A Grammar, Vocabularies and
Exercises for Sections One-Twenty

Introduction

Alphabet and pronunciation

THE ALPHABET

(alpha) pronounced ‘cup’ or ‘calm’
(beta) pronounced ‘b’ as in English
(gamma) a hard ‘g’, like ‘got’
(delta) a clean™* ‘d’, like ‘dot’
(epsilon) short ‘e’ like ‘pet’

(zeta) like ‘wisdom’

(eta) pronounced as in ‘hair’
(theta) — blow a hard* ‘t’ (‘zare’)
(iota) like ‘bin’ or like ‘bead’
(kappa) a clean* ‘k’ like ‘skin’
(lambda) like “lock’

(mu) like ‘mock’

(nu) like ‘net’

(xi) like ‘box’

(omicron) a short ‘0’, like ‘pot’
(pi) a clean* ‘p’, like ‘spot’

(rho) arolled ‘r’, like ‘rrat’
(sigma) a soft ‘s’, like ‘sing’

(tau) a clean ‘t’, like ‘sting’
(upsilon) French ‘lune’ or German ‘Miiller
(phi) — blow a hard* ‘p’, like ‘pool’
(khi) — blow a hard* ‘c’, like ‘cool’
(psi) as in ‘lapse’

(omega) like ‘saw’

Fal
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* ‘Clean’ indicates no ‘h’ sound; ‘blow hard’ indicates plenty of ‘h’ aspiration (e.g. ¢ as in ‘top-hole’).

Diphthongs

at as in ‘high’

av as in ‘how’
otasin ‘boy’

vt as in French ‘huit’
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Digraphs
g1 (fiancé) and ov (boo) are single sounds
g0- pronounce both elements separately

Double-consonants

yy as in ‘finger’; y is sounded as ng in Yk , yX , Y& , and yp.
Tt as ‘ra-trap’, AA as ‘wholly’, should be dwelt on.

Sigma and iota subscript

Observe that ¢ is used at the end of words, while o is used elsewhere (e.g. oTao1G,
‘revolt’). Sometimes 1 is printed underneath a preceding o (), n (1) and w (W),
when it is called ‘iota subscript’ (Latin, ‘written under’). It is always written
‘adscript’ in capitals, e.g. tipn — TIMHL

Breathings
m ‘Rough’ breathing
All words that begin with a vowel have a breathing. * above a lower-case vowel,

or in front of a capital, indicates the presence of an ‘h’ sound, e.g. 6pog = horos
(‘marker’), 6mAitng = hoplites (‘hoplite’), ‘EAAag = Hellas (‘Greece’).

@ ‘Smooth’ breathing

" above a lower-case vowel, or in front of a capital, indicates the absence of ‘h’
sound, e.g. 6pog = oros (‘mountain’), dTopog = atomos (‘atom’).

m Diphthongs

Note that, on a diphthong and digraph, the breathing comes on the second vowel,
e.g. Aloyulog, Aeschylus.

Punctuation

Greek uses ; for a question-mark (?) and - for a colon (:) or semi-colon (;).
Otherwise, punctuation is as in English.

Vowel-length

Diphthongs and the vowels 1 and w are always pronounced long; o and € are
always pronounced short. A macron is used to indicate where «, 1, v are pro-
nounced long (&, 1, 0) in learning vocabularies, total vocabularies and tables in
the Grammar. A vowel with a circumflex accent ™ or iota subscript  is long, need-
ing no macron to mark it.

* Further information on the whole subject of alphabet and pronunciation is given in the Reference
Grammar.

Transliteration

Most Greek letters convert simply into English, e.g. p and T become ‘b’ and ‘t’.

Alphabet and pronunciation 3

But some are not so obvious. Note in particular:

(=sdorz
Yy=ng
n=e

0 =th
K=cork

-0V = -um or -on
-0G = -US Or -08
v=yoru

X =chorkh

Y =ps

'EXERCISES

1. Write the following Greek words (which you will meet in Section 1) in their
English form:*

Bulavtiov HapBevyv
AkondmoAg ‘ Xiog
Ebowx AKPOTOALG
ZnvéBepig EUTOpIOV
‘Hyéotparog

*You will see these words have accents. They are explained at 343, 344-8.

2. Write the following English words in their Greek form:
(a) for a word that begins with a vowel, mark the ‘smooth’ breathing over the
vowel, e.g. Electron = AAekTpov
(b) for a word that begins with an ‘h’, write the vowel which follows ‘h’ and
then mark the rough breathing over it . Thus historia = icTopia.
(c) diphthongs place the breathing over the second vowel, e.g. eugenés =
EVYEVIG.

drama, panthér, crocus, geranium, hippopotamus, ibis, asbestos, character,
sceéné, Periclés, Sophocles, Euripidés, *Hippocratés, comma, colon, Socratés,
Zeus, Artemis, *Heracles, asthma, dyspepsia, cinéma, orchéstra, mélon, iris.

* With English capital ‘H’, write the vowel which follows the H as a capital, and put the ‘rough’
breathing before it, e.g. Homeros, ‘Ounpog (Homer).



A Grammar, Vocabularies and Exercises for Sections One-Twenty 1-3

Grammatical introduction

This section introduces some basic terms of grammar for you when translating
from Greek into English. The grammar of a language explains simply how it
works, and it does this by using various technical terms, the most important of
which are introduced below.

Those who are familiar with these terms (e.g. because they have already stud-
ied Latin) should neverthless read 67 for its introduction to some basic princi-
ples of Greek.

BASIC TERMS

Below you will find some of the basic technical terms of grammar.

Noun
‘The woman persuades the man.’

1. In this sentence ‘woman’ and ‘man’ are NOUNS. Nouns name things or
people, e.g. potato, telephone, Chloe, honesty, courage. Cf. ‘The dog pursues
Charlotte.’

Gender

2. Gender is a grammatical term and has nothing to do with males and females.
Nouns come in three ‘genders’ in Greek — MASCULINE, FEMININE and
NEUTER. Compare French or Spanish, which have two genders, masculine
and feminine: ‘le soleil’ and ‘el sol’ [‘the sun’ in French and Spanish] are
MASCULINE, but ‘la lune’ and ‘la luna’ [‘the moon’] are FEMININE. The
gender of a noun in a given language DOES NOT CHANGE. So ‘the moon’
is ALWAYS feminine in Spanish and French.

Verb and clause
‘The woman persuades the man.’

