The significance of the role the police play within the Welsh and English justice system

[bookmark: _Int_VAsWSlez][bookmark: _Int_sOb7m3E3]The police and criminal evidence act 1984 is a code of practice that relegates police powers and protects public rights as stated by the home office in 2013. This allows the public to feel safe under the protection of the police force. the police and criminal evidence act allow officers to carry out arrests, stop and search, detention and much more through a code of practice called PACE is what allows officers to carry out stop and searches and detain suspects without this code officers would not be able to make arrests or carry out their job. Stated by the college of policing a stop and search is the action where a police officer is able to detain a person who is not under arrest in order to search for an unlawful item either on a person or within a vehicle which falls under section 32 of the police and criminal evidence act 1984. This power is what makes the police forces within England and Wales so important to the justice system as it allows them to search those who they may find suspicious to identify whether or not they are a threat to the people around them efficiently fulfilling their roles as protectors to the citizens by potentially arresting the suspect provided they have legal reason to do so. Between June 2023 and November 2023 there were 1,247 stop and searches which led to 20.45% of those searches having further action taken where the 79.55% had no further taken mean that 255 potential crimes were prevented, and arrests were made. Arrest as described by the oxford dictionary is where an officer of the law detains a suspect with reasonable suspicion that they have committed a crime and take them into custody, arresting citizens under suspicion of committing a crime is an important role of a police officer as it is how those guilty are punished, without the police being able to arrest those who are guilty or suspected of carrying out a criminal act the justice system would not be able to determine a person's innocence or punish those for committing a crime, following section 24A of the police and criminal evidence act 1984. When in custody the police must treat the suspect without breaching the human rights act 1998 and must be read their Maranda rights upon arrest, allowing the suspect to understand what it is that they are entitled to and showing that they are treated humanely. The polices role is to ensure that during an arrest a suspect's human rights are upheld and not impeded, preventing a case from being thrown out in court due to the suspect's rights being breached. A wrongful arrest could lead to the police force or police officer being sued or a suspension/termination for the police officer who has committed the wrongful arrest. Police must abide by the human rights act stated by the human rights act 1998 section 6(1) stating it is unlawful for any public service provider to intervene with a person's basic rights mean that the police force despite playing a large part within the justice system have their limits on what it is they can do and what they can control, as they must follow within these guide lines to ensure all suspects are treated fairly and with respect acting within the ECHR (European convention of human rights). Human rights also interfere with stop and search affecting article 5 a person's right to liberty and security and article 8 a person's right to respect for family and private life which means officers do not use the power of stop and search correctly then they could be held accountable for breach of domestic law holding the UK accountable for its breach against ECHR meaning stopping a person due to racial profiling or for discriminatory reasons could lead to them being set free whether they had any illegal items on them or not. Police officers are also able to give witness statements within court as stated by the CPS (crown prosecution service) meaning that officers are able to give evidence within the court that may affect the outcome of the trial, police officers are called up to present evidence by the judge or magistrate. An example of a police officer in court providing evidence for a case would be O’Brien R v Chief constable south Wales police. To conclude the police, have many significant roles within the English and Welsh justice system, with their powers to stop and search anyone who may be deemed suspicious under section 60 of the criminal justice and public order act 1994 which allows them to potentially prevent crime and detain a person without a warrant from the courts. As well as their ability to arrest suspects, providing there are reasonable grounds for arrest and the suspects' human rights are not being violated then the police are able to detain and arrest those who provide a reasonable reason for their arrest. Police officers are also able to be witnesses in court for or against those who they may have arrested and provide evidence to allow they jury to come to their conclusion and either find the offender guilty or non-guilty through the actions and evidence provided by the arresting police officer. However, police officers are only able to arrest and provide evidence for the courts they are not able to act as judges or barristers, but they can be on a jury stated in the criminal justice act of 2003. Police powers are also restricted due to the Human rights act 1998 which means whilst arresting someone the police must inform the detainee of their rights and provide any assistance they may require such as medical assistance if they are injured, showing that the police have a significant role in the justice system but are limited to what they can do as well as the restrictions they face due to the ECHR which if violated could jeopardies their position within the police for and affect the result of the suspects trial.
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