



This essay will discuss how crime and antisocial behaviour affects local communities, starting with the George Floyd (2020) case, analysing the Black Lives Matter protests and the seriousness of the antisocial behaviour that stemmed from such chaotic protests around the world. It will then go on to discuss the impact that crime and antisocial behaviour has on communities. For example, fear and distrust in their neighbours, devalued properties and the impact that has on landlords and housing associations. The victim commissioner (2022) made a speech on antisocial behaviour and the mental and physical impact it has on individuals and communities, and he described it as a ‘living nightmare’. This essay will then go on to discuss the 3 main principles of effective and appropriate police action, being legitimacy, accountability and proportionately. The impact on current and future trust between the police and the public will be explored, giving cases as to why the public lack trust in the police. For example, Sarah Everard (2021) and Stephen Port (2015). Including statistics on the decrease in the public’s trust over the last few years, and what can be done to gain the trust back. Then, it will discuss the effectiveness of engagement and community policing in order to build trust, as well as prevent and reduce crime and antisocial behaviour in communities, followed by a conclusion summarising all of the findings. 

On the 25th of May 2020, an African American, George Floyd died after being arrested by the police outside a shop. The shopkeeper had rung the police after Floyd had given him what appeared to be a fake $20 bill. He was arrested by a white American, police officer Derek Chauvin, while he was kneeling on Floyd’s neck while he was restrained and pinned to the floor. Bodycam footage of the incident shows Floyd stating over 20 times that he can’t breathe. However, the officer didn’t respond to it, resulting in his death. Chauvin was found guilty and charged with murder (BBC News, 2020). 

This incident was seen to be a problem with racism and discrimination between the police officers and racial injustice. Apata (2020) states that “the death of Floyd must be seen as the culmination of the process of systemic and structural racism”. Floyd didn’t deserve to have been murdered in result of his offence and there are arguments that if it was a white male, it wouldn’t have happened. This incident shows that suffocation became the characteristic feature as well as the weapon to contemporary racial injustice. 

In result of this incident, people from all around the world started to protest in solidary with protesters in the United States for the ‘Black Lives Matter’ protest. Some protesters were protesting for their own racial rights through past experiences of discrimination, while others were protesting for friends and loved ones (House of Commons, 2020). While there were some peaceful, law-abiding protests that took place, there were also some violent riots that involved anti-social behaviour (Met Police, 2023). 

Although some of the movements were peaceful, the ones that weren’t caused a lot of fear in the communities. The police in London arrested over 200 people under the CV Act 2020 for anti-social behaviour and their use of violence during the protest (Met Police, 2023). Police officers were being kicked and punched, pelted with missiles and fireworks and verbally abused. Not only did the police officers in the line of duty get disrespected, but the memorial of a former police officer PC Palmer, who was killed in the Westminster attack was disrespected after a man urinated on it (BBC News, 2020). This caused fear in the communities as the citizens that weren’t involved in the riots were too afraid to leave their houses with the potential threat of them being violently abused or attacked by the uncontrollable protesters. 
	
Anti-social behaviour is described in the Antisocial behaviour Act (2003) as 'behaviour by a person which causes, or is likely to cause, harassment, alarm or distress to persons not of the same household as the person’. It can range from crimes such as, graffitiing, street drinking, trespassing, littering and many other crimes. Anti-social behaviour effects communities because it causes distress to the people living in the area, and distrust in their neighbours (Met Police, 2023).  

In a community where antisocial behaviour is persistent and frequent, it doesn’t only affect the people living in the area, it also affects landlords and businesspeople. The impact that crime and antisocial behaviour has on properties is massive. For example, if there is a reoccurring report of graffitiing, trespassing or underage drinking, it devalues the properties in the area meaning landlords aren’t able to make their money back from the properties that they own, whether that’s to sell them or find tenants that are willing to live in that area. This also creates more pressure on housing associations because people that are living in the area with high rates of crime and antisocial behaviour don’t feel that it’s a safe environment to live and bring children up in the community, so they want to move house. This creates longer waiting lists, strains on relationships and anger towards the housing associations (Whyte. R, 2023). 

For example, in Swansea, the cheapest place to buy a property is Town Hill (Zoopla, 2019). Statistics given by the UK Police (2023) show that in the month of December 2022, there was 29 crimes reported, ranging from small crimes to major crimes. For example, antisocial behaviour, sexual and violence offences, and arson. On the other hand, the most expensive place to buy a property in Swansea is Southgate (Zoopla, 2019). Statistics show that in the month of December 2022, there was only 5 crimes recorded in that area. These crimes ranged between vehicle crime, public order and criminal damage. These statistics show that crime and antisocial behaviour does devalue properties, while the areas with lower crime rates are the most expensive places to live, purely because it is a safer and more friendly environment (UK Police, 2023). 

The victim commissioner (2022) describes crime and antisocial behaviour as ‘living a nightmare’ because of the way it makes the community fear, as well as suffer anxiety, bad routine, not getting enough sleep, and lots more. This is what the victim commissioner said about the effect it has on good people. 