3. (a) The word ‘persuades’ is a VERB. Verbs are usually ‘action-words’ —
bring, win, walk, complain: ‘I bring’, ‘you win’, ‘they complain’. They
can also express a state: ‘she is’, ‘he remains’. The verb tells us what is
being done or happening in a sentence: ‘The dog pursues Charlotte.’ All
the verbs quoted here are FINITE verbs. This means they have a person
(‘T, ‘he’ etc.), a TENSE (all referring to present time in the examples
given) and 2 MOOD (here ‘indicative’: they indicate something is the
case. See p.369(iv)).

(b) Sentences often contain numbers of CLAUSES. Each clause has a FINITE
verb in it, e.g. “When Chloe left, although she forgot her glasses, she did
not return to pick them up.” The finite verbs here are ‘left’, ‘“forgot’,
‘return’ — but not ‘pick’.
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(c) We define these clauses in relation to each other. ‘SUBORDINATE’
clauses are introduced by words like ‘when’, ‘although’, ‘so that’, ‘if”,
‘pecause’, ‘since’ and so on. When you have removed all the subordinat-
ing clauses, you are left with the MAIN CLAUSE and the MAIN VERB
(or verbs). In the example in (b), ‘return’ is the main verb.

a

Definite article

‘The woman persuades the man.’

4. ‘The’ is what is known as the DEFINITE ARTICLE in English. As we shall
see when we meet the definite article (def. art.) in Greek in the grammar for
Section 1 A-B, it plays an extremely important role in translation from Greek
into English.

Subject and object

“The woman persuades the man.’

5. The SUBJECT of the sentence above is ‘the woman’ — the woman is doing the
persuading. The subject, in grammar, is the person or thing doing the action
of the verb. This is very important. The subject is NOT what the sentence is
about, but is the person or thing performing the verb: ‘I bring the potatoes,’
‘She wins the cup,” ‘The dog pursues Charlotte.’

The OBJECT of the sentence above is ‘the man’ — the woman is persuading
the man. The object is the person or thing on the receiving end of the verb.
Examples: ‘You bite the apple,” “Toby likes sport,” “The dog pursues Charlotte.’

WORD SHAPE AND WORD ORDER

6. One of the most important differences between Greek and English is that in
English it is the order of the words which tells you what a sentence means,
but in Greek it is the changing shape of the words. For example, in English
the following two sentences mean very different things:

“The woman persuades the man.’

“The man persuades the woman.’

The difference in meaning between these two sentences lies in the word order.
This tells you who or what is doing the persuading. In the first ‘the woman’ comes
before ‘persuades’ and this tells you the woman is persuading. In the second ‘the
man’ comes before ‘persuades’ and so it is the man who is persuading.

Now read the following two sentences in Greek:

N yuvh neifer OV AvBpwmov.

‘The woman persuades the man’
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v yuvaika meifer O dvBpwmog What are the SUBJECTS in each of these sentences? What are the OBJECTS?

| | | | | Now examine the same sentences in Greek:
‘The woman persuades the man. eyt - .
0 ‘Hyéotpatog 0pd tov Znvobepiv.
Both sentences have the same word order in Greek: woman — persuades

. € WO 0 ZnvdBeuic Srwker ToUC vadTag.
— man. But the meaning is quite different: the first means “The woman per- Hio 6 s

suades the man, but the second, despite the order of the words, in fact means 1 yov nei@et Tov ‘Hyéotpatov.
‘Th.e man persuades the woman’. What is going on? How can we tell which is What are the differences between the Greek for ‘[the] Hegestratos’ when
which? o . . ' Hegestratos is SUBJECT and when he is OBJECT? What form would ‘[the]
— In Greek it is the shape of the words which tells you what job any word Zenothemis’ have if he were the SUBJECT?

is doing and therefore what a sentence as a whole means — in this case,

who is persuading whom. The changes to words in Greek usually (but not Case

always) come at the end of words. The grammatical term for these different word shapes is CASE. Nouns in Greek
Now look at the changes of word shape in the two sentences given above. have a d1fferent shape, a different CASE, according to whether they are subject
You will observe that 1} yovn contrasts with trjv yuvaika, and tov dvBpwnov or objectin a sentence.
with 6 &vBpwoc. The reason is as follows: We have already met several examples of different cases in Greek:

— In the first sentence ‘the woman’ is the subject (the woman is doing the
persuading) and the Greek form for ‘the woman-as-subject’ is 1 yovil. | |
— In the second, she is the object (she is on the receiving end of the persua- . . .
' object 18 - g p The woman (subject) persuades the man (object).
sion) and the Greek form for that is Trv yvvaika (now you know where

N yovn neibear OV GvBpwmov.

‘gynaecology’ comes from). TV yuvaika nelBe 6 &vBpwrog
— 1In the same way, ‘the man’ is the subject in the second sentence and the | I

Greek form is 6 &v0 PWTOC; “The woman (object) persuades  the man (subject).’
—  but when he is the object in the first sentence, the Greek is Tov dvBpwmov. The cases in Greek have different names:
— Notice also how the def. art. changes as well: itis 6 (masculine) or 1] (fem-

inine) when its noun is the subject, but tév (masculine) or tjv (feminine) The case of the subject is the NOMINATIVE case.

when its noun is the object. The case of the object is the ACCUSATIVE case.

1] yovr) is the nominative of ‘the woman’ in Greek, and trv yuvaixa is the accu-
sative. ‘The woman’ has the shape 1 yvvr], the nominative case, when it is the
subject of a sentence (e.g. when the woman persuades someone), but when ‘the
woman’ is the object of a sentence (e.g. when someone persuades the woman), it
has the shape v yuvaika, the accusative.

Other cases and word shapes of verbs will be explained later.

» RULE: pay close attention at all times to the changes in word shape in
Greek. There are also examples of changing word shapes in English,
usually left-overs from an earlier period. For example:

— ‘T, ‘he’ and ‘she’ are the subject shapes of the sentence;
—  ‘me’, ‘him’ and ‘her’ the shapes for the object and everything else.
—  So “There is a dispute between me, him and her’, not ‘between I, he and she’.

CASE: SUBJECT AND OBJECT

7. Look at the following sentences in English (and note that, while in English
we say ‘Hegestratos’, in Greek it is common to say ‘the Hegestratos’):

‘[The] Hegestratos sees [the] Sdenothemis.

‘[The] Sdenothemis chases the sailors.’

