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Academic skills, such as referencing, academic writing, and research skills, are necessary components of academic undertakings that are effective. Students and researchers in various fields and at various educational levels need to have these skills to successfully convey their ideas, defend their arguments, and contribute to the existing body of knowledge. Because of the importance of academic skills, academic accomplishment plays a vital part in the development of children (Peng & Kievit, 2020). The influence that academic skills have on the legitimacy and quality of academic work is the primary reason for the relevance of academic skills. The mastery of these abilities not only improves the academic achievement of the individual but also contributes to the larger academic community by encouraging the production of dependable and rigorous research. Plagiarism is an issue or problem that arises frequently in the sphere of academic skills. Plagiarism is the practice of passing off another person's work, ideas, or words as one's own without giving that person full credit.
This assignment will explain the importance of academic reference sources, writing academically, and conducting academic research. It will investigate the meaning of these skills, as well as their significance and the effect that having them has on academic work. In addition, it will discuss the problem of plagiarism and how it relates to the area that is being researched.
[bookmark: _Toc137293460]Research Skills
Research skills are a set of abilities and competencies that enable individuals to conduct effective research and acquire reliable information in order to address specific questions or problems. These talents and competencies enable individuals to conduct effective research and gather information in order to address specific questions or problems. These abilities include the deliberate and methodical investigation of sources, data collection, analysis of findings, and interpretation of those findings. Research skills and abilities are required to successfully complete the tasks and assignments for a master's degree program (Hendriarto et al., 2021).
[bookmark: _Toc137293461]Academic Writing
The process of developing academic writing is one that requires a lot of experience and continual improvement. Language characteristics that are typical of academic writing generate the traits of clarity, detachment, and density that are appropriate for the environment of academic endeavors (Maamuujav et al., 2021). Students should begin by carefully reading and comprehending the assignment specifications, which should include the topic, the required formatting, and any additional particular instructions offered by the instructor. They should outline the most important points and arguments they wish to communicate in their academic writing to develop a logical and cohesive structure. This is beneficial for organizing thoughts and ensuring that writing is coherent.
[bookmark: _Toc137293462]Importance of Research Skills
People who are skilled in research are able to make significant contributions to the corpus of existing knowledge through the conduct of original studies, the discovery of new insights, and the presentation of novel ideas. Acquiring research abilities can be accomplished in a variety of ways, for as, by finishing an independent research project (Lee et al., 2020). Research abilities cultivate critical thinking talents, assisting individuals in evaluating material, locating gaps in their knowledge, and developing inventive answers to difficult situations. Research skills enable individuals to obtain and analyze data, enabling them to make educated judgments based on empirical evidence rather than primarily on assumptions or personal ideas. Research skills empower individuals to make informed decisions based on empirical evidence.
[bookmark: _Toc137293463]Referencing
Acknowledging and citing the various sources of information utilized in an academic piece of work is the process known as referencing. It requires giving references that are correct and consistent throughout the text, as well as generating a full list of citations at the conclusion of a work. In academic writing, proper referencing is essential since it not only gives credit to the original authors but also makes it possible for readers to discover and check the sources, assuring transparency, credibility, and academic integrity. Incorrect referring is also often believed to be mostly linked to a lack of knowledge of the process of referencing (Du, 2020). The author's trustworthiness and the overall quality of the work are both improved by accurate referencing, which reveals that the author has carried out extensive research and utilized several trustworthy sources to support their claims.
The in-text citation and the compilation of a reference list at the publication's conclusion are the two most important components of the referencing process. These components complement one another to deliver reliable and comprehensive information regarding the sources utilized in academic writing. In-text citations are references to specific sources that are made within the main body of the text. The last name of the author and the year the source was published are normally included in these citations. In-text citations can be presented in a variety of styles, depending on the referencing style or convention that the author is utilizing. The reference list is a separate section that can be found at the very end of the document. It contains information that is more in-depth regarding the sources that are cited in the text. The reference list is arranged alphabetically according to the authors' last names. In order to prevent plagiarizing, which is the practice of passing off the work, ideas, or words of another person as one's own without providing appropriate reference, accurate referencing is vital. Students are most likely to succeed in avoiding plagiarism if they acknowledge the source of the original reference (Amin & Mohammadkarimi, 2019).
Conventions for referencing, often known as referencing styles, are sets of defined criteria for the format of in-text citations and reference lists. When it comes to citing different kinds of sources, such as books, journal articles, websites, and others, each format has its own set of criteria that must be followed. Authors are expected to adhere to these rules for the presentation of information such as author names, publication years, titles, and other specifics. The APA, the MLA, the Harvard Citation Style, and the Chicago Manual of Style are some examples of citation styles that are regularly used. (Azizah, et al., 2021).
Referencing and citation are important components of any piece of writing because they allow readers to track down the original sources of the information that is being presented in the work. This allows readers to independently investigate the claims made in the piece. In addition, the use of references and citations illustrates the thoroughness of the study that was carried out, which contributes to the trustworthiness of the academic work (Cegast Academy, 2023). The use of references and citations allows authors to demonstrate their familiarity with the subject matter as well as the significance of their work to the body of previously accumulated information. In the end, proper referencing and citation are essential for demonstrating the author's familiarity with the topic at hand and drawing attention to the significance of the work in question.
[bookmark: _Toc137293464]Conclusion
Referencing maintains transparency, provides credit to the authors of the original work, and assists readers in locating and verifying the sources they cite. Understanding the task, carrying out research, crafting an outline, writing the draft, rewriting and editing it, and finally, proofreading are all steps included in the academic writing process. When it comes to academic study, having strong research skills is absolutely necessary for accumulating, analyzing, and interpreting material. They contribute to the progress of information, critical thinking, and decision-making based on evidence. Plagiarism, which is defined as passing off the work of others as one's own, was another problem discussed. In order to combat plagiarism, it is necessary to raise awareness, educate students on proper referencing procedures, and use techniques that detect instances of plagiarism.
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