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This written assignment aims to rigorously analyse the implications of contemporary government policies and legislative measures targeting activist groups and individuals deemed to be extremists. Emphasising the activist organisation Just Stop Oil, the discussion will investigate the ramifications of their actions on broader societal efforts to instigate meaningful change, particularly in the context of climate action. Moreover, the assignment will delineate the governmental responses to activist movements like Just Stop Oil, specifically referencing recent legislative developments such as the Crime, Police, and Courts Act (2022) and the Public Order Bill. This examination will also probe into media representations of these activist groups, considering the framing and narratives that influence public perception. The analysis will further explore the communicative strategies employed by activist organisations to convey their messages effectively and secure visibility among the public and the media. It will investigate the dynamics of activism, scrutinising how these groups articulate their goals and mobilise support to combat climate change and halt the exploitation of fossil fuels. This discussion will include a detailed examination of the specific forms of activism and extremism displayed during protests, drawing on empirical evidence to illustrate the lengths to which members of Just Stop Oil are willing to go in pursuit of their objectives and show how Brofrenbreens Ecological Systems Theory links all individuals discussed in writing. 

In recent years, the United Kingdom has experienced a surge of environmental movements advocating urgent responses to the climate crisis. Although these groups share similar objectives, their approaches to activism often differ. One notable instance of this divergence occurred in January 2023, when Extinction Rebellion (XR) announced its decision to cease disruptive actions directed at the general public. Meanwhile, peer organisations Just Stop Oil, and Animal Rising persisted with disruptive actions, believing such tactics were the most effective way to attract media attention to their issues (Scheuch et al. 2024). Corry and Reiner (2020) State In what ways do radical movements that aim for profound social transformation address immediate policy challenges. Activists participating in direct action outside the conventional political framework demonstrated policy expertise and objectives that were on par with or even exceeded those of individuals working within the system. Advocacy for radical change is associated with rather than against an understanding and interest in policy agendas (Corry and Reiner, 2020). Who are this activist group Just Stop Oil is a nonviolent civil resistance group in the UK. In 2022, we started taking action to demand that the UK Government stop licensing all new oil, gas, and coal projects (Just Stop Oil, 2025a). They have one primary demand, which is that the UK Government sign up to a Fossil Fuel Treaty to Just Stop Oil by 2030.‘Our governments must work together to establish a legally binding treaty to stop extracting and burning oil, gas and coal by 2030 and support and finance other countries to make a fast, fair, and just transition’(Just Stop Oil, 2025b). Just Stop Oil (2025c) stated that in 2022, we won our demand to end all new oil and gas, but the fight is not over. We have already passed 1.5C of warming, and we know we cannot afford to stop after this initial win. They are now asking for more people to join them as they aim for 2025 to reclaim Parliament. We are going to reclaim parliament for the people. Reclaiming it from the billionaires and the corporate interests that it serves. Reclaiming it from our current system, which places profit primarily. We aim to provide a spark needed to protect our communities and stop the extraction and burning of fossil fuels by 2030. We will send our message loud and clear - the system will fail sooner or later. We can determine what comes next. Whether you have been on the roads before or are new to the campaign, join us in 2025. The time has never been more critical for us to come together and resist (Just Stop Oil, 2025d). Being an activist with anyone, not just Stop Oil, brings you contact with the police; however, with (just Stop Oil e), Thousands of supporters face the legal system due to being involved in nonviolent direct action. But no one is left to deal with this on their 