“The woman persuades [the] Hegestratos.’
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Grammar for Section 1A-B

In this section you cover:

e The definite article ‘the’, 0 1 T6

e The principle of ‘agreement’

e Adjectives like kaAdg kaAr] KaAdv
e The vocative case

VOCABULARY CHECK

Ensure you know the meaning of:

apo Eneita

d¢ Kai
dedpo ol

&YW TE . .. Kal

VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR 9 (p.9)

0 papwddg the rhapsode
OV paPwddv the rhapsode

Baivw I go €oT1v is

Baiver he/she/it goes 01 16 the

¢v Bulavti in 0 vavt the sailor
Byzantium ol vadtat the sailors

7 Yfj the land op&oat [they] see

Trv yfiv the land 16 TtAoiov the ship

‘DECLENSION’ OF THE DEFINITE ARTICLE

8. We have met several examples of the def. art. in Greek, which corresponds
to ‘the’ in English: & mAoiov, ‘the ship’, 6 kvBepvitng, ‘the helmsman’,
ot vadron, ‘the sailors’. Here is the def. art. set out in the traditional pattern
common to all adjectives and nouns (called a ‘declension’), showing how def.

art. ‘declines’:

The definite article 9, 1}, t6, ‘the’

m.
Nominative )
Accusative év
Genitive T00
Dative W

Singular

:gx 31_5‘\:"&
o<

5]
0
o0
™%

¥
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The definite article 6, 11, T6, ‘the’ (continued)

Plural
m. £ n.
Nominative ol ol T :
Accusative 100G Tag gt
Genitive v WV TV
Dative TOig Taig T01g

You have already met the nominative and accusative cases. We shall be con-
centrating on these for the moment. But you can see that there are two other
cases, the genitive (often meaning ‘of’) and dative (often meaning ‘to’, ‘for’ or

‘by’).

» It is essential that you learn all these forms now. Their functions
will be fully discussed later. The cases will often be referred to in their
shortened forms as nom., acc., gen. and dat.

The principle of agreement
9. Translate the following sentences:

6 popdoc Paiver.
10 TAOTOV oty év Bulavti.

i1 - € ~ M ~ by 3 € ’
ol varor 6p&ot TV Yijv kol Tov paPedév.

‘What marks the SUBJECT in each of them? What marks the OBJECT (note
there is no object in the first two sentences)? The reason the article is 6 when
‘the rhapsode’ is the SUBJECT and t6v when ‘the rhapsode’ is the OBJECT
is that the article changes to AGREE with the noun with which it is linked.
That is to say, it changes form according to:

® the GENDER of its noun (i.e. whether the noun is masculine, feminine or
neuter — remember the GENDER of a noun never changes),

® the CASE its noun is in (e.g. nom. if it is the subject),

® and the NUMBER of the noun (i.e. whether it is SINGULAR or
PLURAL). '

If the noun with which the article is linked is MASCULINE, NOM., and
SINGULAR, the article will also be MASCULINE, NOM., and SINGULAR.
This is what we mean by saying the article is ‘agreeing’ with its noun. So:

1 yov} neiber tov &vBpwmov. (‘The woman persuades the man.”)

—___L_—
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attached. Those who have studied Latin, which does not have a def. art.,
will realise how enormously helpful this is.

‘The woman’ = 1] yuvr] when ‘the woman’ is the subject, because 1 yovr is
FEMININE, NOM., SINGULAR. What would be the form of the def. art. if ‘the
woman’ were the object?

EXERCISE

1A-B: 1. Name the GENDER, CASE, and NUMBER (where possible) of the {ol-
lowing def. art. + noun combinations (guess again at the meaning of the nouns):

dpa dkovEL kai o OV Pdgov; (‘Do you also hear the noise?”)

“The noise’ = tov Pdpov when ‘the noise’ is the object, because Po@ov is
MASCULINE, ACC., SINGULAR. What would be the form of the def. art. if

‘the noise’ were the subject? 1. T oknVvi] 6. 0 doOua (2
R ns . - ; . . 2.1 dnpokpatia 7. toi¢ deondtang L -
ol vattat sloPaivovorv eig to whoiov. (“The sailors go onto the ship.”) 3. 10 vedpov 8. TV oMYV c{_@\\"s E _
‘The sailors’ = oi vaUtat when ‘the sailors’ are the subject, because vavrat is 4. to¥ okeletod 9. & xpavia
MASCULINE, NOM., PLURAL. What would the form of the def. art. be if ‘the 5. Tovg 6¢BaAOUg 10. tfi¢ Tpaywdiag

sailors’ were the object?

oD éoTv 1} dkpdmolic; (‘Where is the Acropolis?”) VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR 11

1 axpomoAig the acropolis

KaASG kaAr] KaAdv beautiful, fine; good
70 vewpiov the dockyard

0 MopBevadv the Parthenon

‘The Acropolis’ = 1] akpdnoAig when ‘the Acropolis’ is the subject, because
dxpdnoAig is FEMININE, NOM., SINGULAR. What would the form of the def.
art. be if ‘the Acropolis’ were the object?

The def. art. is your anchor in the sentence:

> See o1, and you know the noun it goes with is subject, plural, mascu- ADJECTIVES

line.
. : Sl ) 8. : 10. So far you have met two Greek ADJECTIVES (i.e. a ‘describing-word’, e.g.
> h - 3
Stz O | GO SO s bl T e S red, brave, tall, honest). They are ‘the’ and kaAd¢, ‘fine, beautiful’. koAdg

Bueinhioiy declines (see 8) as follows:
» So even if you do not know how the NOUN changes, the def. art. will ' ¥

tell you exactly the function in the sentence of the noun it agrees with.
kaA-0¢ -1} -Ov, “fine, beautiful, good’

See how useful the def. art is by doing the following examples. You have not Singular
yet met or learned any of the nouns involved, though you can have a guess at . f i
their meaning. But you can tell a great deal about them by the preceding def. Non. KaA-6¢ KaA-1 KOA-GV
art. So, using each word’s def. art. as your guide to the answer, write down the Acc. KaA-6v KaA-Av KoA-Gv
GENDER, CASE, and NUMBER (where possible) of each: Gen. KOA-0D kaA-fig KoA-00

v A (cf. ‘political’) ii¢ druoxpartiog Dat. KOA-G KOA-f] KoA-Q

1oV PaciAéa (cf. ‘basil’, king of herbs) 6 'Ourpw Vocative KOA-€

ol yépovteg (cf. ‘gerontologist’) TGOV GTdUwv

Tag tpinpelg (cf. ‘trireme’) TATC TEXVALS Plural

Would trjv méAv be SUBJECT or OBJECT in a sentence? o ! , o

What about of yépovrec? Nont. Koc?\—m, Koc)\—c_ia K(X)\—(/X

The def. art. tells you this even if you have learnt nothing at all about the noun Ace. KO()\—?UC Ka)\—ofg Ka)\_of
or the ways it changes. Gen. Ka?\—co~v Ka?\—uiv KOA-Gv

