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Question 1:
Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
[bookmark: _Int_hbinRs1q][bookmark: _Int_F1f20ilw][bookmark: _Int_32QKjWc8]This paper is going to investigate the use of police officer body worn cameras and consider the positives and negatives when it comes evidence-based policing. The paper will also look into the history of body worn cameras and why the Police Service came to the conclusion that they were needed in the first place. Lastly, this paper is going to evaluate the effectiveness of body worn cameras and whether or not the policy surrounding them needs to be reformed. 
[bookmark: _Int_z4OrW6KX]According to College of Policing (2023), Evidence based policing means that the “best available evidence is used to inform and challenge policing policies, practices and decisions”. In the early 1800’s, there was an alarming rise in the rate of criminal activities, and it soon became apparent that what Great Britain needed was an organised body of people who would work for the government and keep the peace among the streets of local communities. Because of this realisation, the first Police Force to be established was the Metropolitan Police in 1828 and was under the command of the Home Secretary at the time. Robert Peel created and introduced the Nine Principles of Policing, for which every officer was expected to exercise whilst carrying out their duties. Two good examples of the Peelian Principles are, “To prevent crime and disorder, as an alternative to their repression by military force and severity of legal punishment” and “To recognize always that the test of police efficiency is the absence of crime and disorder, and not the visible evidence of police action in dealing with them” (University of Washington 2023). The Peelian Nine Principles of Policing are primarily bases on the Three Core Ideas which are, to respect the public and local communities, to prevent crime rather than catching criminals and to earn the public’s support through understanding and equal respect both ways. By 1851, there were approximately 13,000 Police Officers in England and Wales although “existing legislation did not compel local authorities to establish local forces” (UK Parliament 2023). 
Criminology theories go hand in hand with Policing. A good example of a criminology theory is Rational Choice Theory. Rational Choice Theory is based on the idea that people use “rational calculations to make rational choices” to obtain something or achieve something that benefits them personally (Ganti 2022). This theory suggests that the main factor in people committing crimes is that they see an opportunity to gain something they believe they need or just want. Another theory is called, Social Control theory. Social Control Theory is based on the idea that due to circumstances surrounding social settings, an individual may feel that committing criminal acts is more beneficial to them rather than abiding by the law and being a good citizen. This usually follows a breakdown in communication and positive interaction between the individual and other people such as family or society in general. According to Britt, C (2015), strong social ties to family, a group etc helps “reduce the likelihood of crime by highlighting the negative consequences of criminal acts”. By studying and understanding many different criminology theories, it is possible to understand and maybe predict why individuals commit crime, when and where crime is most likely to be committed and what measures can be put into place to prevent crime from being committed in the first place. Alongside criminology theories, the police can also use other methods such as crime spotting. Crime spotting is essentially just a map of an area with concentrated spots where certain crimes are being committed which is useful because it allows officers to prioritize the areas that need the most crime prevention tactics or perhaps something as simple as increased patrols. These maps are created by police forces across the country, various websites, public surveys and public tips or concerns. One piece of equipment that assists with evidence-based policing and are relatively new and is always evolving is the body worn cameras that every uniformed police officer is required to wear. 
[bookmark: _Int_aOHIuRYh][bookmark: _Int_NSfXTLW2]Body worn cameras, sometimes referred to as Body Worn Video (BWV), is essentially a small camera that all officers that interact with the general public are issued to wear whilst carrying out their duties. The body worn cameras are usually worn on the officer’s chest to allow a first hand point of view of how the officer handles the situation that they are confronted with. Metropolitan Police (2023) state that the camera “acts as an independent witness” and “capture both video and audio evidence when officers are attending all types of incidents”. Officers are trained to turn on the camera on their way to an incident or when something occurs that may need to be recalled in court. They also have the responsibility to inform anyone that they are speaking to or dealing with, that they are on camera and anything they do or say may be submitted as evidence. Body worn cameras were first introduced in the United Kingdom in 2015 and the first counties to use them were Devon and Cornwall. The need for body worn cameras arose from the fact that criminal cases were either taking too long due to lack of reliable evidence or were just being dismissed, again due to lack of or no reliable evidence. DTS Solutions (2023) suggests that “offenders plead guilty upon finding out that there was video evidence available” which in turn sped up the process of many cases. DTS Solutions (2023) goes onto say that cameras allowed officers to improve “accountability, transparency and trust, since officers and their interventions are recorded”. This goes back to the Peelian Principles and the Three Core Values of Policing regarding the fact that to be able to police by consent, the police must have the trust and support of the public and must be accountable for their actions. 