own. When supporters of Just Stop Oil face legal consequences, they can contact Climate Action Support Pathway (CASP), an independent group set up to provide legal and emotional support. They provide training, legal cafes and detailed guidance to help you navigate all this (Just Stop Oil, 2025f). Recent climate demonstrations have been recognised for their extreme approaches and focus on the science and truth while calling for government-driven policy initiatives (Doherty et al., 2018). Social movements have influenced the world, toppling dictatorships and monarchies, creating democracies, prompting changes in local policies, and shifting public opinions on specific social and political issues. Depending on the state system's nature, society's characteristics, and the context of global geopolitics, they can alter or reshape the state and society. Additionally, movements do not necessarily disappear once they achieve their objectives; instead, as products of society, they are also subject to ongoing transformation (Shewly, and Geharz, 2023). Jenkins and Form (2013) contend that changes in social movements result from a distinct series of political interactions involving social movements, their supporters, adversaries, and authorities, which can lead to planned and unplanned achievements.
What constitutes extremism, and what strategies can be employed to counter it? A recent analysis (Cassam, 2021) identifies three types of extremism: ideological, methodological, and psychological. The psychological aspect, referred to by Cassam as ‘mindset extremism,’ is utilised to understand the factors that drive individuals to adopt extreme approaches. Consequently, we can argue that extremist methods can be addressed by preventing individuals from becoming mindset extremists. Cassam’s research on extremism is pioneering, particularly his explanation of mindset extremism, which provides a reasonable insight into the reasons that lead individuals to adopt extreme methods, a topic not previously articulated so succinctly in other works will concentrate on the overarching issue that Cassam’s perspective does not fully capture the social and group dimensions of extremism. This manifests in several ways. The first aspect I will examine is that it does not sufficiently differentiate between individual and collective expressions of extremism (Malcolm, 2023).



Numerous concepts can be applied to the Just Stop Oil campaigns, particularly value consensus or its absence, individualisation, the Marxist viewpoint on global power dynamics, and Durkheim’s theories regarding deviance and social transformation (Thomson,2024). Just Stop Oil urges individuals to reconsider their values, as illustrated in the FAQ on their website regarding 'why soup over art' – the main idea behind that is to prompt people to reflect on why they prioritise art over the climate if their frustration is directed solely at the art instead of the environmental issues (Thomson, 2024). Due to recent disruption caused by protesters, the government has introduced new legislation to act against them and make certain protesting acts punishable by law. The ability to protest peacefully is part of the essential human rights associated with Freedom of Assembly and Freedom of Expression, as outlined in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the European Convention on Human Rights, and the UK Human Rights Act 1998. The right to peaceful assembly encompasses conducting meetings, sit-ins, strikes, rallies, events, or protests. It serves to exercise numerous other rights, such as acting against (racial or religious discrimination. Everyone has the right to engage in demonstrations and organise them, and authorities are responsible for permitting and supporting such peaceful demonstrations (Von Wiese, n.d). The entitlement to protest has boundaries defined by the collective and individual rights of others, such as the right to life, personal safety, and the peaceful use of property and public areas. When rights come into conflict, we can apply fundamental and straightforward principles to navigate these disputes: we compare rights against one another and evaluate the justification for any limitations based on the principle of proportionality. This approach also applies to other rights and, in most liberal democracies, has proven to be quite effective regarding the right to protest (Von Wiese, n.d). This variation in approaches presents a chance to investigate how the media reports on various forms of climate action. Although there has been extensive research on climate activism in recent years, there has been comparatively little examination of how different protest strategies impact the amount and nature of media coverage. This kind of research is essential for two main reasons. Firstly, it assesses the “return on effort” for a rapidly expanding social movement that engages the time and energy of hundreds of thousands of individuals in the UK alone (Taylor and Watts, 2019, cited by Finnegan, 2022 ). Secondly, it may have indirect implications for the pace at which Britain decarbonises its economy. Previous research confirms the influence of media coverage on public opinion (Mutz and Soss, 1997; Huang et al. 2021), and 