Dat. KaA-oic KaA-a1g KaA-oig

» RuLE: always PAY THE CLOSEST ATTENTION to the def. art.:
it will tell you immediately the function of the noun to which it is
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R
» Observe that a new case has been added. the VOCATIVE (voe.). It is 1. 6 — xuPepvriTng 6. TV ~ dKkpOTOALY
used when addressing people ('O man”). In many cases, the nom. and 2. 10 — mhoiov 7. tov — Tapbevidva :‘i Ny ! - L_*
voce. forms are identical; so it is added to the declension only where 3. ol — £pyov 8. Tai¢ — Poaig Ao 2 A
it is different from the nom. lts function will be fully discussed later 4. tag —Abrvag 9. ® — mhoiw
(see 22). ' 5. toi¢ — &vBpwmolg 10. tfj — dxpomdAer —

Agreement of adjectives SUMMARY LEARNING VOCABULARY FOR SECTION 1A-B

11. Observe how kaAdg changes in each of these sentences: The Summary Learning Vocabularies, which occur from time to time

throughout the Grammar for revision and testing purposes, contain all the
words now needing to be learned. Some you should have learned already
from the Running Vocabularies; others will have been used in the Exercises.
The words listed in these places will be used extensively in the ensuing
Revision Exercise

¢ KaASS g0ty O TapOevdv.
kaAr] 8¢ i dxpdmoAig.
WG KaAGV 0Tt TO Ve pLOV.

Why does it change? For the same reason that the def. art. does: the form of
kaAd¢ changes to AGREE with its noun in GENDER, CASE, and NUMBER.

axpdmoMg, 1 acropolis
@ Inthe sentences above, [TapBfsvwv is MASCULINE, NOM., SINGULAR, &pa indicates a question
so the definite article has the form & (which itself tells us all of this infor- Baiva (Ba-)* I come, go, walk
mation), and the adjective has the form kaAd¢, which is MASCULINE, i, 0 land
NOM., SINGULAR. §& and, but -
® Contrast this with dkpdmoAig, which is FEMININE, NOM., SINGULAR, Sedpo over here
so that its definite article has the form 1} and its adjective the form kaAr], £y I (sometimes emphatic)
which is also FEMIN]NE, NOM, SINGULAR (lt AGREES with its noun émelta then, next
in GENDER, CASE, NUMBER) Kat and, also
KaA-6¢ 1 Ov beautiful, fine, good
» In other words, just like def. art. 6 1} t6. the endings of kaAdg change vadTne, 6 sailor
according to the GENDER, CASE, and NUMBER of'its accompanying VEWpIOV, T6 dockyard
noun. 616 the
MapOevwyv, 6 the Parthenon
Observe how similar the endings of kaxA-4¢ -1} -6v are to the def. art., making mAoiov, 6 vessel, ship
it easy to learn if you know 6 1 0. papwddc, 6 thapsode
_ a0 you (s.)
> There is an important lesson here: learn one set of forms in ancient € ... kat... A and B, both A and B
Greek and you will be able to apply them across many others. tic who? what?
) O (addressing someone)

From now on, masculine, feminine and neuter will be denoted by m., f., and

n.; and singular and plural by s. and pl. * Asterisked words contain very important alternative stems (in brackets) which must be learned
now. Their significance will be explained later. Stems are parts of words that do not change.

EXERCISE i
1A-B: 2. Write the correct form of kaA-6¢ -f| -6v for the following nouns ' TAKING STOCK
(remember you can tell their GENDER, CASE, and NUMBER from their 1. Can you decline 6 and KaAdQ?
def. art.), e.g. TOV — Pépov = oV kKaAdV Pépov. See if you can remember the 2. Do you understand the principles of agreement between noun and adjective?

meaning of any of the nouns:
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Grammar for Section 1C-D

In this section you cover:

e \erbs ending in -w (present ‘tense’, indicative ‘mood’, active ‘voice’)
Tense, mood, voice, person and number

Compound verbs (with prefixes)

The imperative [command/order] ‘mood’

The vocative case

| VOCABULARY CHECK

Ensure you know the meaning of:

A6 TiMEiC ooV
GANG 14| i
Paivw ol vabtal bueic
Yép 00, UK, 00 wg
Eywye o0dév

VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR THE EXERCISES

katoPaivw I descend, go/come down
UHévw I remain, wait for
@ebyw I run off, flee I

dxoVw I hear, listen
| BAénw Ilook (at)
didokw I pursue
elofatvw I go [onto], on board

VERBS IN -w

12. CONJUGATION is the technical term for a set of verb forms (cf. ‘declen-
sion’, 8). Here is the conjugation of Paivw ‘I go/am going/do go’, in the
present indicative active: '

Baivw ‘I go/am going/do go’

Stem  Ending  Meaning Description

Paiv- ‘I go’, ‘I am going’ first person s. (1 s.)
Paiv- &g ‘you go’, ‘you are going’  second person s. (2 5.)
Paiv- &1 ‘he/she/it goes’ (etc.) third person s. (3 s.)
Baiv-  opev ‘we go’ first person pl. (1 pl.)
Batv-  ere ‘you go’ second person pl. (2 pl.)
Paiv-  ovoi(v)  ‘they go’ third person pl. (3 pl.)

i
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Form and use of verbs

In the technical description ‘Present indicative active’:

> ‘Present’ shows the trense (other ‘tenses’ are e.g. future, ‘I shall -,
imperfect I was -ing", etc.) )

» ‘Indicative’ shows the mood (in this case, it indicates that something
is happening; the other *moods’ are imperative, infinitive, subjunctive,
and optative)

> ‘Active’ shows the voice (thal it is the subject doing the action; the two
other ‘voices’ are ‘middle’ and ‘passive’).

m Tense

13. Verbs (in Greek and in English) have different TENSES, that is, sets of dif-
ferent forms which showlwhen the action of the verb takes place, in the past,
present, or future. For example, in English, ‘I go’ is in the present tense, but
‘I went’ is in the past tense, ‘I shall go’ is in the future. The forms of Paivw
conjugated here are the present tense of the Greek verb ‘to go’.

