Week 2_3 - Handout Vignettes, Approaches, Interpretivism and Constructivism

Activity 

1. Inductive reasoning: This approach starts with specific observations and tries to identify patterns or regularities to form a general conclusion or theory. It moves from the specific to the general.
2. Deductive reasoning: This approach begins with a general theory or hypothesis and then collects data to test whether the theory holds true. It moves from the general to the specific.
3. Abductive reasoning: This approach starts with an incomplete set of observations and proceeds to the most likely explanation for those observations. It is a form of "inference to the best explanation," where the best hypothesis is selected based on the available evidence. Abductive reasoning is often used when there is limited information available, and it involves making an educated guess about the most plausible conclusion.

Vignette 1:
A researcher is interested in understanding the factors that contribute to employee job satisfaction in small businesses. They decide to conduct in-depth interviews with employees from various small businesses across different industries. The researcher asks open-ended questions about what makes them feel satisfied or dissatisfied with their job. After collecting and analysing the data, the researcher identifies common themes and patterns that emerge from the interviews and develops a theory about the key factors influencing employee job satisfaction in small businesses.
Vignette 2:
A researcher wants to test the hypothesis that transformational leadership style leads to higher levels of employee creativity in technology startups. They develop a survey questionnaire that measures employees' perceptions of their managers' leadership style and their own creative output. The researcher distributes the survey to a large sample of employees working in technology startups. After collecting the data, the researcher uses statistical analysis to determine if there is a significant correlation between transformational leadership and employee creativity, as predicted by the hypothesis.
Vignette 3:
A researcher is curious about the decision-making processes used by successful entrepreneurs. They select a sample of entrepreneurs who have founded profitable businesses and conduct semi-structured interviews with them. The researcher asks the entrepreneurs to describe their approach to making key business decisions and the factors they consider. As the researcher analyses the interview transcripts, they look for similarities and differences in the entrepreneurs' responses and begin to construct a model of the decision-making strategies employed by successful entrepreneurs.

For each vignette, you should identify whether the study follows an inductive or deductive approach and explain their reasoning. The key is to recognise that inductive approaches start with specific observations and move towards general theories or conclusions, while deductive approaches begin with a general theory or hypothesis and then collect data to test it.

Exemplar answers for each vignette, covering comprehensive research paradigm issues and methodological issues, including inductive, deductive, and abductive approaches.
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