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                                             PRESENTATION SCRIPT

INTRODUCTION
Good afternoon, my name is Josie and today I'm going to give a presentation on my chosen outdoor environment. I have chosen the local park, which is Park Howard in Lllanelli, there is so much to explore at this park, beautiful scenery, there are two children's play areas that suits different age groups. There is a walk path to take a stroll and listen to the sounds of nature. People take their dogs for a walk; children can play on fields and have picnics. During the summer months there is an outdoor pool area, for children to splash around with their friends. I have been coming to this park since i was a little girl and loved spending time with my family, i have brought my own children here and i have shared many memories with them, playing and exploring nature and now i will be bringing my own grandchildren here too, as i feel this park has so much to offer children, in their learning about the environment and nature. The park as i remember when growing up, was well known for wedding photography, because of the beautiful beds of flowers and the scenery, it captured the moment for couples. As i just recently visited the park, i found that they maintain it well, the flowers are still blooming and colourful which attracts your attention. The cleanliness as there was no litter in sight, they have recently added an attraction for children, which is a fairy garden, I have displayed photos in my scrapbook. It captures the imagination for the children as they go on a trail hunt to find the story. I decided to take both of my nephews aged five and seven to the park to explore the environment and to show them, and what we would find in our little adventure.  Along the way listening to the birds and children are curious of the noise around them, asking questions about what they see and hear. As walking up the path we see a squirrel eating a nut, the two boys were excited when seeing the squirrel, as we went closer the squirrel ran taking the nut with it and sat up the tree. The boys asked why it ran, i said it was more frightened of us than we are of the squirrel. For so many years the park has been also known for their duck pond, i used to take my children to go and feed the ducks, but as i got to the park i noticed that the duck pond was empty. I asked why and was told that the council had to drain the pond to carry out maintenance because the walls and floors were leaking, so they had to relocate the remainder of the ducks to the wetland centre. As shown in my scrapbook the pond is empty and does not know when the repairs are expected to be completed. The pond looks muddy water and is left like it has been abandoned, does not look good for the environment. Looking at different types of flowers and why we have so many, children begin to explore the different types of flowers, the textures, the scent as they smell each one, asking questions why there are so many different colours and they are so pretty. As we look closer, we find a butterfly with all its colour, which attracts them, i then explain how and where the butterfly comes from. Previously in my setting as shown in my scrapbook, we had a butterfly kit with all the essentials. I explained that a butterfly comes from a caterpillar, we put the caterpillar into an enclosed net and the children watched as the days went on how it grew; it was fed and by the seventh day it went into a cocoon and after two weeks it turned into a beautiful butterfly. With beautiful colours and the children were able to hold the butterfly and took it in turns, and then they released the butterfly and it flew away into the sky. It was so amazing to see and to educate children about the living things that live around us. As we were walking, we noticed a yellow ladybird which is in my scrapbook, the boys were a little confused as they only knew about red ladybirds, and they were quite interested to see, it was yellow with black spots. We then talked about the flowers and why we have them, in the summer they are not just for prettiness, they are planted to help the environment, to reproduce and support the wildlife. Plants and flowers provide food for insects and support birds and other animals. They provide nectar pollen for the bees and other insects. In the winter there are not so many flowers as it is too cold and less sunlight, which is why flowers need heat and sunlight to grow. My nephews enjoyed exploring and learning about living things and the environment and after having an ice cream they knew not to throw litter and that they asked where the litter bins were as they told me to never drop it on the floor and needs to go into the bin. 

