This supportive paper will explore the immediate aftermath of Stephen Lawrence’s tragic murder which occurred in 1993, the impact his death had on both the police and the public, as well as the long-term effects that can still be seen affecting us in the present day.

 Steven Lawrence was a young British Black man who was ‘’brutally murdered after being caught in a racial attack in Southeast London back in April 1993.’’ House of Commons Library, (2023). The significance of Stephen Lawrence’s death was not only limited to his close friends and family however, in fact, the case of Stephen Lawrence immediately captured the public’s and even the nation’s attention as it had revealed widespread issues of institutional racism within the Metroplitan police who were leading the investigation into his murder at the time. It would also serve as a sort of catalyst for the various changes that the police would later integrate in order to help ‘’improve race relations and prompt a fundamental rethinking of how the police and other public bodies engage with ethnic minority groups.’’ Narwal,J. (n.d.).

[bookmark: _Int_jGFYGReB] April 22nd, 1993,  as we have already established is when Stephen Lawrence was murdered, the day after on the 23rd April was when the Lawrence family launched their campaign to seek justice for the murder of Stephen, A police investigation is also simultaneously launched to catch the killers, however, early police action is criticised for lack of effort and effectiveness. A few weeks after the investigation has begun,’’ 2 suspects are arrested in connection with the murder of Stephen Lawrence which were Neil Acourt and Gary Dobson whose charges would be dropped due to insufficient evidence.’’ De Montfort University, (2023). Nearly a whole year later in April 1994 the Crown Prosecution Service would decide not to prosecute due to insufficient evidence. Then in September of that same year the Lawrence family would launch their own private prosecution against the 2 previously mentioned suspects Neil Acourt and Gary Dobson as well a newly emerged suspect known as Luke Knight. It would then not be until April 1995 that the private prosecution would begin led by the Lawrence family where they would continue until July of that year when the case would ultimately end up collapsing after the judge rules that identification evidence relating to the case is inadmissible. In February 1996, the Lawrence family meet with Nelson Mandela in London which brings significant international attention towards the case and its proceedings. The attention would have a big effect as in July that year, we see the inquest into the death of Stephen Lawrence conclude with the jury finding that he was ‘’unlawfully killed in a completely unprovoked racist attack by 5 white youths.’’ Sir William Macpherson of Cluny, (1999). Another year later in February 1997 the government announce a public inquiry into the case, led by a Sir William Macpherson. In March 1998 the inquiry begins and starts to examine the original police investigation into Stephen Lawrences death as well reported issues of institutionalised racism within the police. And then in February 1999, a groundbreaking report which would transform the police in the years to come named the ‘’Macpherson Report’’ is published and is used to highlight racism at both an individual and institutional level within the Metropolitan Police.’’ UK Parliament, (2021). 
 During the initial steps taken by the police during the investigation into the murder, the police would begin with an ‘’initial response to the murder and attending to Stephen Lawrence who at the time had already died due to his injuries.’’ De Montfort University, (2023). They would then move on to setting up a crime scene and proceed into the early stages of evidence collection at the scene of the crime itself which was later criticised due to a supposed lack of thoroughness during the evidence collection where key forensic evidence would go unnoticed and a lack of measures to prevent contamination would also become a key issue.  The witness interview stage of the investigation would also be criticized for how they communicated with Duwayne Brooks and how poorly they used the information he provided during the investigation. The police would later move on to identify a group of potential suspects in their investigation who were known to have associated with the local gangs and had histories of past racist behaviour. Police would later conduct house searches on suspects but were criticised for their manner and timing of handling this.  The police would communicate with the Lawrence family to a certain degree but were called out by them later on where the Lawrence family would state that ‘’their colour, culture and ethnic origin, and that of their murdered son have affected the way in which the case has been dealt with and pursued.’’ Fighting Knife Crime, (n.d).  

The Police faced many challenges during their investigating into Stephen Lawrence’s murder, one of which were the accusations of ‘’incompetence, insensitivity and racism in their response to the stabbing and Stephen’s parents and Dywane Brooks.’’ CARF, (1998). Public distrust was also quite a big challenge during the investigation as it disrupted the gathering of information and co-operation within communities, typically black communities which ended up slowing the investigation. Witness handling was also heavily scrutinised, particularly the handling of information given to them by Duwayne Brooks who was with Stephen Lawrence at the time of the attack and had ‘’always insisted that there was a 6th attacker in the incident.’’ House of Commons Library, (2023). Another big challenge that the police faced was the amount of insufficient evidence and legal problems that were prevalent throughout the investigation, which created issues relating to the admissibility and strength of the evidence gathered by the police.
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