® Mood

14. Verbs also have different ‘moods’: the ‘indicative’ tells you something is
indicated as occurring (or, with the negative ov, oUk, ovY, not occurring!), the
‘imperative’ expresses a command (‘learn this!’), and so on.

m Voice

15.The ‘active’ voice tells you that the subject is doing the action (‘Charlotte
is carrying the book’); the ‘passive’ voice that something is being done to
the subject (‘the book is being carried’). The passive voice will be met and
learned later.

m Person and number
16a. The forms of a verb differ according to NUMBER, that is whether the verb
is s. or pl., and PERSON. There are three persons:

first person ‘T, s. ‘we’, pL.

second person ‘you’, s. and pl. (Greek uses different forms for s. and pl.
‘you’.)

third person ‘he/shefit’, s., ‘they’, pl.

In English we indicate the PERSON of a verb by using a pronoun like ‘I’ or
‘you’, but in Greek it is the ENDING of the verb which tells you the person:

‘you go’ (or ‘go-you’ as a Greek would hear it)

Batv-g1c

Baiv-ovel

‘they go’ (‘go-they’)
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All verbs ending in -w like Paivw follow the same pattern of endings. We
have met dkoVw, PAénw, Pebyw, pévw and diwkw. Once you have mastered
Paivw, you will know the endings of all of these other verbs also (indeed,
most verbs in Greek). The golden rule again: learn one set of forms, and you
can apply them to many other sets.

m ‘Thematic’' verbs

16b. All -w verbs are also ‘thematic’. A ‘thematic’ verb is one consisting of
stem + ‘thematic’ vowel + person endings. The ‘thematic’ vowels are:

1s. -o- 1pl. -o-
2s. -g- 2pl.  -¢-
3s. -&- 3pl. -o-

This o € € 0 € o pattern will recur elsewhere.

m Compound verbs

17.In Greek you can make COMPOUND VERBS from simple verbs like Baivw
by adding a prefix. We have seen some examples of this:

gio-Paivw ‘I go into, on board’ (‘into-go-I")

kata-faive ‘I go down’ (‘down-go-I’)

The endings for these compound verbs are the same as for simple Paivw.
Look out for compounds of other simple Greek verbs you meet. The basic
meaning is usually close to, but different from, that of the simple verb. Cf.
English ‘import’, ‘export’, ‘transport’, ‘deport’, ‘report’, etc.

EXERCISES

1C-D: 1. Translate into English:
1. o0k aKovEIC 6. Baivovet
2. PAémopev 7. o0 PAénete
3. yévovorv 8. dkoveL
4. 00 @evyel 9. pedyeig
5. dudkelg 10. péver

1C-D: 2. Translate into Greek. Remember one Greek word will often corre-
spond to several English words for the same action (e.g. ‘you are going’ =
Baivelc). In this exercise, all the answers are one word in Greek:

1. They hear 6. He is running for it
2. She is looking at 7. They chase

3.You (pl.) pursue 8.You (s.) look at
4.1 am going 9. We are waiting

5. They do not remain 10. He does not hear

|
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IMPERATIVE

18. The imperative ‘mood’ is the form of a verb which is used to express orders
or commands, e.g. ‘stop!’ in English.

Baive ‘go!’ .
Boiv-€ ‘gol’ s. (telling one person to go)
Baiv-ete ‘gol’ pl. (telling more than one person to go)

Form and use of imperatives
19. Translate and observe the differences between the following two Greek
sentences:
0 Znvobewig Paivel.
O ZnvéBep, Paive.
While Baivel is the indicative ‘mood’, showing that Sdenothemis is going,
Paive is in the imperative ‘mood’, ordering him to go. Again, all regular verbs
ending in -w follow this pattern of imperative endings.
B An ambiguity

20. You may have noticed a problem here. The pl. imperative mood, Paivete is
identical to that of the second person pl. indicative mood. So Baivete could
mean either ‘go!’ (pl.) or ‘you (pl.) are going’. Only the context can give you
the right answer. For ‘mood’, see p. 369 (iv).

m Ordering someone not to

21.In Greek, to make an imperative negative, i.e. to tell someone NOT to do
something, put ut] before the imperative:

un Poive ‘do not go!’ (s.)
un Patvete ‘do not go!” (pl.)
» So: the imperative is a ‘mood’, expressing an order (negative ur]): and

the 2pl. imperative and 2pl. indicative, having identical forms, need to
be distinguished by context.

22. In the sentence ¢ Znvé0ep, Paive, the form ZnvéBept is in the VOC. case.
» The VOC. is the ‘calling” CASE — used when someone is being called

or addressed (cf. ‘Play it again, Sam"). Its form is frequently identical to
the nom. (see 10).
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The voc. is often prefaced with & in Greek, and is usually found with
IMPERATIVES (as Baive above) or second-person verbs (e.g. Paiveig and
Baivete, ‘you are going’). The voc. is sometimes distinguished from the nom.
in the s.; in the pl., nom. and voc. are always the same, .g.

Grammar for Section 1E-F

In this section you cover:

® ‘Contract’ verbs (-dw, -éw, -0w): present indicative and imperative
o Rules of ‘contract’

® Adverbs (' -ly)

ol vaital tov ‘Hyéotpatov diwkouvoty.

& vabtal, S1OKETE.

3. O vaoTal, SIOKETE

8. Paivere

VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR THE EXERCISES

- EXERCISE _ -
' 1C-D: 3. Translate into English (specify whether the imperative is s. or pl. —unless VOCABULARY CHECK
N you think the imperative mood is not being used ...): Ensure you know the meaning of:
| 1. Boive 6. ur} PAénete pflv Lo O T“ﬁj OEAVTOV
tf:‘ ' 2. BAéne 7. kataPaivere | otgot 100;

4. qxove
5. pebyete

SUMMARY LEARNING VOCABULARY FOR SECTION 1C-D

9. & ‘Hyéotparte, ur| uéve
10. ur} eioPaivere

akpiB-&¢ accurately, closely kaA®g finely, beautifully
Pabéwc deeply - . Opdw see

Ponbéw help, run to help moiéw make, do

NAdw show, reveal oapag clearly

drodw hear, listen kakG¢ badly, evilly

aAne7 the truth _

GAAG but, alternatively

PAEnwW look (at)

§1wKoo chase, pursue 23. Verbs ending in -w like Baivw are the ‘normal’ Greek verbs which we met
sywvsl ’ . I at least/at any rate in the Grammar for 1C-D. Verbs whose stem (the part that does not change)
Ts(}l}clsgzww (eloPa-) :Jleter, board ends in a vowel, like opd-w, ‘I see’, have slightly different endings. These are

kataPaivew (katapa-)
wévw (pewa-)

go/come down
remain, wait for

called CONTRACTED or CONTRACT verbs. There are three types, named
after the vowels in which their original stem ended. These are:

i don’t! a-contracts (e.g. 0pd-w);

0V, 0UK, 00X no, not g-contracts (e.g. To1€-w, ‘I do/make’); and

Ty nothing t INAd-w, ¢ ’

o0V s0, then, really, therefore 0-contracts (e.g. oAG-w, T show”).