MAIN ACADEMIC
Sustainability is essential for children to learn about nature and the environment, to help them understand about all the living things and the world around them. To learn and understand about how to protect the environment, by recycling, reduce waste and looking after the environment. Children can learn through outdoor activities, by providing in settings, growing and planting vegetables, flowers, children can help by watering them and watching them grow. When having circle time children can learn about animals and living creatures, through books, nursery rhymes and by role play. Providing activities that help children to understand the responsibilities and how to look after the environment.                                                                             Sustainability with our common future and the earth summit is relevant to the early years as it encourages children to care for the environment and to learn about the world around them.  According to (Jarvie, no date) in the early year's settings practitioners and teachers, can teach and show children how to look after the environment, this can be done daily by recycling and reusing materials for their activities. Providing a garden with plants, showing children how to water them and teaching them about nature. The common future report (1987) was published by the world commissioner on environment and development. The development meets the needs of the present, which as the ability of future generations and to meet their own needs. Children should be encouraged to be taught the importance of nature and should be supported through outdoor exploring and learning about the natural environment. Furthermore, (United Nations, no date) The Earth Summit (1992) was a united nations conference on environment and development, it focused on global action for sustainable development. The agreements came with the agenda 21 which was referred for the twenty-first century, that involved 179 countries with all different leaders to aim for change. The environmental education from an early age for nurseries and schools, is to adapt to practices reducing waste and creating eco-friendly environments. Helping children to understand about caring and learning about the planet, through play, storytelling, gardening and nature activities. Provide children to understand how to protect and respect the environment, different cultures and communities for climate change. These provide to prepare a foundation for the environment education in the early year's settings. They can also provide support for children needs and develop their social, emotional and cognitive skills, and to prepare them in a sustainable future. The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), is relevant in the early years as it focuses on the child’s voice for the future. It is the child’s rights to a sustainable future as sated in article 28, that children should be prepared to live and respect the natural environment and should have, the opportunity to learn how important that is the world around them. Article 12 states that children have the right to express their views and to be involved in choosing what to grow, how to care in their learning environment. The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) supports children's learning and the rights to health, education and a safe environment (UNICEF, 2022).  Furthermore, (Hwb, 2019) in Wales the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) is in the curriculum for the non-funded settings, it supports children to become ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. The five statements come together to contribute the four purposes of the curriculum, which is belonging, communication, exploration, physical development and well-being. The curriculum supports to promote an understanding the natural environment, landscapes, resources and industries in Wales and the rest of the world. Children will learn about nature and the environment.                                                                                    Furthermore, (Norcliffe and Bennell, 2010) says that in 1999 the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) made a commitment for sustainable developments in all the activities. The council for Wales had already made a curriculum for global issues and sustainable development, which included in the framework for personal and education in schools for most curriculum subjects.  Hands on learning provides children the opportunities to experience real life contexts, through activities such as, planting, recycling, materials and to allow children to actively engage with the environment. They can also help children develop their practical skills. According to (Pratheek, 2026) says Montessori believes in her classroom that sustainable practice teaches children to be independent, responsible and to connect to the natural world, by using eco-friendly materials and to recycle. Using the outdoor space helps children understand how to do gardening such as watching, planting and watering vegetables and to look after them. The main purpose is to educate the holistic approach for children to learn about nature hands on and for them to be curious about the world around them, to learn and understand for them to have a better future.  Learning from nature by having outdoors experience for children to develop their emotional connections with the natural world, living things and the environment such as, woodland walks, bug hunting, weather changes, gardening, physical development and it helps children with their well-being. According to (Froebel Trust, no date) Froebel says that children should experience nature in all aspects, he believes they can experience nature in their outdoor play area and in the wider environment.  Taking action is another way of children learning, as it contributes to sustainability through simple actions, caring for animals and the plants, picking up litter can help children understand that small actions can make a difference. To learn about responsibilities about looking after the environment. According to (Rudolf Steiner, 2026) he believed the experience of learning in the outdoors in nature, helps children connect to the environment and have a responsibility for their well-being. He values the natural materials and to respect the natural world.  Most theorists support the Education for Sustainable Development by encouraging all these aspects, through learning, respecting and caring for the environment, nature and the world around them, for creating a sustainable future.                                                             In the early year's settings, there are so many opportunities for children to experience and learn about the outdoor environment. To explore and learn about animals and living things, being curious in the outdoor space. But there are challenges and barriers why children may not be able to go outdoors, it could be for risks, lack of funding, staff ratios, some parents may not consent as they are anxious about safety concerns and weather permitted. According to (Maynard and Waters, 2007) cited in (Kiviranta et al, 2024) it has been made clear that weather conditions were the biggest barrier as the outdoor can only be use in pleasant weather. However (Froebel Trust, 2022) says practitioners can support families due to weather, explaining the importance that children need to learn and experience the seasonal changes, and to understand the weather changes. Teachers have lack of knowledge and motivation to use the outdoors and feel it can be challenging. This has led to teachers not using the benefits of the outdoor environment, and it took too much time to prepare and plan activities (McClintic and patty, 2015) cited in (Kiviranta et al, 2024). This can be due to lack of training and too much educational pressures. Furthermore (Dyment, 2005) cited in (Patchen et al, 2024) that time was not a barrier but found that, time pressure that is required of the curriculum affects the children going outdoors. Furthermore, (Waite, 2011) cited in (Patchen et al, 2024) has identified that teachers lack motivation in taking children the outdoors more and suggested if teachers were more motivated, they could overcome these barriers. According to (Tuuling,Oun and Ugaste, 2019) cited in (Kiviranta et al, 2024) that safety and prevention can be a risk and can be a challenge for outdoor learning when organising activities. The biodiversity it encourages children in the outdoors to experience and learn about nature; it improves their health and well-being and to enjoy nature (Haahtela, 2019) cited in (Kiviranta et al, 2024). In part 1, at the park the environmental is a biodiversity, it has plenty of green spaces, culture heritage, inclusion and it provides and encourages children to learn about the environment and nature, it is good for their health and well-being. The park is well maintained and children as young as babies, can learn and experience about nature. As i have had many years of experiences with my own children, learning about animals, living things and feeding the ducks. The children developed their physical, by running, playing games, climbing in the parks. Learned through play and exploration, understanding the world around them, watching the wildlife, squirrels running up the tree, watching birds fly and looking for bugs, and explained why there are so many especially in the summer. The park could support the wider citizenship by understanding nature and exploring the environment, learning about the living things. It can also support children's physical, social and emotional development. It can provide parents and other adults to interact with their child to connect with the environment and the wider world.

CONCLUSION
Learning about the environment and nature, is to understand why it is important for children as young as babies to learn and understand about the world around them. To look after the plants, animals, the wildlife and the natural environment. In the early years sustainability is to create an environment that can help and encourage children of today and for their future. The park in part 1 provides all the opportunities for children to develop skills and to experience, their learning about the environment, it offers families to spend time and enjoy the learning journey with their children. Children will learn about the environment and nature, and how to look after their planet for today and their future generations.
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