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The united nations conventions of the right of the child (UNCRC) was founded in 1945, and came into force in the UK in 1992. (United nations, 2015).  The purpose of this organization was to ensure all children and young people had their basic rights, right to life, to develop, to be protected and to participate in all aspects of life (Unicef,2016). Maslow agrees that children should be able to achieve the fundamental basics (Physiological needs). Maslow’s lowest level consists of the child receiving food, water, sleep and warmth (Abraham, 2011).
  The UNCRC consists of 54 articles outlining the children’s right in all aspects of their life, articles 1- 42 are all specific rights for the children, articles 43-54 are based around how the practitioner and adults need to work together in in order to achieve these rights for the child (Unicef,2019). 
 
The importance of supporting and enabling the right of the child to have a voice.













Article 3: The best interest of the child should be top priority in all decisions and actions made by practitioners that affect children.



Children's and young people's interests should be considered at all times, and those in positions of responsibility should uphold and protect their rights. Practitioners must consider the children when making choices, ensuring that the result and choice are in the best interests of the child (UNICEF, 2019). 
It is in childcare settings that abuse can be noticed and reported. Preventing tragedies such as Victoria Climbie and Daniel Pelka. Daniel was a 5-year-old boy, who was said to have been a “bag of bones” and caught stealing food from other children and bins. Regardless of visits at home by a number of agencies, numerous A and E visits and the schools concerns. Daniel Pelka was still starved, beaten and poisoned to death (Lgiu and Associate, 2013). Victoria Climbie’s death changed child protection policies. Many agencies noticed signs of abuse, none properly investigated or shared information. The policy was then updated and changed to ensure that information regarding a child is passed on to other agencies, in order for the child to receive the care and support they need, to avoid these preventable tragedies occurring again. In 2018 the children’s act, 2004 was updated and section 10 now states that agencies are required to work together and ensure that all information is disseminated in a timely and confidential manner (HM Government, 2018). Practitioners have a duty of care to escalate any disclosure made to them by a child that makes them think they may be in danger or not receiving adequate care. 






















Article 12: The child has the right to be listened to and have their opinions and beliefs taken seriously.



Every child has the right to be heard and the freedom to be able to express and share their opinions, desires and expectations on all situations that concern them. These opinions need to be listened to and respected. The children should be active participants in all events that affect them with their wishes at the centre of all decisions regarding their lives (Rights Respecting Schools Award, 2021). According to Ofsted, 2012 reports, over 93 serious case reviews, failed to speak to or consider the child.  Appropriate measures were not taken to determine the needs and feelings of the children and their opinions were not considered or asked for. One of these cases was of Daniel Pelka, a four-year-old boy who was starved and beaten to death, many agencies were involved but, Daniel was never directly interviewed. His voice was lost and he was not given the opportunity to ask for help (Independent,2013). The value of listening to an infant or young person and collecting their opinions and views has been repeatedly emphasised in lessons learnt from serious case reviews, according to the Children’s act 2004.
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This act primary function is to raise awareness of children’s viewpoints and desires, ensuring that the child’s voice is listened to and actions implemented to follow the child’s opinions (Legislation.gov.uk, 2014).
  The children’s commissioner for wales,2009 established rights for all children and ensures that each individual understand that they have rights that they are entitled to, and the knowledge of what these rights are. They implemented a children’s rights approach which allows children to be given realistic chances to participate in making choices affecting their lives and hold authorities responsible for the actions and consequences that effect their lives.




Article 2: Children have the right to protection against discrimination, regardless of their colour, sex, religion or disability.



The focus of the 2015 well-being of future generations act, 2015 was equality. All children irrespective of their colour, sex, religion or disability have the same right to be included and their differences recognised, supported and valued. Practitioners need to maintain their professional development and competency, building a rapport with families, to ensure effective communication and mutual respect and trust. According to the additional learning needs code for wales, 2018, the same amount of care and support should be given to each individual child regardless of their sex, colour, religion or disability/ ability. It also states that all practitioners should be involved in a child with specific needs learning, and a wide variety of support should be available in digital form. According to the Disability act, 1995 children with a disability or specific need have the same rights to an education.  Equal opportunities should be given to succeed, with activities and lessons being adapted to individual needs to ensure inclusion within the classroom. With planning and simple adjustments, all children can access learning materials. According to Ascd,2021 Students who are educated with children from diverse backgrounds experience a valuable learning life lesson. Students who learn to collaborate and play with peers from diverse backgrounds are better suited for the world they live in. Teachers must model positive attuites towards children from diverse cultures to make their classroom successful. According to the Equality act, 2010 Children from different backgrounds need to be treated equally and fairly. No matter a child’s background or religion practitioners need to be non discrimantory and offer the same amount of support and respect that they would with other children.



 Disability act



























Article 28: Each child has a right to access free education.



Under the Education act 2011, it states that all children have the right to a free education. By children being able to access free education this means every child no matter their background has the same opportunities to expand their knowledge and reach their fullest potential in the future. 
  
According to Maria Montessori, 1897 children learn best through hands on learning. She encouraged the children to learn through touching, feeling and doing. This allows the children to learn for themselves. Learning through a hands-on method allows the children to learn through concrete experiences and fully grasp an understanding of the context of the world around them.  Without the access to free education some children would not experience this method of learning, which could disadvantage those children who are visual learners.

According to the Welsh government,2017’s national strategy prosperity for all had a strong ethical voice. A community ethos based on education inclusivity and equality. Bringing prosperity, health and a life long love of learning, that prepares children to reach their fullest potential.

In the United Kingdom, Within Article 2, Protocol 1, the Human rights act 1998 safeguards the children’s right to a high standard of education. Every child should be able to access free education and should be taught in accordance with their religion and values in the performance of all duties it undertakes in relation to education and teaching.
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