Analysis of Results 
 
4.1 Introduction 
This chapter will highlight the key findings from the online questionnaire distributed and completed by professional that work with dogs, to gauge their thoughts on the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (DDA) and its effectiveness.  The questionnaire was disseminated to professionals working with dogs, whose characteristics and skill acquisition were appropriate to give authentic and reliable results. A total of 25 participants completed the questionnaire over a 7-day period. The questionnaire consisted of various questioning styles both qualitative and quantitative which were utilised to obtain a range of responses, which transferred into quantitative data.
The questionnaire link was sent via an internal email system. All read reception functions were disabled, thus ensuring that confidentiality was kept for participants to preserve their anonymity. Data displayed below will included the questions asked within the survey and the responses in lateral bar chart form and written answers. 
4.2 Participants 
Question 1) How long have worked with dogs?
Question 1 was paramount to ascertain the length of time/service the person had worked with dogs. Choosing this as the first question was important to quickly identify the experience level of the responder.  Thirty two percent  (n=8) stated they worked with dogs between zero to three years, twenty four percent (n=6) worked with dogs between four to six years, sixteen percent (n=4) worked with dogs between seven and nine years, twenty four percent (n=6) worked with dogs for ten plus years and finally in the remaining category labelled other, four percent (n=1) stated they worked for 23 years.  The participant demographic (figure 1) is important as it demonstrates that the respondents have experience in dog handling, some respondents being in control of dogs for more than two decades.  It is highlighted by the CPS (2019) that anyone working with dogs is liable and can be found guilty of a summary offence if a dog under their control at any given time behaves dangerously, this is found in section 3 Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (DDA). Therefore, all respondents can provide responses based on learnt experiences with both canines and owners. 
 Figure 1
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Question 2) Are you aware of the Dangerous Dogs Act (DDA) 1991? 
This sought to gain an understanding of how aware people are of the DDA. Unsurprisingly one hundred percent of respondents were familiar with the DDA with forty eight percent (n=12) reporting to know a lot about it, fifty two percent (n=13) reporting they are aware of it, and zero percent (n=0) reporting to know nothing about it. 
Figure 2
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Question 3) Would you be able to identify the five-band breed of dogs listed withing the Dangerous Dogs Act (DDA) 1991?  
Question 3 aims to identify the participants familiarity level with the DDA and whether they feel confident enough in utilising the Breed-specific legislation (section 2). Forty four percent (n=11) stated they were able to identify all five band breeds, fifty two percent (n=13) stated yes some, as opposed to four percent (n1) stating they knew none. Figure 3 shows that 52 per cent of participants claim to know some of the banned breeds stated in the DDA, the findings of the BVA and BSAVA (2021) were similar as questions of validity are apparent when determining breed identity based on appearance. In fact, the UK Kennel Club does not have a breed standard to assess a Pit Bull Terrier against, instead they are assessed based on appearance against the American Dog Breeders Association standard of confirmation, this can lead to the misidentification of a dog. Therefore, this shows it is unsurprising that over half of the participants were not confident at identifying all the banned breeds. 
Figure 3 
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4.3 Participants response 
Question 4) Do you think a dogs appearance helps to determine its level of aggression?
Eight percent of people (n=2) stated yes, eighty four percent of persons (n=21) stated no, and eight percent (n=2) chose other and stated:
“Depends on the characteristics in question - some are bred to enhance danger posed when the dog is aggressive”.
While another wrote: 
“Appearance in respect to its body language-yes”.

The response from this question strongly suggests that participants do not feel that dog aggression can be determined purely from appearance. This finding is like that of Herron, Schofer and Resiner (2009), who claim that all dogs regardless of their breed or size have the ability to show aggression and that multiple factors such as dog socialisation, rearing and training contribute to the development of canine aggression and biting incidences. 

Figure 4 
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Question 5) Have you ever felt scared, threatened, or intimated by a dog?

