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8 All meanings of “BR” grow from one core prototype

“the brightness of the sun and moon "~ “bright”

¥

| Introduction
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Part 1 - Introduction

L 2

Shuowen jiezizhu: “The character incorporafes
‘A’ (moon) because moonlight is, in essence,
reflected sunlight. It incorporates ‘[&’ (a window
frame) to represent the concept of light passing
through a latticed window, thus creating
illumination.”
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https://www.flaticon.com/search?word=window
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Part 1 - Introduction
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"The sun and moon push on each other (in their courses), and light is generated.”

(HE-BE) - [BRBEMBPLES, | °

Ancient Chinese mainly used: ‘Understanding the meaning Two structural interpretations, both

Ancient Chinest linked to "bright"
x|a.ngxmg (p_lct_ography) Through the form” 2 .Irz;smbioningggun" + "moon"
* hulyi (associative ( "AfERE" ) « Depicting “moon entering a
compounding ) 2 | dp ”29 °
window
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Part 2

Semantic #9 The semantic development of “HA”

Step by step from the visible world to the conceptual world




Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

4

i A A

CR N

=XIll
=T
,

e o ] 5%
= || %

g

Eg

The Chinese Dictionary
42 meanings
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Part 2 - Semantic Extensions
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Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

2.1 Core Meaning: “Bright”

\
“HH" character structure — means “the brightness of the sun and moon ” or “bright” -

For example
Hanyu Da Cidian, Shi Jing :

dong fang ming yi

|5 75 B & | mmm) ‘The east is bright.”




Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

2.2 Major Extended Senses: From Concrete to Abstract

Here are the five major extensions, each linked to the prototype of “bright”




Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

@ Physical Quality: Visual Clarity (&)

From brightness we get visual distinctness

Light reveals shapes and colors — “HB” describes things that are clear to the eye

For example:

Hanyu Da Cidian
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chd ru qian hua ming

AN A

In LI Bal's poem:
“A stream first enters a thousand bright
flowers.”



Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

®) Action: To illuminate (EB=)

“BA" evolves into a verb meaning “to make something clear”

Just like light reveals what is hidden.

For example:

Hanyu Da Cidian

24 In W Anshi’
hué shang z4 yi ming yé . n VWWang Ansni's text:

fk Iﬂﬁ /@ [//( HH ’@ J “The flame Is enough to illuminate.”




Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

® Mental Clarity: Understanding, Wisdom (@&, BAER)

“HH” extends to mental clarity—treating “understanding” as “light dispelling ignorance.”

A key metaphor arises here:
light = understanding.

So “BA” can mean “to understand” or “to be wise.”

For example:

Modern Usage

“After the teacher explained, | finally understood this math problem.”



Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

@ Moral Brightness: talented and virtuous, aboveboard (A &S, Z5%HY)

"public” — "selflessness”

“the public nature of a situation” — describing "the magnanimity and integrity of a person's
conduct.”

For example:

ldiom

guang ming léi luo

rﬁlﬁ HH %% ;%_J ‘ morally transparent and upright



Part 2 - Semantic Extensions

® Obvious, Conspicuous (/ABIE » BEEER)

The meaning of “BH” evolved from visual clarity — "obvious" and "conspicuous”

For example:

ldiom

Ming giang yi duo an jian nan fang Better an open enemy than a

(B8 5 4, RS 5728 B ™ fose friend



Part 3
Semantic
Relations and

Relation of the Meanings
How Chinese philosophical traditions deepen these
connections




Part 3 — Semantic Relations and Cultural Insights

3.1 Semantic Network
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Part 3 — Semantic Relations and Cultural Insights

3.2 Cultural Insights

(1) Confucianism: Moral Cultivation

(RE)

Da xué zhidao,  zai ming ming dé The Great Learning: “What the Great Learning

rj( Z— E 7_ HH Hﬂ'fu o J # teaches, is to illustrate illustrious virtue.”

verb ad]
to illustrate Illustrious

3 James Legge, trans, The Sacred Books of China: The Texts of Confucianism, Part IV, The Li Kf
XI-XLVI (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1885), p. 411 . T A
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3.2 Cultural Insights
(2) Taoism: Spiritual Clarity . .

(EEL)

Zi  zhi zhé ming

|_ ' §E|:| % HH J ‘ Tao Te Ching: “He who knows himself is intelligent.”

deep, inner clarity
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3.2 Cultural Insights

(3 Buddhism: Awakening from Delusion i .

ming wu

|_ HA 'I‘E—J ‘ “enlightenment”

Ming Xin jian xing

|_ HH I[\_,\ = II‘_&LJ ‘ “Enlighten the mind to see one’s true nature.”

illuminating the mind, breaking free from delusion

light — mental clarity — spiritual truth
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Thank you for listening! -



