
Abuse topoi

▪ sexual misconduct (inc. passive homosexual behaviour) (e.g. Cic. Pis. 70, 86; Mil. 13, 55, 59, 72–
3, 73, 76, 85, 87, 89)
“In the second Philippic, for example, Cicero uses Marcus Antonius’s alleged sexual involvement 
with Curio to connect him with an entire nexus of politically reprehensible activity; in a public 
context, sexual submission to another man corresponds with the inability to function as an 
independent and moral political agent” (Corbeill 2008: 242)

▪ aspiring to regnum or tyranny, associated with vis [force], libido [lust], superbia [pride], and 
crudelitas [cruelty] (e.g. Cic. Pis. 24; Mil. 35, 43, 76, 80, 87, 89; Phil. 3.3-5, 3.8-11, 3.23, 3.28, 
3.29, 3.30, 3.34; 4.3, 4.12, 4.14)