15{ what? They will be shown uncontracted (that is, with that vowel still present) in the
Dpeig you (pl.) vocabularies.

PEVYW flee, run away/off Note that contraction is confined to verbs whose stem ends in o-, €- or o-. So
G ]| verbs like keAgv-w or kAai-w are NOT contract verbs, but take endings like

TAKING STOCK

1. Can you confidently conjugate Baivw?
2. Do you know the imperative forms and their negative?

*1 earn now the stems in brackets. They will come into play later on.

Paiv-w.

Forming contract verbs

24, Note that the uncontracted forms are given first in each of the three columns
(it is, of course, the contracted forms you will be using to read and write).
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6pd-w—0p-® I see’, mor-w—mo1-& ‘I make, do’, INAS-w— dnA-id ‘I show’

a-contract g-contract o-contract
Is. opd-w —  0p-® mol-w —  TOL-G IAé-w —  nA-@
2s. opd-e1g—  Op-Gg TO1é-61 —  TOL-E§ SnAd-e1c —>  dnA-olg
3s. bpd-e1—  Op-& molé-EL —  TOL-€1 Aé-e1—  dnh-ol
Ipl. opé-opev — Op-GHEV  TIOLE-OpEV — To-00pEV  dnAd-opev — dnA-obpev
2pl. bpd-ete — Op-GTE TO1é-€TE —  TOL-EITE dnAé-ete — Snh-odte
3pl. dpd-ovel — Op-GOL To1é-0v01 — TO1-0001 dnAb-ovct — dnA-odot

Rules of contract

25.1n early Greek, such verbs were uncontracted. But over time the contract
vowel began to blend with the endings to produce a new-look ending, which
you can see above. It is rather like English ‘T’ve’, ‘he’s’, ‘they’re’. The pattern
of the contractions is entirely predictable, according to the following table. To
use it, find the first vowel in the left-hand column and the second in the top
row — where they intersect is the contraction which you get when these two
vowels come together in that order. For example, a + e =0, whilee + a=1.

o € €l ! n n o |ov | o | @ ©
o a « ol at o | w | w ) ) W

€ n €L | €L | € n n | ov|ov| o | w w -
S w | ov| ot | o1 | w | ot ] ov|ov | o | w ®

® A learning strategy for contracts

On the grounds that learning the whole chart off by heart could well induce con-
tractions, two options are available:

(a) Learn just the contractions relevant to this tense, ie.

1. @ + o/ov/w = w, o+ €/er=a (1 goes subscript)
2.e+w=w, €+¢glei=¢€, €+o/ov=o0v
3.0+w=w, 0+ ¢&/o/ov=ov,anything withiota =o01

(b) Learn the contract verbs as mere variations on verbs ending in -w like Paivw.

Compare their endings in the present indicative active below with those of Baivw:
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Uncontracted a-contract e-~contract o-contract
Batv- Opa- TOL€- dMAS-

1. Patv-w op-® ToL-& MA-®

2s. Paiv-g1g 0p-Gg TOL-£1¢ dnA-oig

3s. Baiv-g1 op-Q TO1-£1 dnA-ol

Ipl.  Paiv-opgv Op-Guev TO1-00HEV dnA-oluev

2pl.  Paiv-ete op-ate TOL-€1TE dnA-olte

3pl. Paiv-ovoi(v) Op-Goi(v) mot-oUo1(v) dnA-oboi(v)

> Again, the golden rule applies: when you have learnt the contracted forms
of opd-w, moié-w and dnAd-w, you will be able to recognise and form the
present indicative active of all contract verbs.

EXERCISES

1E-F: 1. Translate into English:
1. 6pdg 6. Ponbeig
2. 6pd 7. dnAoig = ot
3. dpdowv 8. TO1€lg O AN _2_ 2,
4. moroluev 9. dnhodte
5. dnAobotv 10. PonBei

1E-F: 2. Translate into Greek (n.b. one-word answers throughout):

1. They see 6. He makes
2. She makes 7. They do
3.You (pl.) do 8. You (s.) show

4.1 show 9. We see
5. They are helping 10. He is doing

1E-F: 3. Write the contracted form of the following verbs (you do not need to
know what the verbs mean):

1. tipd-w 6. aobevé-1

2. yaué-g1g 7. éAevBepd-opev
3. olké-ovet 8. Eamard-el

4. oryd-opev 9. vooé-w

5. GoePé-ete 10. Tipd-€te

CONTRACT IMPERATIVES

26. Contract verbs also have imperatives. You will be able to predict what those
forms will be by using the chart at 25 above. But consult the following chart,
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again comparing contracts with Baivw:
Adjective Gen. masc. pL. Adverb
&pa ‘see!’, noiel ‘do!/make!’, dtAov ‘show!’ . ety .

kaA-6¢ “fine/beautiful KaA-Qv . kaA-@¢ “finely/beautifully’
Kax-0¢ ‘bad/evil’ KOK-QV &g ¢ illy’

uncontracted ~ a-contracts g-contracts o-contracts oop-i “clear’ Up-GV zg; w(bi ‘b:;ldlyl/e,vﬂly

-y -@g ‘clearly
Pab-vg ‘deep’ Bad-£wy Bab-€wg ’
od 14 € b 1 ¢ » 4 3 2 y , —_ - s deeply
s. Poiv-e Gp-a ‘see! noi-e1 ‘do!/make! MA-ov ‘show! dxpip-vic ‘accurate’ &piB-Gov &KpTB-Gic ‘accurately’

pl. Paiv-ete  Op-dte ‘see!’  mov-eite ‘do!/makel’ dnA-odte ‘show!’

» The rule, then. is that adverbs (which do not change their forms) are mostly
formed by substituting ¢ for the v at the end of the m. gen. pl. form of the

m Accent on e-contract imperatives
adjective. So most adverbs end with -@¢ or -€wg.

