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1. [bookmark: _Toc89698447]Introduction 
   The Virtual Learning Environment is a software that was developed with the sole purpose of ensuring that learning and teaching took place with the use of tools and activities in higher institutions of learning. The benefit of using Virtual Leaning Environment as a way of learning was to ensure that the students were able to carry out their learning and education activities from any location at their allocated time. Studies have been carried out to check on the importance and the benefits of using Virtual Learning Environment as a tool to effect learning. The results have pointed out that they have the ability to ensure that students are able to gain Environment through independent learning. It has also ensured that those using this tool of learning gain motivation as they work towards ensuring that they clear their educational lives. This report has been generated from the Environments that students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
   It culminates various sections. The next section is an overview of literature that has been produced regarding Virtual Learning Environment. Afterwards, the research methodology that has been used by the researcher to get the data used in the analysis has been reported. Next is the report on the data collected, its analysis and the discussion on the same. The last part of the research entails the conclusion and the recommendations for improving the learning Environment of the universities students that have been collected from the shortcomings of the report. 
2. [bookmark: _Toc89698448]Research Background 
   Virtual Learning Environment was introduced to the education industry of the UK with the aim of ensuring that students found a platform through which they would interact with their tutors as they carried out their online courses. However, as the system software gained popularity, it was incorporated in most of the learning institutions to ensure that they were able to carry out more learning activities as it was found that the system played a crucial role in enhancing their motivation towards attaining success. This research was carried out with an aim of finding out the impact of the VLE and specifically the Moodle on the students’ learning environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus (UWSTD Team and UWTSD, 2021). 
3. [bookmark: _Toc89698449]Research Aim 
   The aim of the research was to ascertain whether the Virtual Learning Environment-Moodle, has an impact on the students’ learning environment at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
4. [bookmark: _Toc89698450]Research objectives 
1. To find out the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the students’ learning at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
2. To analyse the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the independence of students using it at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
3. To analyse the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the motivation of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc89698451]5.Research Questions 
1.  What is the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the students’ learning at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
2. What is the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the independence of students using it at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?
3. What is the impact of the VLE-Moodle on the motivation of students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus?

