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‘Discuss the components that of a good essay’

This essay seeks to determine the key components of writing and producing a good essay. I will be discussing four key components which I feel are necessary to achieve a good essay and I will be providing sources from different authors and webpages to support my findings. I feel that essays allow you to express your thoughts and opinions as well as others, and allows you to achieve many skills such as, research, reading and writing. To produce these skills and create a good essay you need a wide understanding of the most important concepts of essay writing. These include; Referencing, structure, grammar and punctuation and physical mindset. By exploring these key concepts, it allows every person to comprehend the steps they will need to take. Here you’ll learn the right approach to take when generating a good essay. “Essays are used as assessment at University to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a topic. They are also useful tools to promote thinking and learning. You are required to develop an argument and apply critical thinking skills to analyse a range of academic sources in support of your argument” (Cite Write, 2018). We use essays to discuss and explain our thoughts and feelings on a topic. We are told to research arguments for and against, where these are then established into the essay. To add these into the essay you must always reference. 

Referencing 
I believe that referencing is one of the most important key components of a good essay. This is because it makes it more accessible and simpler for the reader to find the correct and first piece of writing your sources came from. Although, it’s sometimes a battle to read the essay as there are many pieces of writing which includes hundreds of different references. When it comes down to finding good research it makes it more straightforward for you to find it. According to Redman and Maples (2011, p.96) “references are an acknowledgement of other people's work.” This is suggesting that you’re not only using the research to make your work more interesting and professional, but you’re also showing off the piece of writing that originally came from the author. You’re not taking full credit for it. “Referencing is a way to provide evidence to support the assertions and claims in your own assignments. By citing experts in your field, you are showing your marker that you are aware of the field in which you are operating” (UNSW Sydney, 2013). This is suggesting that you know what information you are looking for and you know the exact place where you have got the information from. This is making you look more professional and allows you to have a wider understanding on how to find the sources where you have received your knowledge from. One of the main reasons to reference is because of plagiarism. “to borrow someone's work without acknowledging it is to steal their intellectual property” (Greetham, 2008, p.256). These writers have worked hard and concentrated on each of these pieces of writing for a long period of time, so to take away the spotlight and focus of attention off them isn't right. Greetham (2008, p.256) also mentions that ‘it is just not in our interests to plagiarise. By passing off someone else's work as our own we could fall on the grounds of having cheated. This is academic theft.’ Despite that plagiarism isn't illegal and is not classed as a crime, it is still a form of cheating, you’re letting yourself down as well as others. There are 3 important reasons as to why Redman and Maples (2011, p.97) believe references are needed. Firstly ‘it acknowledges your sources and demonstrates that you are familiar with the key material on your topic and are knowledgeable about it’. Secondly, ‘it guards against plagiarism, since good referencing clearly shows the source of any data or 
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argument you use that are not your own’. Finally, ‘an essay that is properly referenced looks like a professional piece of writing, worthy of academic respect.’ As well as these 3 reasons there are many others which state why references are needed but I believe that references are needed as a form of advice and guidance to allow people to research and find information easily.

Structure
The second key component of an essay is the structure. To produce a good essay, it needs to be easy to read and it must contain a title, introduction, main section, conclusion and reference list. Without any of these the structure of the essay would be all over the place. The first and most important step you should take is reading the question. Without reading this correctly you won’t research the correct information and you’ll then produce a poor essay. Secondly, you must research the question using textbooks, journals and taking notes in lectures. This will allow you to receive reliable information and sources. Finally, you must plan your essay. Creating mind maps will allow you to jot down many ideas that you come up with to put into your essay, if you try to keep all the ideas in your head you may not remember them all and you may leave key information out. Once you have completed the planning process and wrote down as many ideas as you can, you must re-read the essay question to make sure you understand what you are trying to address and to help you compose a good essay. 
After the title, you should always start an essay with an introduction. According to Greetham (2008, p.191) to write a worthy introduction you should ‘set simple and clear objectives that you want to fulfil.’ By setting these the essay will be much easier to write as you already have a slight background of what you’re going to say. You also want to set these objectives as when writing a short essay, you have very little words to write, so the introduction will have to be short and sweet. If you already have a background of what needs to be included, you won't be leaving anything out and will have space to fit everything in. A main key point you also need to think about in the introduction is ‘the interpretation of the question’(Greetham, 2008, p.191) as you have very little word count you don’t want to be rambling on about things you don’t need to talk about. When you think about the interpretation you need to think about what the question is asking you.
After the introduction you then write the main/middle section. Turley (2000, p.13) believes that ‘The middle section is where you make good the promises of your introduction. No matter how virtuosic, well-written, and internally logical your opening paragraph is, in the middle section you have to deliver.’ This is where the main argument happens. The main question asked and the things you talk about in the introduction are explained more in detail here. By including as much detail and information in the main section as you can, will allow the reader to choose which points they prefer and will also allow them to further their knowledge and understanding.  Usually an essay is all about arguments for and against, so the main section is all about putting your point across. As Redman and Maples (2011, p.71) says ‘Your essay needs a strong and coherent structure if you are to convince the reader of your case.’ This is explaining to me that all the points I make in my main section need to be understandable and make sense. They need to be correct and reliable points and easy to read. 
The last paragraph that should be in your essay is the conclusion. ‘The primary job of a conclusion is to provide a final condensed version of the essays core argument’ (Redman and Maples, 2011, p.92). A conclusion should be a recap of what you talked about and what you found in the main section. It should allow you to find the final answer of the question you were asked at the start. As Turley (2000, p.37) says ‘if introductions are all about making a first impression, conclusions are about leaving a last impression, which is equally important.” 
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Making a last impression is one of the most important points of the conclusion as you want the 
reader to remember your argument and it reminds them of the important strengths that they found in your writing. 

Throughout my research of the components of a good essay I had found 3 key rules which everyone must follow to create an impeccable essay. “Rule 1: Answer the question that is asked” (Redman and Maples, 2011, p. 11). You must always stay on topic when writing out your essay. If you talk about other points that don’t relate to the question, then the reader may get bored and won't want to read any more of your essay. “Rule 2: Write your answer in your own words” (Redman and Maples, 2011, p.11). In an essay, you should be giving your own opinion as well as putting in other peoples. Expressing your opinion allows readers to understand what you believe and gives them an in-sight of the different thoughts and feelings people have on the same topic. “Rule 3: Think about the content of your essay, be sure to demonstrate good social scientific skills” (Redman and Maples, 2011, p.11). You want to include facts and knowledge which are interesting to the reader. You want to keep them engaged into the essay and want them to keep reading. I believed to have found that the introduction, main section and conclusion are all primary elements of writing an essay. The most important part is the research and information you find to put into the essay. Without reliable and essential information, you will not produce a satisfactory essay. 
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