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Alexander’s supposed meeting with the mythical queen of the Amazons, Thalestris, is often regarded as more of a legend than fact according to most ancient and modern scholars. This is more than likely an exaggeration of the Scythian king’s proposal of the marriage to his daughter, possibly for propaganda reasons, as the Amazons are prominent figures in Greek culture and myth who have been associated with Heracles, Achilles and Theseus.[footnoteRef:2] On the other hand, there are some ancient sources (Antigenes, Cleitarchus, and Justin) that do believe that the romantic liaison between Alexander and Thalestris happened. Strabo accepted the existence of the Amazons, just not in the time period of Alexander, and also the geography mentioned by Cleitarchus was factually incorrect.[footnoteRef:3] Nonetheless, the Amazonian queen appears in almost every source on Alexander from the Alexander Romance to Arrian.[footnoteRef:4] [2:  Plut. Alexander. 46.3; Baynham, E. 2001: 116.]  [3:  Plut. Alexander. 46; Strabo. Geography 11.5.4. Baynham, E. 2001: 117.]  [4:  Baynham, E. 2001: 115.] 

It is generally accepted by the sources that mention Alexander and Thalestris’ meeting, that it happened after Alexander and his army had passed through the Caspian Gates in roughly 330-328 BCE. In our main surviving sources for this event, Thalestris is described differently: regina in Curtius, basilissa in Diodorus, and Minythyia in Justin.[footnoteRef:5] The Historia de Preliis differs in its account, as it details that Alexander wrote to Thalestris several times, with her also writing back, and this is a more likely occurrence than their meeting. Alexander’s first letter to Thalestris is arguably the most believable, but still curious in its nature, as it details the negotiation of access to the Amazonian territory, an appropriate tribute and the service of the Amazonian cavalry; this were likely demands of a king who wanted to expand his empire as far as possible, but makes no mention of any sexual encounter.[footnoteRef:6] However, if this encounter were to be true why is there no future mention of Thalestris or a child of hers and Alexanders? Walter’s Alexandreis, also mentions Thalestris’ encounter with Alexander having the purpose of having a child with Alexander, “She’d come to fill her womb and leave again to bear an offspring shared with such a prince”, although this account comments on the stature of Alexander, and her surprise at it this is documented in Curtius’ account of this event as well, likely an attack on Alexander’s character by Walter, “But sometimes mightier courage dwells inside a middling body”.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  Baynham, E. 2001: 116; Curt. 6.5.25; Diod. 17.77.1; Justin. 12.3.5.]  [6:  Historia de preliis. P.77; Chugg, A. 2012: 168.]  [7:  Zuwiyya, D. 2011: 197. Chatillon, W. Alexandreis. L. 44-46; 38-40.] 

 The accounts of Diodorus and Curtius Rufus differ greatly as Thalestris supposedly arrived with three hundred fully armed Amazonians for the sole reason of them conceiving a child together.[footnoteRef:8] However, this could be seen as controversial as the Amazons did not live with men or rely on them on providers. This account of Alexander and Thalestris could have been created as propaganda for Alexander to compare himself to the Greek heroes: Achilles, who is said to have killed Penthesilea, a queen of the Amazons, in the Trojan war; Heracles, who encountered the Amazonian queen, Hippolyta, and was tasked in retrieving her magical girdle as one of his labours; and Theseus, who fell in love with Antiope and abducted her. All these men had sexual relationships with Amazons supposedly like Alexander.  [8:  Diod. 17.77; Curt. 6.5.26.] 

Plutarch’s account mainly details the sources and whether they thought the event was fiction or not but does not conclusively take one side or the other, which is similar to Strabo’s account. Arrian has seemingly omitted the account of Thalestris from his history of Alexander but does occasionally mention the Amazons. Chugg claims that Arrian often suppressed some of the more colourful stories, because they conflicted with his idealistic view of Alexander as a hero and was unwilling to detail his love life because of his moral stance as a historian to avoid such matters. However, Arrian does confirm Plutarch’s account of a marriage offer from a Scythian king around this time.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Chugg, A. 2012: 169.] 

The modern scholarly view of the event is similar to Plutarch’s view - the Amazons existed but did not meet Alexander at any point. Furthermore, Plutarch writes about Alexander’s letter to Antipater and how it only mentioned a Scythian king offering his daughter’s hand in marriage. Had an event with Thalestris occurred, this would have surely been mentioned to one of his generals, although Plutarch’s Life of Alexander becomes disorientated with its location and chronology around these chapters so his account is also not the most reliable.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Plut. Alexander. 45-47; Baynham, E. 2001: 119.] 

The encounter between Alexander and Thalestris is probably a work of fiction created by those within his court for propaganda purposes connecting the king to the heroes of Greek myth whose achievements he would strive to emulate. The most likely reason behind this story would be the factual occurrence of the Alexander meeting a Scythian group led by a woman with the purpose of a marriage proposal and with the story of Cyrus’ fate at the hands of Tomyris, Alexander is hospitable to this ‘Amazonian party’, this event ‘created’ by Onesicritus would have enhanced Alexander’s and his own stature.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Man, J. 2017: 42.] 
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