Regarding views on climate change specifically (Chinn et al. 2020). The media plays a crucial role in shaping the dialogue surrounding climate issues, making news coverage a significant result of climate initiatives. It can alter the "Overton Window" regarding which perspectives are socially acceptable on a particular topic (Vo 2019). Recent studies on the effectiveness of climate change demonstrations have reinforced the crucial importance of media attention in the success of these protests (Fisher, Berglund, Davis, 2023). Additionally, the media is seldom impartial, as some news outlets significantly contribute to disseminating false information and hinder progress on climate issues (Painter, and Gavin, 2016). Painter and Gavin (2016) also state that the amount of climate scepticism in UK newspapers is rising annually and is frequently presented without a supportive perspective on climate issues. Lewandowsky (2021) further supports this argument by stating this issue is not limited to only right-wing media; even reputable sources frequently misinterpret fundamental facts regarding climate change.
The situation is different in the UK. In response to the Climate and Black Lives Matter protests in various British cities, the government enacted two laws that significantly undermine the right to protest. Both pieces of legislation were hastily approved by parliament despite opposition from legal experts, civil society groups, and the House of Lords (Von Wiese, n.d). Initially, the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Act 2022 introduced significant alterations to how law enforcement can limit the right to protest. It enhanced the authority of high-ranking police officials – including the highest-ranking officer present at any given moment – to enforce limitations on demonstrations (Von Wiese, n.d). DellaPorta and Dieter (1995) noted, In the pursuit of change, social movements are affected, moulded, and reinterpreted by their engagements with different societal groups, encompassing both political supporters and opponents." "Various researchers integrate insights on resources, opportunities, dangers, framing, identity, and ideology to clarify transformations within social movements. Alongside the prominent demonstrations, advocacy campaigns, and social media activities, groups and individuals have utilised discreet strategies to advocate for political results, such as partnering with specialised advocacy organisations or engaging with influential policy figures. The endeavour to influence policy results by convincing government representatives from nations at various levels of development has become an increasingly profitable enterprise (Dni.Gov, 2021). 

Non-profit organisations frequently spearhead advocacy initiatives and rely significantly on public backing, which has impacted government policies concerning diverse topics, including arms sales, nuclear non-proliferation, individual country policies, and development aid. Solid public support can be crucial for the success of an advocacy campaign (Dni.gov, 2024). A recent study examining advocacy effectiveness in European markets revealed that Ambition extends beyond immediate requirements. Additionally, as individuals in developing nations gain wealth, they frequently articulate growing economic and social expectations regarding material advantages, such as improved healthcare, housing, or education, which governments frequently struggle to deliver promptly (Dni.Gov, 2021). The European Union, which asserts its position as a global leader in combatting climate change, has frequently fallen short of this portrayal. Despite its strong climate messaging, EU leadership has often given in to corporate demands, placing profit above the immediate need for action (D’Emidio, 2024). Extremist climate activists who lack trust in politicians and governmental bodies might also be likely to reject the notion that alterations in policy could effectively address an issue as complex as climate change. However, it is argued that a catastrophist emergency perspective among climate activists leads to the depoliticisation of climate as an issue (Schlembach et al., 2012; Swyngedouw, 2010). Levantesi (2023) States that “othering” is a fundamental approach used in efforts to obstruct climate action. For instance, those who deny or delay climate change have used labels like “realists” and “alarmists” to undermine credible scientific alerts and link denier rhetoric with logic and realism. Most prominently, Just Stop Oil and Animal Rising. In the aftermath of XR’s decision to temporarily pause publicly disruptive actions, both groups reaffirmed their commitment to public disruption as a key part of their strategy (Gayle, 2023  cited in Scheuch et al, 2024). Scheuch et, al  (2024) state  These strategies involved obstructing traffic on key bridges and highways, carried out by Just Stop Oil, throwing soup on Van Gogh’s renowned painting Sunflowers as part of their protest, also by Just Stop Oil, and staging sit-ins at restaurants that serve primarily meat, orchestrated by Animal Rising, all intended to attract public and political awareness to their issues.
Besides deciding whether to appeal to the public or a specific segment of society (like political or business leaders), another critical aspect of protest strategies is the legality of these actions (Scheuch, et al, 2024). Engaging in illegal behaviours may deter 

