Seminar notes
2003506
Slide 1- Picture of the Albemarle report, Slide is titled The Albemarle report 1960 by Dean Boswarthack.
Slide 2- Introduction, Good afternoon everyone thank you all for coming to my seminar presentation. My name is Dean Boswarthack and today I am going to discuss the Albemarle report as I feel that it was the key historical milestone in the development of youth work in my chosen decade the 1960's.  I will try to illustrate how this report impacted upon young people's lives communities as well as youth work practice. ​
​
We have been told time and time again that the Youth Service is “dying on its feet” or “out on a limb “… No Service can do its best work in such an atmosphere (Minister of education, 1960 as cited in Smith and Doyle, 2002).

Slide 3- Why did the minister of education form the committee?​ "The youth service is at present in a state of acute depression" (2021). Well for some years before the report was created there had been Various campaigns in the media around what was perceived as an emerging youth problem. A significant growth in so called teen and adolescent delinquency as well as the emergence of a more obvious teenage culture. Also, national service coming to an end and there was an increase in the amount of young people due to the post second world war baby boom (Smith and Doyle 2002).​These prompted the minister of education to form a committee chaired by the countess of Albemarle.
Slide 4- What was the aim of forming this committee? The main aim of the committee was as stated by Rose (1997) to offer young people a constructive alternative,' consisting primarily of 'association, training and challenge.' Rose (1997) goes on to say that the committee saw the problem as one of social control and it was perceived as urgent and the report was completed within twelve months without much research (Rose 1997).
Slide 5- What were the findings of the report? The report offered forty-four recommendations to the minister of education but highlighted just three which included:​ An increase in the number of professional leaders as well as an increase in training for them.​A negotiating committee for salaries and conditions of service in order to make the youth service more attractive.​A development program for the youth service.​A youth service development council to provide the minister of education with the best advice.​A building and funding program to help make improvements in every sector of the youth service field.​(Smith and Doyle 2002).
Slide 6- But did the report have much impact on the youth service? This has been a topic of debate for some years with some seeing the report as forming the new modern day youth service. It is commonly viewed as being a watershed in the history of youth work and is also associated with the expansion and professionalization of youth work in the 1960's and 1970's (Smith and Doyle, 2002). According to Rose (1997) the following changes were made directly as a result of the report:​ A building program of purpose-built centres​Full time workers​The national college for the training of youth leaders was set up in Leicester ​Setting up of the youth service development council​ (Rose, 1997).
Slide 7- To sum up, I found this seminar quite challenging to create since there is very limited information on the history of youth work on the wide web. What I did learn about the Albemarle report is that it is an important historical milestone in the development of youth work. I feel that it helped to shape the youth service into what it is today by professionalising youth workers who were previously working out of kindness and charity. I also feel that it helped to access critical funding for the development of youth centres where £28 million was spent in the ten years preceding the report. There were also 160 youth sports projects funded in the same period totalling £2.4 million (2021). Critical training for people working in the field was implemented across the UK in several Universities and colleges. It also bought to light the poor state of the youth service and called for urgent changes needed for the ever-changing youth culture which was going through a rapid growth spurt. The impact on young people, their lives, communities and the youth service I feel would have been quite slow and very stuttering due to continued budget cuts and changes in society but the above mentioned would have had a positive impact in the coming years.​Thank you all for your time and attention. I hope I have helped to shed some light on the Albemarle report and the youth service in the 1960's.
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