27. Pay particular attention to the accent on imperative s. active mofet (‘do!”). This
distinguishes it from the third person s. indicative active motel (‘he/she/it does’).

SUMMARY LEARNING VOCABULARY FOR SECTION 1E-F

—— | GxpTp-0dG -accurately, closel
1E-F: 4. Translate into English: ' Bawe deeply Y, CIosely
1. Spa 6. uéve ﬁone,s’oo help, run to help
2. moiet 7. Baivere (two translations) 571)\‘1‘*’ show, reveal
3. o€l 8. o1€ig KAKWG badly, evilly
4. 0p& 9. pr) dAov K‘f}\a’q finely, beautifully »
5. uf) Snhodre 10. SnAot HEV .. O ... on the one hand ... on the other
) Olpol alas! Oh dear!
1E-F: 5. Translate into Greek: Spbw see
1. Do not wait! (pl.) 6. He makes T[OT;’ to where?
2. Chase! (s.) 7. Do not do! (s.) TIOLEW make, do
3. Show! (pl.) 8. He sees “°U4~ where (at)?
4. Do not hear! (s.) 9. See! (s.) '! °°“Pw§, clearly
5. Help! (s.) 10. Do not go! (s.) OEAUTOV yourself (s.)

28.In English, adverbs usually end in ‘ly’ — actually, normally, beautifully, 1. Can you conjugate 0pdw in its contracted forms in the present, with the

quickly, slowly. They tell you how or in what way the action of a verb is done, DEEE
2. Can you repeat the exercise with mo1€w?

or they modify (i.e. make a difference to) an adjective. For example:
3. Do you know what an adverb is, and how to form one?

@ ‘He played beautifully’ tells you how someone played (verb);
® ‘Extremely cold’ tells you how cold (adjective) it is.

Forming adverbs
29. Adverbs in Greek do not change form. Observe how these adverbs are formed
from adjectives and deduce the rule:
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Grammar for Section 1G

In this section you cover:

® Nouns like &vBpwmog (‘man’, 2a) and £pyov (‘work’, 2b)
Patterns of ‘declension’

Neuter nouns as subject or object

Adjectives like Nuétepog NUETEPA NUETEPOV
Prepositions like ‘towards’, ‘from’, ‘in’

Particles and their position; enclitics

Translating English into Greek

® 6 & © o o

VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR THE EXERCISES

0 GvBpwmog the man; fellow Kakd¢ 1 Ov bad, evil; cowardly;

SVw sink lowly, mean
70 €pyov the task, work, job; duty 0 kuPepvnArng the captain, helmsman
70 €unodprov the market-hall, 0 Aéupog the boat, life-boat

trading-post olog & ov safe
NUETEPOG -& -0V our(s)

NOUNS: TYPES 2A AND 2B

30. Like def. art. and adjectives, all nouns in Greek — words like dvOpwmog ‘man’
and €pyov ‘work’ — change shape in accordance with their function in the
sentence (e.g. subject or object, s. or pl.). Here are the declensions (see 8 for
this term) of two very common types of noun, labelled 2a and 2b:

avBpwmog, 6 ‘man/fellow’ (2a)

S. pl.
Nom. AavOpwT-0§ dvBpwm-ot
Acc. &vBpw-ov avBpdm-oug
Gen. avBpwm-ov avOpwn-wv
Dat. avlpwm- avOpwm-01g
Voc. O &vBpwr-g

£pyov, 16 ‘task/duty/job/work’ (2b)

s. pl.
Nom. €py-ov €py-a
Acc. €py-ov Epy-a
Gen. g€py-ov Epy-wv

Dat. Epy-w €py-01g
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The declensions
31. Broadly speaking, there are THREE DECLENSIONS in Greek.

® stems in a- (Type 1)
® stems in o- (Type 2)
® 2l the rest (Type 3)

Each DECLENSION or TYPE has a number of sub-types, reflecting slight differ-
ences in the endings used (these sub-types will be called 1a—d, 2a and b, and 3a-h).

» All TYPE 2a nouns follow the same pattern as avOpwnog, while all
TYPE 2b nouns follow the pattern of £pyov: the golden rule, again.

® 2d nouns

32. The endings of the cases of TYPE 2a nouns like &vBpwnog are very similar to those
of the masc. and neut. def. art. (8), and the m. forms of the adjective kaAdc (10).
Most TYPE 2a nouns are m., though there are a few feminines and some (e.g.
&vBpwmnog) which are m. or f.

m 2b nouns

33. Again, the endings of TYPE 2b nouns are similar to those of the neuter def.
art. and the neuter forms of kaAdc. TYPES 2a and 2b therefore have very simi-
lar endings — only nom. and voc. s., and nom., voc., and acc. pl. are different.
TYPE 2b nouns are all neuter. N. nouns are often inanimate, or regarded as
effectively inanimate, e.g. T vewptov and o éundpiov (what do these two nouns
mean?) and some diminutive, perhaps affectionate, like ondiov ‘child, slave’ (1).

Neuter nouns
m Subject or object?

34. Consider the following sentences:
10 whoiov dvel 6 ‘Hyéotpatog.
70 TAoTdV €0tV €v Bulavtiw.

Is 0 mAoiov SUBJECT or OBJECT in the first sentence? What about the
second sentence?

The nom. and acc. s. and nom. and acc. pl. of all n. nouns and adjectives are
identical. Therefore:

» Only the context of the sentence will tell you whether the noun in ques-
tion is subject or object; if it is not immediately clear what the meaning
is, you will have to try both.

> Nor will the def. art. help here, because that too follows the n. ‘rule’: 7o)
is nom. and acc. s., and t@ nom. and acc. pl.
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m Neuter pl. subjects

35. Examine these two sentences:
T EUmOpLd £0T1 KaAL.
& mAofa Baiver.

What is the subject in the first sentence? Is it s. or pl.? Is the verb s. or pl.? Ask
the same questions of the second sentence.

» The conclusion? N. pl. subjects (normally) take a s. verb, as in our
‘examples above.

EXERCISES

1G: 1. Write the correct form of &v8pwmoc or €pyov for the following def. art. +
adjective combinations. Check the gender of the def. art. + adj. to determine
which noun to put with them. Sometimes you can give fwo answers:

1. OV KaAbv — 5. 16 Kak® —
2. T®V KaKDV — 6. TOVG KAKOUG —
3. ol kaAoi - 7. 0 KaAQ —

8. 10 6Qov —

4. T0ig 601G —
1G: 2. Write the correct form of the verb in brackets in the following sentences:

1. & vedpra (are) kaAd. 4. 6 kvPepvhng (sees) TOV
2. ol &vOpwrrot (chase) Tov¢ vahTac. avlpwmov.
3. T éumdpa (make) Tovg AéuPoug. 5. T éumdpuat (are) kakd.

