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Introduction:
In this discussion we will be discussing the advantages and disadvantages of multiagency working for safeguarding children, young people and families whilst reflecting on historical and present perspectives, and how over the years with legislations what adaptions have been made to make the environment safer and how they have helped in preventions. The meaning of multiagency is an agreement between organisations in crime prevention and social welfare, it enables different services to team up together and prevent any issues and problems to occur. In relations to safeguarding, multiagency they work together to ensure they reduce the risk of harm towards children, young people, and families. To safeguard them it requires a multiagency response, local authorities need multiagency to step in to provide effective safeguarding towards their society. Local authorities working with organisations have special duties to promote the welfare and safeguard of children and families within their community as all children deserve high quality care, protection, and effective support. “The Children Act 1989 sets out specific duties on local authorities to provide services to children in need within their area. Same act requires local authority to undertake enquiries if they feel a child is under harm” (HM Government, 2018).
The Children Act 1989 & The Children Act 2004:
The Children Act was first introduced in 1989 to protect every child from abuse and they have the right to have inquiries made to safeguard their welfare, it provides a framework for all kinds of safeguarding. Their key focuses were the importance of children's welfare, the requirements, and expectations of anyone who has the duty of care to a child. “The Act placed a range of new duties on local authorities of which still applies today” “The 1989 Act centres on the idea children are best cared for within their own families and every effort should be made to support that” (CYP Now,n.d). This act focused on the welfare of all children up to the age of 18, it sets out a guideline for professionals to follow to care and protect children. Section 17 of the Childrens act 1989 states that it is the duty of every local authority to safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area whenever it is needed. “Section 17 of the Childrens act 1989 imposes a general duty on local authorities to safeguard and promote the welfare” (Free Movement,2020). This section of the legislation defines that the acts real aim is for the local authorities to be aware of any issues children and families would be going through, or to help families prevent them. Over the years, this act had later developed in the early 2000s and had been renamed to The Children Act 2004. This act had been developed not so much and has not replaced the original 1989 act but there were some additional procedures added into the act to improve the well-being and protection towards children and families. 2004 act places a special duty on local authorities and their partners, which includes the police, health service providers and youth justice system to cooperate in promoting and making arrangements of the well-being of children and young people and safeguard them. “The 2004 act allows the government to create electronic records for every child in the UK to make it easier to trace children across local authorities and government services” (Johnson,2019).
Safeguarding with multi-agency & The Children Act:
The Children Act requires all organisations to team up and work together towards safeguarding. A development was seen in the early 1990s when organisations had teamed up together, making partnerships to tackle issues like social exclusion and community safety. In the last two decades many governments funded initiatives have bee aimed at promoting services, for example Connexions, Youth Offending Teams, BEST, and Children’s Fund have all promoted multi-agency working. The 2004 legislation had strengthened the requirements for agencies to work together closely in multi-disciplinary teams. The main aim for the Children Act is to protect children and families from any harm and provide enough support towards them, and with this legislation strengthening the requirements of multi-agencies to come together, starts to bring a difference within communities. The effective teamwork will bring out positive outcomes for the families because of the decisions and plans that ere made by the organisations. 
“The Children Act was amended in 2004 to emphasise the importance of multi-agency work to meet the needs of children and to make sure children’s views are established and represented” (safeguarding,n.d) 
Advantages of multi-agencies in safeguarding:
Having multiple organisations involved in the matter of safeguarding a child or family brigs out positive and reflective outcomes for the individuals/family. The aim of the multi-agencies is to identify the risk and provide an action plan to the issue to prevent any inconveniences from happening and to protect children from vulnerability and harm. By working together, multi-agency working is key to early and effective identification of risk. When going through troubles at home, children usually end up getting affected mentally especially if it is at young age which may become trouble for their present and future. Some children cannot express how they feel to their parents, guardians, or anyone due to the experiences they have at home which may include being neglected by their parents. Neglection is one of the most effective attitudes a child can feel, which would later adapt more if not being taken care of. As a parent, it is their duty to raise their child by protecting them and by providing love and care. However, if they do not receive any affection, it will affect them mentally. Another risk is parents or partners issues and arguments in front of their child. Giving them a negative and violent environment will lead to further consequences, which may develop into the child making them behave and act the same in school and in the future. If schools and local authorities notice a changed behaviour in a child, it is their duty under The Children Act 2004, to report it for the welfare of the child, and keep ensuring that the child is safe and protected until satisfied. 
