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[bookmark: _Toc161854158]Introduction
Learning in this module has been an enriching experience and has helped me to improve my academic skills. A reflective report will showcase how my learning has evolved throughout this module and will also help me understand my future course of action. The reflective report will use Gibbs's reflective cycle to showcase my improvement in research skills, academic writing skills, and summarising skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc161854159]Reflective learning 
[bookmark: _Toc161854160]Research skills
Gibbs’s reflective cycle (GRC) has been a very useful tool in analysing the development of an individual (Sundgren et al, 2021). The cycle showcases different steps in the process which can be used in understanding the development of my research skills. The various steps in GRC can be stated with the help of the following picture:
[image: A circular diagram showing the 6 stages of Gibbs' Reflective cycle]
Source: The University of Edinburgh, 2024
Description: The module has given me the opportunity to prepare articles as well as be involved in assignments related to business skills. During my work in these assignments – which involved working in groups as well as individually I had to use various models and theories related to the subject. Though these models and theories were taught in class, our instructor always encouraged to understand them from various perspectives. This allowed me to analyse these models and theories from the viewpoint of various scholars. I learned the technique of finding information from scholarly sources and using them in my research work. The group assignments helped me a lot in this case as my friends helped me to learn important aspects like analysing the works of scholars and using them in the assignment (Pieper et al, 2021).
Feelings: I was quite apprehensive before the start of group assignments and I was not very confident of how I would behave in a group situation. There were problems to start with and I was involved in arguments because of the differences in our thinking in researching about a particular subject. This further added to my apprehensions. However, as time went on we gelled together and I understood important aspects of research writing with the help of my friends in the group. As time went on, I was more confident in working with others and communicating. 
Evaluation: The module enriched my research skills and I particularly liked the group assignments that allowed me to learn from others. I learned about using the research of other scholars in my writing and also learned different perspectives related to a particular theory or model. However, I did not like the initial part of the group-building exercises where I was not given the chance to connect with my preferred partners in the class (Krivosheyeva, Zuparova, and Shodiyeva, 2020). 
Analysis: The module definitely improved my research skills with the help of the assignments that have been stated above. On careful analysis, it can be said that the assignments encouraged the development of an inquiry-based learning perspective which helped me to be creative. This also helped me to understand theories and models from different angles as well (Rodriguez et al, 2019). The module also allowed me to understand new aspects of business skills as well with the help of research. 
Conclusion: Overall, it can be said that the module allowed me to improve my research skills and helped me to understand how to use this skill to my advantage. This skill has definitely improved my ability to understand any given subject by analysing the work of the learned scholars and theorists.
Action plan: The improvement in my research skills has definitely helped me in developing my academic skills. However, it would have been more beneficial if more group assignments were provided to us. This would have helped me to be more involved in group-building and development exercises. I would also have given more importance to individual assignments. However, the improvement of my research skills can also be helpful in my career as well where any given topic can be made easier with this skill.
[bookmark: _Toc161854161]Academic writing skills
Academic writing is different from informal writing which is used by us in our daily life. The present module has helped to improve my academic writing skills as well. My instructors played a vital role in this context. 
Description: There were assignments as well as project work in the module that required me to write about a given topic or subject. My work was evaluated by the instructors and they provided feedback related to my writing which allowed me to improve this skill. It has been seen that proper feedback can be useful if they are worked on (Schillings et al, 2023). Our teachers also gave us input in classes to improve our writing. I also had the opportunity to communicate with my teacher on a one-to-one basis whereby I was told about my shortcomings related to my academic writing. I understood that I had to use formal language and proper use of syntax while writing in an academic tone. I also understood that the proper use of theories and models can improve my writing (Mdodana-Zide, and Mukuna, 2023). 
Feelings: I have been overwhelmed by my improvement in academic writing skills in this module. Before the start of the module, I was not an expert in academic writing but with the help of proper feedback and communication from the teachers, my writing skills improved. I have become more confident in my writing after the completion of the module. 
Evaluation: The module has been designed in such a way that the students are given enough opportunities to write assignments and projects. There is also a good system of feedback and communication which have been helpful for students like me. 
Analysis: The assignments and the projects in the module have encouraged me to follow a proper framework while writing. The assignments have also encouraged me to be involved in collaborative academic writing where my friends helped me to hone my skills in this case (Shayakhmetova et al, 2020). 
Conclusion: The module has been enriching as it has been designed to improve the writing skills of the students. The feedback and communication system have been well planned and have been followed frequently. This has allowed students like me to be in sync with the needs of the module. 
Action plan: I have liked the process of feedback and communication with teachers and would like to be involved in such activities more often. This would allow me to understand my weaknesses and also improve my strengths. 
[bookmark: _Toc161854162]Summarising skills
Summarising is an integral part of academic writing and allows the students to use research made by various scholars to be put to good use. I have honed my skills in this regard and this has allowed me to complete my assignments in the module in quick time. My skills in this case have improved to a certain extent after the completion of the module. 
Description: As has been stated earlier, there were various assignments and projects in the module. I, as a student, was required to complete the assignments and projects in due time with the use of proper research and academic writing. Summarising allowed me to make proper use of the research so that the findings of the same can be used in the topic earmarked for me. I was provided proper feedback and instructions by my teachers to understand the summarising of various articles and research works. During the group assignments too, my friends helped me to improve my skills in this context. They provided me with hands-on experience in summarising the research works of various writers and putting them to good use (Ivanova, 2020). 
Feelings: I have been highly excited after the completion of the module as it allowed me to improve my summarising skills. Before the start of the module, I found it difficult to summarise but I learned a lot during the course to understand the areas that are to be taken into account to summarise. 
Evaluation: The module has given me enough opportunities to be involved in writing assignments and projects. This has allowed me to hone my skills in the context of summarising different research works and projects. 
Analysis: On careful analysis, it can be gauged that our teachers have always encouraged us to read more and use them in our writing. Invariably, this has helped me to improve my skills of summarising because, in the absence of this skill, I would not have been able to finish the module in due time. 
Conclusion: The module has been designed in a structured way whereby enough opportunities have been given to students to hone their skills in summarising. 
Action plan: However, I would have liked my teachers to communicate with me more often to make me understand the important aspects of summarising. The assignments and projects have been designed well and have given a proper framework for improving summarising skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc161854163]Conclusion
The module has helped me to improve my academic skills to a certain extent. This has given me the confidence to use these skills in the future and improve my potential in the business environment. The development of skills related to research, academic writing, and summarising has been possible because of the proper designing of the module and also the involvement of teachers and instructors. Proper communication in the classroom and during assignments and projects has been a boon in this context. 
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