Evidence-based policing has always been heavily reliant on what evidence or information is available which in many cases, was reports done by police officers or their accounts of what happens, where it happens and why they believe it happens. Body worn cameras allow the police to physically view the footage from the police officer’s point of view, assess different aspects such as what has happened and how did the officer rectify the problem, but also what could have been done differently and what improvements can be made to prevent the problems from occurring in the future. One major issue when it comes to officers making statements or providing information of what occurred is that not all officers can be trusted to conduct their duties whilst maintaining their integrity and holding the high ground. According to Metropolitan Police (2023) “docks their camera to charge the battery, the footage is automatically uploaded to secure servers” and the officers have no possible way of deleting the footage themselves which takes away the possibility of officers deleting any footage which may incriminate themselves or prove they were not conducting their duties to the level expected by the public. This in turn, restores faith in the public that the police are carrying out their duties and have the publics best interest in heart. Body worn cameras allow the police to “corroborate the facts of the encounter and result in a quicker resolution” and “Footage captured may also be used as evidence in arrests or prosecutions” (Chapman 2018). The body worn cameras can also help higher ranking officers establish exactly what crimes are happening in what areas and how serious these particular crimes are. For example, many incidents that are captured on the cameras are assaults on emergency workers. If the police have video evidence of these assaults taking place in the town centre, then they can strategize a plan to combat this such as deploying more officers, so no one patrols on their own. Not only will this add an extra layer of protection for the officers, but it will also deter people from assaulting the officers in the first place. 
Like with anything, there are many positives and negatives when it comes to the use of body worn cameras. One positive of police officers using body worn cameras is that footage obtained by the police officer’s camera can be used in evidence and can later be used in court to prove that the officer’s version of events are true. Another advantage of body worn cameras is that they improve public confidence. By officers being video and audio recorded when dealing with a situation or members of the public, they are more likely to make better decisions and resolve situations peacefully as the cameras make it easier for them to be held accountable. According to 10-80 Video (2023), a study was conducted in 2013 by the University of Cambridge which discovered that “both police and respondents become less likely to use violence when police wear body cameras”. One positive of body worn cameras that helps with evidence-based policing is the fact that footage may include “Date and time stamps, as well as GPS locations” (He 2022). One of the biggest disadvantages of body worn cameras is the fact they can be seen to restrict some people’s privacy. Many people may feel that being on camera, especially when they are in a vulnerable state, is incredibly uncomfortable and unnerving. Another big disadvantage is that many cameras must be manually activated or turned on by the officer. Although this is a benefit when it comes to dealing with a victim who wishes to remain anonymous, it can lead to officers missing crucial evidence or purposely sabotaging an investigation. A big disadvantage is that the “use of body cameras may prevent people from coming forward as credible witnesses to help assist with investigations” (Kissiah 2022) as they may feel that if it becomes public, they will face retaliation.
[bookmark: _Int_cp1Yha1b]When it comes to domestic violence cases, body worn cameras have been a great help with evidence-based policing. According to ProCon (2021), officers arriving on seen with cameras can capture the “immediate aftermath of the attack, including injuries the victim has suffered”. The footage can then later be used as evidence as some injuries sustained at the time may have faded or healed by the time the case moves forward. In many cases, the victim of domestic abuse will change or amend their statement of events out of fear of further attack by their partner or significant other. If a statement has been taken with the camera on, that can be reviewed and also submitted as evidence, strengthening the case against the attacker. Footage captured by body worn cameras during domestic abuse calls can also prove useful to higher ranking police officers. It allows them to see how domestic abuse varies from location to location or how environmental factors may be causing attacks to occur more often. This data can then be used to direct crucial resources to the worst affected victims. There are however times when police officers feel that the victim of an assault will feel more comfortable and open up more when the cameras are off, but this is down to their discretion. 
Data can be collected in many ways. Body worn cameras are an excellent source of information as the cameras capture video and sound when turned on. Other methods of collecting data include public surveys, crime statistics and crime maps. A very important part of using data to strategize new policing plans is to make sure that the data collected is reliable. According to Crooks (2020), there are four steps to determine whether data is reliable and can be used. You need to ask is the information “Original, comprehensive, current and reliable”. If a piece of data meets all these requirements, then it can be used to develop a plan or strategy. Ideal data would be something that has come from the original source, should provide sufficient information, be up to date and from a reliable source such as the national crime agency. It is very important for different police forces and agencies to share intelligence and data with each other as it will not only aid in capturing wanted criminals and preventing further crimes, but it also helps forces understand how to resolve an issue another force may have already dealt with or encountered. 
Overall, there are many advantages to body worn cameras such as better collection of evidence at scenes of crime and many disadvantages of cameras such as concerns over invasion of privacy. From an evidence-based policing point of view, body worn cameras are a crucial asset in collecting reliable data to assist in developing new strategies and improving policing in general. 
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