
MA Cultural Astronomy and Astrology

Research Proposal for Taught Modules
You must use this form for a proposal in any optional module in which you are allowed to propose your own research as the basis for an essay, or choose your own title, rather than writing one of the set essay titles.
The purpose of this form is to clarify your ideas and make sure your proposed research is realistic. You should not proceed with a research project until your proposal has been accepted. You do not have to submit a final project at first attempt. You may submit a rough draft initially, for comment, but please make this clear if you do so.

You will receive guidance from your module tutor, so please ask!

Please cite sources – you may use footnotes. It’s important to see that there is scholarly material and, especially if the research is library-based, good primary sources. You must give the full details for publications exactly as you would do in a bibliography.
If your research involves interviews or questionnaires, or human subjects in any way, you need to complete the necessary ethics form. 

Where word lengths are given, these are a guide. You may write less, but we will ask you to expand it if it is not clear.

Name:


Title of Research:  

Please phrase this as a question.
Research Question:
What problem are you addressing? What area would you like to cover? Please include references.
(About 100 words)
Scholarly background;
What is the scholarly background to your research? What have previous scholars in the area said? The MA CAA is exploring new areas, so you may have to bring in scholars which have commented on closely related areas.
(About 100 words)

Methodology:
Outline your research methodology:  
Academic Literature Review:
1.What are the main scholarly (i.e. secondary) works which would underpin your research question? You need at least five books or academic articles (these can be works you have cited above).
2. What are the important primary sources (Your field work subject and the type of data you will collect.)
Time Schedule (for Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology fieldwork)
An outline of a likely timetable to completion. 
Date submitted ____________________
Please email  this completed document to Dr Bernadette Brady b.brady@uwtsd.ac.uk
Module: Skyscapes, Cosmology and Archaeology (HPCA7009)
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