[bookmark: _Toc89698452]6. Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc89698453]   Advantages of the VLE-Moodle to the students applying it
   One of the ways through which the VLE-Moodle has been beneficial to the students applying it is the fact that is has ensured that they are independent in their stance at gaining an education. This is due to the fact that it has enabled students to have a better reflection on their studies compared to those that do not have access to the student learning software. Tis is the case for students that have access to Integrated Learning Systems and programming technologies among others (Rogers and Delahooke, 2013).
   The use of the VLE-Moodle on the learning and education of students has also enabled them to gain knowledge pertaining to the course that they are pursuing without having to be in the institution. This has been beneficial to students who need to balance between their professional, educational and educational experiences (Rogers and Delahooke, 2013). 
   The students have also been able to expand their knowledge through working collaboratively and being in contact with their counterparts and their teachers through the platform. This has enabled them to ain a better understanding on what they are being taught in their respective courses (Rogers and Delahooke, 2013).  
[bookmark: _Toc89698454]   Negative impacts on the use of VLE-Moodle on students’ learning 
   One of the negative impacts of the use of VLE-Moodle on the students is the fact that it does not give them the ability to have meaningful conversations with others through the platform. As such, most of the students do not have the satisfaction that they get from having to interact at the classroom level with others that are pursuing the same course (Klimkiewicz, 2016). 
   Students have also resulted to finding alternative ways through which they can gain information and learning materials as they do not see it fit to use the VLE-Moodle for comprehensive learning. As such, some of them do not gin the needed expertise that they require to have an all-round experience at learning (Doig and Hogg, 2012).
[bookmark: _Toc89698455]   The impact of VLE-Moodle on the motivation of students 
   Generally, the motivation of students using VLEs was improved. This is due to the fact that they had a platform through which they communicated with other students and got feedback in return. Also, the were more engaged in their studies through the use of VLEs which ensured that they gained more education and knowledge on the same (Juškevičienė and Kurilovas, 2012).
   It also ensued that the students controlled their learning experience which had a positive impact on their studies. As such, they were capable of taking responsibility of what they learnt s they chose what activities to participate in (Naamani, 2012).
   Moreover, it created an environment where the students enjoyed learning as they engaged in a range of activities that ensured they were able to communicate and get an education as well (Naamani, 2012).
7. [bookmark: _Toc89698456]Research Methodology 
   Research needs to be carried out with a precise methodology that has been predefined. This is the research methodology that had been employed to carry out this research.
8. [bookmark: _Toc89698457]Research Philosophy 
   The research philosophy is the determined way through which research is conducted beforehand. It also ensures that there are methods through which the data is collected and analysed using. There are various forms of research philosophy that include positivism, interpretivism, realism and pragmatic philosophies. This study employed the use of the positivism approach as it allowed the research to be conducted through the collection of quantitative data. 
9. [bookmark: _Toc89698458]Research Paradigms 
   This part of the research methodology looks at the ways through which the societal issues can be approach from. This way, the purpose of the research is attained. There are various forms of the research paradigm such as the epistemology, ontology and axiology. The research employed the use of axiology research paradigm as it ensured that the true nature f reality of the topic under discussion was found and analysed. 
10. [bookmark: _Toc89698459]Research approach 
   This is the determination through which research needs to be conducted. They come in various forms such as the deductive approach and the inductive approach. This study employed the use of both, which is the mixed approach that ensured the study was comprehensive enough for its purpose to be attained. 
11. [bookmark: _Toc89698460]Research Design 
   Different designs of research such as qualitative and quantitative need to be employed for the purpose of data collection. They consider the type of research that has to be collected for this purpose. This study employed the use of a quantitative design approach as it ensured that numerical data was collected and sampled. 
12. [bookmark: _Toc89698461]Population and sample 
   Twenty respondents were conveniently sampled from the pool of students that use VLE-Moodle at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus for the study to be conducted. 
13. [bookmark: _Toc89698462]Data gathering and analysis 
   Questionnaires were used to gather the data that was used for this study. For analysis purposes, the MS Excel application was employed as it provided the option to represent the data in numerical form and in the form of graphs and charts for better understanding. 
14. [bookmark: _Toc89698463]Ethical considerations 
   For the purpose of the study, the respondents were issued with forms that suggested that they had voluntarily participated in the study. They were also informed that they were free to leave the study at their own will. Moreover, the researcher ensured that the data used to conduct the study was immediately destroyed after its completion.
15. [bookmark: _Toc89698464]Data Presentation, analysis and discussion 
[bookmark: _Toc89698465]Data presentation 
1. As a student using the VLE-Moodle platform, do you think that it has been advantageous to your studies?

Table 1
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree 
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree 

	1
	2
	2
	7
	8









Graph 1 


When the respondents were asked whether they thought that there were advantages that they accrued from the use of VLE-Moodle, they were positive about it as most of them responded positively. 40% of them strongly agreed, 35% of them agreed, 10% of them were neutral, a further 10% of them disagreed while the rest strongly disagreed.

2. Which of the following impacts do you identify with as a student using VLE-Moodle in your studies?
Table 2
	Impact 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Increased motivation
	18
	90%

	Independent thinking and learning 
	15
	75%

	Increased communication between you and the other students as well as the teachers
	15
	75%

	Reduced understanding on the subject of study 
	10
	50%

	Easier access to learning materials of study
	15
	75%



Graph 2

The students were asked whether they thought that there were impacts they received from the use of the VLE-Moodle. They identified some of the impacts as represented in the above graph.



3. Would you agree that the use of the VLE-Moodle on your studies has improved your motivation to learn?

Table 3

	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree

	1
	2
	2
	8
	7



Graph 3

There was an overwhelming response pointing to the fact that the students had motivational increment as a result of using the VLE-Moodle. Whereas 75% of them either agreed or strongly agreed, 10% of them were neutral while 15% of them either disagreed or strongly disagreed. 