With the help of organisations, the outcomes of children and families can always be developed and be positive as the support and action plans that be made by the multiple agencies are made to make a change and help them become better as a person and become better as a family. If the issue relates to parenting, the multi-agencies will develop a plan that would help the parents into becoming better at understanding their child, their child’s needs and help them develop a strong bond with their child. Another initial outcome will be creating a stronger bond and becoming a stronger family, as families unfortunately lose the strong bond they hold as a family when problems occur, meaning they all drift apart. From effective service from multiple organisations working together, the action plans that get made by them aim for them all to engage together which would eventually bring them all back together. “Research was found that where multi-agency provision was most effectively delivered there was evidence of a positive impact upon young people and families” (Harris and Allen, 2011). “There can be benefits in terms of increased understanding and trust between agencies, which can lead to willingness to take risks and enhanced potential for innovation and improved outcomes” (Atkinson, Jones, and Lamont, 2018). The involvement of organisations from different fields can bring effectiveness on the table, as all agencies would be bringing different types of knowledge which would create an understanding between agencies, which would then indicate to new ideas and stronger outcomes for families. The understandings between the agencies would develop, increased knowledge of opposite agencies and their roles. Main aim is to benefit the children’s and families who are going through a hard time and to prevent any further damage being done, all action plans that would be developed for them will somehow have some effectiveness for them and bring some change into their attitudes. If all action plans and outcomes be positive, the families or individual can carry out that segment for the further if they ever come across a hardship again, by doing so they are in less risk of any problems in the future. The Children Act legislation enables multi-agencies to work together to protect children, allows them to share information to safeguard the child. For multi-agencies workers, bringing a positive outcome for a family would bring personal satisfaction them, it would motivate them to do their job better and provide more support towards families and children who could be in vulnerable positions. Exchanging and understanding the roles of other agencies will bring a big impact on the ideas and actions plans they make as multiple creativity would come together. Within the work practice, by performing well with other agencies they would be finding the multi-agency working to be rewarding and enjoyable. “Increased level of trust existing between partners/providers in relation to everyone knowing each can and deliver” (2 2 The Benefits and Challenges of Collective Multi-Agency Working,2008).
Disadvantages of multi-agencies in safeguarding:
Many families and children may not like the idea of multiple people being involved in their personal matters and may not be interested in making amends within their family or sorting any issues out. Some children or family members may not feel comfortable enough for their personal details to be shared around in multiple agencies, which would need to be taken in consideration as it is important to respect and value their privacy. Communications between multi-agencies and the service users is important as safeguarding requires a two-way communication, by not keeping up to date with latest development and update can trigger complications between agencies and the family/child as they may feel the local authorities and multi-agencies are not in favour to help, which would demotivate them to bring a change within their family. The action plans and outcomes may not result in the best ways for the families which could create more problems and issues for the families. When handling and finding solutions for something related to safeguarding, it is the upmost important priority to ensure the service you are providing will be beneficial for the users, and to discuss as an organisation of how the plan will be formed, what would be the risks and what could be the initial outcomes. It is best to always have some extra plans and ideas on the side if things do not go as to plan. Conflicts can occur between agencies as they do not agree with the plans and terms one organisation may come up with, as all organisations team up everyone would be bringing different facts and information they have gathered about their family/children who would indicate to different types of ideas that they may think will bring the best outcome for them. Due to lack of disagreements, organisations may fail together as a team to support children and families as opposite teams may not understand one’s protocol and professional ways as each agency is different. “If the agencies involved do not share the common goals, morals, and ideas, it is highly likely that they will disagree on things, and this can lead them working against each other” (abbysproject,2016). 
As mentioned before, the main aim for multi-agencies is to reduce the risks of any harm towards children, and to achieve their aim all the organisations must agree on everything and conclude to provide their service. If multi-agencies professionals are not correctly trained it will affect their knowledge of safeguarding and may not be able to recognise when a child is at risk of abuse or negligence. When not being aware of the risks towards the child/around the child can cause more risks and problems for the organisations and the family/child, hence why it is important to be fully trained and aware when working with safeguarding and multiple agencies. In promoting the welfare and well-being of a child, it is important to be aware of the current situation they are in, understanding their problems and analysing the vulnerabilities if multi-agencies fail to do so, they may make the child feel unwanted which would affect the child more. Lack of understanding between the two parties can create conflicts which would not resolve any issue, the service user would then lose interest and trust with the agency not wanting them to move further with their action plan that may be planned for them.
Conclusion:
In conclusion to this discussion, we have had discussed the advantages, disadvantages, and the purpose of The Children Act 1989 and 2004 and how over the years the legislation has been adapted by the local authorities and how it has helped to promote the welfare of children by involving other organisations and agencies. The act was made for the welfare of children, young people, and families and the act later had been developed into something better for the betterment for the children’s and families. From the historical perspective The Children Act 1989 had been effective back then as this legislation required organisations to team up and make a change within their neighbourhoods to tackle issues, but the legislation was not effective enough until it was updated in 204 which developed into something better. The beneficial development was to keep a track record of each child in England, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland (whole of UK’s children) to make it easier to trace the children across local authorities and through the government services.
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