36. There is another type of adjective very similar to adjectives like kaAdc.
Adjectives of the Nuérep-og type have exactly the same endings as kaAd¢ in
the m. and n. s. and pl., and the f. pl. They only differ in the f. s., where they
have a instead of n;

nuétepog -& -ov ‘our(s)’

5.
m. f n.
Nom.  tuétep-og NUETéP-& Nuétep-ov
Acc. nNuétep-ov NUETéP-av NuéTep-ov
Gen. NUETEP-0L THETEP-AC UETEP-0U
Dat. THETEP-w THETEP-( TNHETEP-©
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Nuétepog -d -ov ‘our(s)’ (continued)

pl.
m. f n.
Nom. r:]ps't%pm fuétepat Npétepa
Acc. r‘]pstgpovq NueTépdic Muétepa
Gen. Upetgpwv Nuetépwy Nuetépwv
Dat. TUETEPOIG NUETEPaC nuetépoig

® The, p, e rule

37.1f an adjective ends in -0G in the m. nom. s. and its stern endsin 1, p, ¢, it will
follow the pattern of rﬁpétsp‘oq (i.e. it will have o instead of nin tl;e ,f ;.). For
C){&lllple: the f. nom. s. of Ougtep-og, ‘your(s)’, is 6pstép—§, like fuetép-a
because its stem ends in p. -
Check you understand this by forming all the f. s. forms for the following
nouns:

fx}\]\otpl—oq, ‘someone else’s, alien’
avdpei-og, ‘manly’

KaKk-6¢ ‘evil’

1ox0p-66, ‘strong, powerful’

EXERCISES
1G: 3. Translate the following phrases into Greek, using the correct form of

the def. art., adjective and noun, e.g. “[the] our man’ (nom.) — § fuétepog
dvBpwmoc:

1. The fine land (acc.) 5. The beautiful tasks (nom.)

2. [The] our tasks (dat.) 6. [The] our boat (dat.)

3. The evil men (gen.) 7. The fine market-places (gen.)
4. [The] our men (acc.) 8. The evil men (dat.)

L. tov fjuérepov —
2. TV KakGyv —
3. o0 fluetépoug —

4. 101G Nuetéporg —
5. ©00 kaAof —
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. VOCABULARY NEEDED FOR THE EXERCISES

aro from, away from + gen. £vin + dat.
£1¢ into + acc. npd¢ to, towards + acc.
¢k from, out of + gen. ye at least, at any rate

PREPOSITIONS

38. PREPOSITIONS are words like ‘in’, ‘on’, ‘below’, ‘towards’, ‘to’, followed
by a noun, e.g. ‘in the house’, ‘to the beach’:

® They can indicate place or movement;
® They can express a relationship in terms of time (e.g. ‘after’); or
® They can indicate something more abstract like cause (e.g. ‘because of’).

In Greek, they are always followed by nouns or pronouns in the acc., gen., or dat.
For example: i¢ + ACC. means ‘into’, so €i¢ trjv 8dAattav means ‘into the
sea’ (you can tell @dAattav is acc. from the def. art. trv).

® When a preposition is followed by a particular case, it is said to ‘take’ or
‘govern’ that case (so €ig + acc. = €ig ‘takes’ the acc.).

® When a noun or pronoun goes into this case because of a preposition, it is
said to be ‘governed’ by it (e.g. tv 8dAattav is ‘governed’ by €ig in the
phrase above).

Other prepositions we have met, together with the cases they take, are:

npds + ACC., ‘towards’, e.g. Tpog TNV Yijv, ‘towards the land’

ané + GEN., ‘away from’, e.g. &no oD mhoiov, ‘away from the ship’
¢k + GEN., ‘out of/from’, e.g. €k To0 mAoiov, ‘from the ship’

év + DAT,, ‘in’, e.g. &v tf] Oaldrry, ‘in the sea’

vvyyvyy

Some prepositions may govern more than one case and differ in meaning
depending on the case being taken, e.g. while npd¢ + ACC. means ‘towards’
(see above), mpd¢ + GEN. means ‘in the name of’, ‘from’, ‘under the protection
of’. For the moment, however, we will meet prepositions taking one case only.

» In general, it is important to think carefully about the meaning of the
preposition. For example, the meaning of ‘in’ in ‘Get in the boat!” is dif-
ferent from that in ‘she swims in the sea’ — the former &ig, the latter év.
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EXERCISES
1G: 5. Translate into English:

1. év toig éunopioig 6. &mod tv mholwv

2. glg T mAoix 7. TpOG T Eundpra

3. év @ Epyw 8. €i¢ t0 mhoiov

4. &mo TV GvOpwTWY 9. v 10ig Aéupoig

5. ék toU éumopiov 10. tpd¢ tovg avBpwmoug

1G: 6. Translate into Greek:

1. Out of the ship 5. Towards the life-boat

2. Into the life-boat 6. Into the ship
3. Away from the man 7. Towards the men
4. In the ships 8. Into the markets

PARTICLES

39. You will have noticed several short Greek words such as GAAd, ydp, ye, 8¢,
olv and so on. We have usually translated these with an English equivalent,
such as ‘but’ for &AAG or ‘for’ for ydp. Nevertheless the resulting translation
can often seem a bit unnatural in English, because particles often indicate
gesture, intonation, facial expression or attitude (e.g. &uadrg y’ €l, ‘why, you
are stupid!’) and this cannot necessarily be reproduced by a word-for-word
translation. To get your translation to sound natural in English, you will often
have to change it after the first attempt. You can also sometimes use exclama-
tion marks, inverted commas, etc. to capture the tone of the particle.

‘First-position’ particles
40. There are three particles which normally come first in the sentence or part of
the sentence to which they belong. These are:

® G&pa which introduces a question when there is no interrogative word like
“Who, What, Why?’ (e.g. &pa Tovg &vOpdmovg 6pdg; lit. ‘[question] the
men you see?’, ‘do you see the men?’)

® dAAG ‘but’

® «xai ‘and’, ‘even’, ‘actually’

‘Postpositive” particles
41. Most of the other particles you will meet for now are ‘postpositive’, lit. ‘after-

placed’, and usually come second in the sentence or clause to which they
belong, e.g.

® ydp, ye, 8, pév, obv, te.