[bookmark: _Toc89698466]


Discussion 
   There are positive impacts that the students of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus accrued as a result of using the VLE-Moodle as a learning tool. These can be seen to be the effects that have been accrued since the inception of the Moodle in the students’ scheme of learning.
   One of the positive impacts that can be seen to be accrued by the students at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus is the fact that they have gained knowledge pertaining to the course that they are pursuing without having to be in the institution. This has been beneficial to students who need to balance between their professional, educational and educational experiences. Also, the students have been able to enjoy their learning as they engage in a range of activities that ensured they were able to communicate and get an education as well. Moreover, it has ensured that they are able to communicate and get their reading materials online. This is aside from the fact that they have been able to increase their learning motivation at the university education level.
16. [bookmark: _Toc89698467]Conclusion and recommendations 
   The VLE-Moodle learning environment for the students has been advantageous for most parts. They have been able to deepen their independence in the field of learning as thy have motivation for the same. They have also been in a position to ensure that they are able to increase their learning experiences and gain other skills that ensure that they are all-round students in their various. As such, it is recommended that they get to improve their learning experiences and use the Moodle as much as they can. 
   As a recommendation, the students should be trained on how to properly navigate their learning experience of the Moodle as it will accentuate their learning experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc89698468]






References 
1. Doig, A. and Hogg, S. (2012). Engaging Blended Learning Students: An evolving approach to engaging students through the VLE. Journal of Learning Development in Higher Education, (4).
2. Juškevičienė, A. and Kurilovas, E. (2012). VLE Moodle personalization using Web 2.0 tools. Lietuvos matematikos rinkinys, 53.
3. Klimkiewicz, K. (2016). Building commitment - using Moodle in developing social skills of students. e-mentor, 2016(2), pp.4-12.
4. Naamani, C. (2012). It is not just about the Technology: A Large Scale Implementation of Moodle as a VLE across Schools in. International Journal for Digital Society, 3(4), pp.714-719.
5. Rogers, D. and Delahooke, T. (2013). PTU-004 The use of a “Moodle” Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) in Gastroenterology Training. Gut, 62(Suppl 1), pp.A42.3-A43.
6. UWSTD Team, U. and UWTSD, W. (2021). UWTSD London | UWTSD London Campus. [online] Uwtsdlondon.ac.uk. Available at: https://www.uwtsdlondon.ac.uk/ [Accessed 6 December 2021].
[bookmark: _Toc89698469]Appendices 
[bookmark: _Toc89698470]Appendix 1: Gantt’s Chart 
	
	January
	February 
	March 

	Week Date 
	WK1
	WK2
	WK3
	WK4
	WK1
	WK2
	WK3
	WK4
	WK1
	WK2
	WK3
	WK4

	Topic of study, formulation of research aim, research objectives, and research questions of the study
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Meeting the supervisor
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Literature reviewing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Research methods
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing proposal
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coming up with a questionnaire 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Gathering data
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing the project
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc89698471]Appendix 2: Questionnaire 
1. As a student using the VLE-Moodle platform, do you think that it has been advantageous to your studies?

Table 1
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree 
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree 

	
	
	
	
	


2. Which of the following impacts do you identify with as a student using VLE-Moodle in your studies?
Table 2
	Impact 
	Frequency 
	Percentage 

	Increased motivation
	
	

	Independent thinking and learning 
	
	

	Increased communication between you and the other students as well as the teachers
	
	

	Reduced understanding on the subject of study 
	
	

	Easier access to learning materials of study
	
	


3. Would you agree that the use of the VLE-Moodle on your studies has improved your motivation to learn?

Table 3

	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Neutral 
	Agree 
	Strongly Agree

	
	
	
	
	




Agreement as to whether the use of VLE-Moodle has had a motivational impact on the student 	
Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral 	Agree	Strongly Agree	0.05	0.1	0.1	0.4	0.35	


Agreement as to whether VLE had positive impaatcs on the students 	
Strongly Disagree	Disagree	Neutral 	Agree	Strongly Agree	0.05	0.1	0.1	0.35	0.4	


Impacts to the students of the VLE-Moodle 	Increased motivation	Independent thinking and learning 	Increased communication between you and the other students as well as the teachers	Reduced understanding on the subject of study 	Easier access to learning materials	0.9	0.75	0.75	0.5	0.75	
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