthmian Games:
196BC- Whilst at the Isthmian Games the Roman general, previously mentioned as leader during the battle of Cynocephalae, took the opportunity to praise the liberation of Greece. He stated that, “The Roman Senate (…) having defeated King Philip (…) release as free (…) subject to no tribute” the Greek cities ‘liberated’ by the Romans.[footnoteRef:32] [32:  Polybius, 18.44-46.; Plutarch, Life of Titus Flamininus.; Walsh. 1996. 344-363.] 

Treaty of Apameia:
188BC- A treaty agreed by the Roman’s and Antiochus III after the defeat of Antiochus at Thermopylae, Magnesia and navy victories. In said treaty it was determined that Antiochus was to leave Europe and return to the East of Asia Minor, relinquish his war elephants and a number of warships, hand over hostages to be kept in Rome and to pay the Romans for their war efforts.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Polybius, 21.42.; Appian, 37-40.; Mc’Donald. 1967. 1-8.] 

Sack of Corinth:
146BC- As an ally of the Achaean League Corinth was an enemy of Rome and as such a battle between the two broke out. Mummius lead the Roman infantry and cavalry whilst Diaeus defended Corinth. Despite a successful night time attack initially the strategy and numbers of the Romans was too great an enemy to fight and as such Diaeus pulled back in surrender. The whole of Corinth was sacked and plundered as a result and Rome now had an advantage over Greece.[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Cassio Dio, 21.9.26.; Garlan. 1975. 134-163.] 

Antiochus IV's second invasion of Egypt:
168BC- This second attack of Egypt aimed to see Antiochus IV gaining control of Alexandria and Cyprus, but Rome would not allow this and sent the message that should the invasion go ahead Antiochus would be at war with Rome. Weighing his options Antiochus decided to retreat and leave Egypt shortly thereafter.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Polybius, 29.27.4.; Livy, 45.12.4ff.; Hornblower., Spawforth. 2003. 5.] 

Maccabean Revolt:
167-160BC- After the attacking of Jerusalem by Antiochus IV in 169BC many sacred Jewish temples and customs were destroyed or forbidden. When a number of Jewish priests then refused to worship the Greek gods, they went into hiding until 166BC when Judah Maccabee lead a revolt. Using guerrilla warfare, the Jewish army was able to reclaim Jerusalem and the temples there.[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Livingstone. 2013.  31.; Bickerman. 2007. 1025-1042.] 

Death of Mithradates:
63BC- Mithradates fought war with Rome from 89-85BC in the First Mithradatic War, against Sulla in 87BC, during the Second Mithradatic War in 75BC and began the Third Mithradatic War in 73BC. His death came by the hands of his son, Pharnaces, when he leads a revolt against him.[footnoteRef:37] [37:  Livy, 102.; Pausanias, 3.23.; Cassius Dio, 37.12.1; Hornblower., Spawforth. 2003. 36. ] 

Battle of Actium:
31BC- A battle fought at sea during the Second Triumvirate War between Octavian, soon to be Augustus, and Mark Antony. Caught in the Gulf of Actium Mark Antony had to battle his way free but was unsuccessful. This final battle cost Antony his fleet and his army and left him powerless against Octavian securing the power of Octavian.[footnoteRef:38] [38:  Livy, 133. 28-30.; Lacus Curtius, 1.1.; Suetonius, Life of Augustus.; Holmes., Singleton., Jones. 2001. 2.] 
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