                                     How I and others learn about business
Introduction 
During this essay, I will be explaining how myself and my fellow peers learn about our business management course. Explaining my own strengths and weaknesses, of using online and classroom learning. Throughout I will also be mentioning the  comparison between different techniques and methods that can be used whilst learning either online or within the classroom, furthermore, weighing up the advantages and disadvantages and which method is more popular than the other through researching online studies that have been carried out in the past. To finish this essay, I will be including my own experience and my own techniques that were used during this business course, and in comparison to my fellow students on what their thoughts and feelings were on the topic and how their learning experience has been.
Advantages and disadvantages of online learning
Online studies have shown that there are four main reasons why students would prefer to work online rather than in the classrooms (ASU,2019). These four main reasons are that firstly an individual can move at their own pace, secondly the learning is more personalised, thirdly is the flexibility, fourth and finally is the ability to pursue your passions out of the classroom. All of these reasons are also reasons why students are preferring that they would rather learn about business online rather than inside the classroom, this is according to ASU (2019). Heap (2017) agrees with the main reasons for studying online as opposed to learning within the classroom as, according to Heap (2017), studying online can also give you more flexibility, this flexibility allows you to fit the work around your own personal life without having to follow a timetable that is given to you (Heap,2017), this also coincides with ASU’s (2019) statement that online learning is more personal. Furthermore (Heap,2017), also claims that studying online will also teach you more self-discipline which also prepares you for the working environment. This is due to not having a lecturer making sure you are doing the work (Heap,2017). Alternatively, (Bowden,2017) says that online learning can have various disadvantages. Some of these disadvantages are, there are no facilities available such as on campus libraries, but also students who are choosing to study online are missing out on the opportunity on asking face to face questions, discussing with other students and asking other for help.  

Advantages and disadvantages of working in the classroom
In comparison with online learning, there are also advantages and disadvantages to classroom learning. Classroom learning offers a number of advantages, such as, you can ask the lecturers face to face questions which are able to be answered there and then, which you are unable to online as a person will have to do a written email and wait for a reply, therefore, the student is unable to carry on with their work immediately if they become stuck, a student learning in the classroom also have advantages such as being able to discuss any queries or topics with your fellow peers (Bowden,2017). Bowden (2017), also indicates some disadvantages to classroom learning. One of these disadvantages is the travel time and cost to get to and from your campus, which some students may not be able to afford all the time, this can make classroom learning difficult for some students. Secondly, not all of the students are as confident as some, there are some shy students within the classroom, that may be nervous about speaking up in front of the other students, or ask the lecturer any questions that they may have this is according to Bowden (2017).  
Comparison between working online and in the classroom
According to the university of Wisconsin-Madison E-Business Institute (N.D), released report claiming that online studying has moved up the list and is becoming more popular, with 82% of undergraduates said that they would much prefer to do online lectures rather than going to classroom lectures 2008). Sethughes (2020) claims that many students may be required to speak up whilst in lectures and to speak their minds, this improves their interpersonal skills, which most businesses tell universities they prefer. When studying online and doing online courses you are not required to do any of these and are missing out on these interpersonal skills (Sethughes,2020). According to Sethughes (2020), when students have to speak and engage with their classmates and lecturers, this allows them to gain confidence when they want to speak and interact with other people, this then prepares them for them when they go into the working environment, whereas with online learning this also doesn’t give you the opportunity to gain these skills. 

My own strengths and weaknesses of online working
Whilst studying business and management I have found the use of digital technology very helpful. I have found many different advantages and disadvantages. Many advantages are, I can learn and choose what time I study and complete my assignments around my personal life. On the other hand, I prefer to learn within the classroom and get my work done whilst with the lecturer due to me not holding off my work until the last minute.
My advice for undergraduates how they can prepare to study Business and Management
Based on my own experience of preparing and studying Business and Management, during this time I have learned that, online learning is very significant in preparation for this course, before and during. Preparation for the course online learning is very helpful you can find out what you are going to be learning on tools such as Moodle, this will get you prepared for the course and help you ready for the course. In my experience during the course online learning can teach you a lot and get you ahead with what you are about to study, with the available tools such as Moodle, you can see what you are going to study in your next lecture and revise what you are going to learn so you have already got a head start on the topic. If there is anything you are unsure about then you have the lectures emails also available where they are very helpful if you are doubtful about anything or any concerns you may have. When the course begins I would recommended that if you are unsure about anything that you are being taught to make sure that you ask your lecturers and make them aware of the topic or specific part that you are unsure of agreeing with (Bowden,2017) being able to ask the lecturers face to face.  
My fellow students and peers experience
I think that it is fair to say that after discussions with my fellow students and from our online work, there is an overall result that many of them prefer to work online. The main reasons seem to be, they don’t feel expected or pressured to speak in front of others like they feel in the classroom, the other reason was that they preferred to work in their own time and when doing the work at home they could fit it all in around what they were doing, such as looking after their children or work life. In contrast to these points there was also fellow peers that preferred the face to face lectures rather than online. These students raised these points, there are no distractions such as their children. Another important point that was raised is some of my fellow peers are not very computer literate, which makes it difficult for them to find articles, online textbooks, whereas in the lecture room the lecturer speaks and talks you through a lot of information allowing you to pick up the knowledge face to face.  
My own experiences 
I believe that both techniques are very useful. I found that attending lectures is a lot more efficient and a lot more useful to learn, this is for multiple reasons. When in the classroom any queries or questions that you may have to ask can be answered there and then, rather than waiting for a response by email. I also find that in the classroom there are ideas that have been given out that I have not thought about and found this a huge help towards my work. In comparison to this I also find online learning very useful as some queries and questions that you may have, the lecturers may be unsure on these, whereas online you can find the answers. Online learning also gives you time to do the work in your own time and also allows you to find multiple pages and articles that can be very useful and whereas in the classroom you can only look over one thing at a time which I find very time consuming, which leads to less time for the assignments or work to be finished. Another point about online learning which I find very important is when you are online in a job role and they require you to do training online you already have the skills and knowledge on how to use the computers and it’s tools. In conclusion for my assignments or any pieces of work that I have had to hand in, I have always used both, as I find them both very useful, the knowledge from lecturers and all the tools online.
Conclusion 
In conclusion,  online learning and classroom learning have proven to both have their advantages and disadvantages, such as classroom studying allows you to raise any questions or concerns face to face with the lecturer and also you are able to express your thoughts and ideas with your fellow peers, enabling a student to continue their work without any time delays (Bowden,2017). On the other hand, you also must surrender time to go and attend these lectures, these times and days which you cannot pick and choose as there is a timetable to follow. Additionally attending lectures the students are having to speak up and express your thoughts and ideas isn’t for every student, as they may feel to shy to express themselves in front of their pupils (Bowden,2017). In comparison to this, this is where online learning shows its advantages. As you don’t have to stand up and express yourself or have conversations with your fellow peers due to all your work being online, also saving on travel expenses and time as all work can be done at home (Sethughes,2020). However, if a student is stuck, they cannot rely on asking someone for help and having a conversation face to face. Overall, after research it was found that many people enjoyed online learning, however some also preferred learning within the classroom. I believe that both can be used to a students advantage and not only one learning technique should be used to carry out a course. 
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