Some members from volunteering due to the potential repercussions of law-breaking, which can pose an unacceptable risk for specific individuals, such as those on visas, primary caregivers, family breadwinners, or members of marginalised communities. In this sense, these individuals might perceive such illegal actions as exclusionary or uninviting. Nonetheless, if they successfully elevate public awareness of the issue by generating more media coverage related to climate concerns, including showing that others in society are willing to risk arrest for the cause, they may be justified (Scheuch, et al, 2024).
The new rules will crack down on dangerous disorder, following warnings from police chiefs that some protesters are using face coverings to conceal their identities, not only to intimidate the law-abiding majority but also to avoid criminal convictions (Gov.UK, 2024). Whilst police already have powers to ask individuals to remove these at designated protests, where police believe criminality is likely to occur, this new offence will empower officers to arrest individuals who disregard their orders, with those who flout the rules facing a month behind bars and a £1,000 fine (Gov.uk, 2024). The measures introduced in the Criminal Justice Bill will also make climbing on war memorials a specific public order offence, carrying a 3-month sentence and a £1,000 fine. This comes after recent incidents where individuals have broken away from large protests and scaled national monuments, demonstrating brazen disrespect to those who have given their lives for this country (Gov.uk, 2024b). The new bill will include Introducing a new offence of interference with key national infrastructure: This offence covers any behaviour which prevents or significantly delays the operation of key infrastructure, including airports, railways, printing presses and downstream oil and gas infrastructure. This offence will attract a maximum penalty of 12 months, an unlimited fine, or both (Gov.UK, 2024b). Introducing new crimes related to causing severe disruption through tunnelling. These crimes will cover the act of tunnelling, which includes forming a tunnel, participating in tunnel construction, and being present in a tunnel—whenever such activities lead to or have the potential to lead to significant disruption. The maximum penalties for these crimes will be up to 3 years in prison, an unlimited fine, or both. A person will not be prosecuted for an offence if they have a legitimate reason for creating or aiding in building the tunnel. A legitimate reason could include, for example, authorised roadworks. This law will also make it an offence to possess tunnelling tools with the intent that they may be used in connection with the aforementioned. 

Crimes. The highest penalty for these offences will be 6 months of imprisonment, an unlimited fine, or both. Other new legislation includes the Crime Police and Courts Act (2022). This will significantly impact Just Stop Oil and any group wishing to protest their cause. This legislation allows police to stop protests, from noise level disruptions to infrastructure impacts and travel disruption. The High Court issued an injunction prohibiting individuals from blocking motorways and other roads in specific areas of the UK. As a result, those participating in Just Stop Oil’s campaign and blocking a motorway can now face charges of contempt of court, which come with more severe jail time and unlimited fines, rather than just being charged with public nuisance offences that typically have minor penalties (Thomson, 2023). To connect the theory to the evidence presented regarding the actions of the activist's government and media, the most pertinent example would be Bronfenbrenner's Ecological Systems theory because it connects with all, not just the activist. Bronfenbrenner's theory regarding the influence of the social environment on human development has significantly impacted psychological research (Exploringyourmind.com, 2020). Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory is a key framework for understanding how social environments impact human development. This theory posits that the surroundings in which you are raised influence all aspects of your life. Social influences shape your thoughts, feelings, and preferences (Exploringyourmind.com, 2020). The microsystem includes intimate friendships, groups of peers, and the mesosystem. The exosystem comprises peer groups, media, and the family and community context, while the macrosystem addresses cultural norms and political ideologies. The chronosystem reflects changes in any of these dynamics and technology. These systems, as outlined in Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory, interact dynamically, influencing one another and ultimately shaping individual development (Explore psycoligy.com, 2025).

   
      






      Conclusion
This work highlighted who Just Stop Oil is, what it stands for, and its goals. It explores how they communicate their message and illustrates their willingness to take extreme measures, as demonstrated by their protest involving throwing soup on a famous artwork. It highlighted the new legislation put in place by the UK government, including the Crime Police and Courts Act (2022), and powers coming from the court making blocking roads a criminal act, highlighting the new powers granted to police to manage protests and demonstrations by activist groups, examined activism, how it was demonstrated, whether it crossed into extremism and the impacts it had. In general, sociologies of activism ought to pay attention to how contentious protesters engage with policy, and this could be theorised alongside rather than in opposition to identity when collective identity is characterised as a 'cognitive, moral, and emotional bond with a broader community, category, practice, or institution (Polletta and Jasper, 2001: 285). It explored the media's relationship, how it reported on activist groups and climate campaigners, and how this affected the public perception and attitude towards this cause. It highlighted the tactics and strategies Just Stop Oil, and others used to aid their fight for climate justice and the end of fossil fuels. It highlighted links to Marxism and other theories, such as othering, and how Bronfenbrenner's ecological theory linked all parties involved on different levels.
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