The results from question five show sixteen percent of people (n=4) stated no, and an overwhelming majority at eighty four percent of people (n=21) stated yes and elaborated further by adding which breeds caused the above. Dogs that were listed within the responses were XL Bully, Pitbull Terrier, German Shephard, and Doberman. Only nine of the seventeen breeds mentioned are banned breeds. 

Figure 5 
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Question 6) Do you feel that dogs only listed on the banned breeds list can be dangerous? 
Question six identified a staggering 79 per cent (n=19) of participants stating any dog can present as dangerous regardless of breed. With 21 per cent (n=5) stating no, and 0 per cent stating yes. This would suggest participants feel factors other than breed type and size plays a fundamental role in the creation of a dangerous dog. Similar research has shown that breed-specific legislation within the DDA does not represent an evidence-based approach to dog control, making it less effective at delivering its aims (BVA, 2021).  

Figure 6
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Question 7) Who do you think should be held more accountable for dangerous dog attacks?
Question seven sought to explore who participants felt was most accountable for dangerous dog attacks, to ascertain the dominating factor in the creation of a dangerous dog. Unsurprisingly 75 per cent (n=19) of responses claim the owner is most accountable, four per cent (n=1) claimed the dog as most accountable, a further four per cent stated the breeder and sixteen percent (n=4) chose other and were required to specify. With one participant saying: 
“I do believe the dogs identified on the band list pose a greater possibility to be dangerous. It is possible for all dogs to be dangerous depending on upbringing. However, the dogs on the band list can be brought up in the most nurtured way but will always have that 'spark' to become dangerous. A combination of the owner and the breed”.
Others added a combination of the options. 




Figure 7
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Questions 8 and 9 were generated to qualitative answers. This approach enabled the participant to expand on their individual experiences based on their interpretation of subjective information (Fossey et al., 2002). Participants were given the opportunity to provide responses in their own words. 
The following was received in response to alternative ideas to breed-specific legislation in the DDA: 
“License permit for dog owners managed by council, ban breeding unless through certified breeders”.
Another answer expressed the need for greater education:
“Education and regulation on ownership of dogs / pets in general”.
The answers obtained from question nine suggests the potential causes of the rise in dog attacks, largely with participants suggesting dog breeds are being bought as weapons or as status dogs, and irresponsible ownership due to a lack of knowledge on reputable breeders and dog handling. The answers also suggest that there are now more dog owners.
“More people owning dogs and particularly more dangerous and aggressive dogs. This results in more owners being less knowledgeable and/or capable of taking care of the dogs and providing suitable/adequate training etc.”
And 
“Dogs seen as tool/weapon by some. Also, they have become more sought after by people with less money/less space leading to poor upbringing/training of the dog”.
Question 10) Do you think it should be mandatory for all dog owners to undertake dog behaviour and safety training? 
This question is subjective allowing the respondent to share their opinion on whether a consistent approach to dog behaviour by all dog owners would be effective. Sixty per cent (n=15) stated yes, twenty per cent (n=5) stated no, and 20 per cent (n=5) stated other and provided specific responses such as:
“This would be useful, but this would no doubt incur a cost and not all dog owners are irresponsible just the minority”. 
This corresponds with question nine since respondents recognise that dog ownership can be potentially the root cause of dog aggression due to the lack of knowledge and/or adequate training undertaken by the minority of owners. This response would indicate education has a fundamental part to play in the handling of dogs. 
The main themes identified are that the DDA 1991 has many flaws, in particular the use of the Breed-Specific Legislation, with most participants feeling that the responsibility and accountability of dog attacks primarily lies with the owner. There seems to be no quick fix to the problems associated with dangerous dogs, yet respondents suggest alternative solutions. 
During the next chapter, a conclusion of the findings will be explored with the aim of establishing an answer to the question “How effective is the Dangerous Dogs Act (1991)? Is it fit for purpose?” 

Figure 10 
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