“ASB is often downplayed as a petty, ‘low-level’ crime. But put yourself in their shoes – to suffer from ASB is an ordeal that causes misery, disturbs sleep, anxiety, work and relationships – leaving victims feeling unsafe and afraid in their own homes. It can feel like you are living a nightmare” (Local government association, (2023).

Effective and appropriate police action stems from 3 main principles. Legitimacy, accountability and proportionately. Legitimacy is a crucial part of policing, which is the main source of the public’s perception on policing. It is vital that police officers behave legitimately and have legitimate intentions in order to gain the trust of the communities they serve. Legitimacy is conforming to the law or to rules (Oxford dictionary, 2023). The public’s confidence and perception of the police gets damaged if police officers are seen to be acting in a way that if unfair, disrespectful or corrupt. In order to gain and maintain the communities trust it is their responsibility to behave within the code of ethics and the principles of policing (HMICFRS, 2017). Every police force in England and Wales is assessed on their legitimacy every year and are put into categories of outstanding, good, requires improvement or inadequate. In 2019, South Wales police was marked under the ‘good’ category for legitimacy. This means that South Wales Police force have given a good impression to the public and shown them that their intentions are true and that they are legitimate (HMICFRS, 2019). 

Accountability in the police force is important for effective and appropriate police action, this includes both what the police do and how they perform while doing it. British policing is based on policing by consent, meaning that in order for the police to be able to carry out procedures, functions and duties, the public have to approve their actions, and the police officers have to be held accountable for their actions and performance. This makes accountability essential to make sure that the police can respond to the public in a lawful way, without overusing their powers as a police officer. Similarly to legitimacy, police accountability lies with the trust and respect they gain from the public (Richards. G, 2022). 

Lastly, an officer’s use of force should be proportionate and lawful. This constitutes effective police action because the policing powers are compatible with the human rights and equalities legislation, so they should be used in a manner that doesn’t undermine people’s human rights (Brown. J, 2021). Any use of physical force by a police officer that transcends what is deemed to be appropriate and necessary to overcome and resolve a problem is classed as unreasonable use of force. Officers must ask themselves 3 questions when determining when, to what extent, force may be used in order to provide effective and proportionate police action. The core questions include; how immediate and grave is the threat posed? Is there any way to attain the lawful objective identified without the use of force? And finally, what is the minimum level of force required to attain the objective identified? (College of Policing, 2013). These questions contribute to an effective style of policing because it shows that the officer is being proportionate and not using their force where it is unnecessary. Being proportionate as a police officer is important for the public perception of the police because if a police officer uses their force to their advantage, it creates animosity and distrust against the police force. 

According to the crime survey for England and Wales 2022, the public confidence in the police has drastically decreased over the last few years. In 2017, 62% of the people said that they trusted the police. Whereas in 2020, it had decreased to 52%. While there is only a 10% decrease, it makes a huge impact on the polices ability to combat crimes. This is purely because in the UK the police, police by consent, meaning if the public don’t trust them, they aren’t going to give the police consent to carry out procedures (House of commons, 2021). 

Building the public’s trust as a police force is extremely important and beneficial to constitute and demonstrate effective policing. Good conduct and morals by police officers can enhance community interactions, communication and responsibility for addressing crime. It is fundamental to repair and improve any animosity between a police force and the community, whether it’s due to corruption, overuse of force, or even previous cases such as the George Floyd case that caused the public to question the intentions of the police force. Building the public’s trust can be done by providing training courses for the police officers, focusing on 3 main concepts. These include procedural justice, bias reduction, and racial reconciliation (USJOJ. GOV, 2023). 

In the UK, there has been many incidents that has affected the public’s perception and trust in the intentions of the police forces. While the incident with George Floyd happened in the United States, it caused a lot of distrust and animosity in the UK due to racism within the police force. However, there has been many corrupt incidents in the UK that also gives the public reason to believe the police are bad people. For example, the kidnap, rape and murder of Sarah Everard by a police officer in 2021, as well as the Stephen Port case in 2015 where the failings of the police assisted in more lives being lost. These types of cases cause distrust and disbelief in the police forces because the public have evidence that there are some corrupt police officers, so why would they conform to the request of a police officer when their intentions aren’t clear? (Mynenko and Ditcham, 2022).

Billie Dee is a 30-year-old woman with brown skin and braids, from London who was disrespected by the police when she was 17. She states “I will never ever call the police if I was in trouble” after she was told she was being aggressive for asking why she was being stopped and searched. The police officer then said she “looked like she smelled of weed” (Milan, 2022). This causes problems with the current and future trust in the police because if people feel this way and are willing to spite themselves when they are in trouble because of bad experiences with police officers, it makes it harder to police the public. The amount of crime reports will decrease, meaning the police won’t know what measures to put in place to combat crimes that they’re unaware of. 

When it comes to preventing and responding to Antisocial behaviour in communities, the police aren’t the only people that can get involved. In every division, there is a local councillor with a dedicated phone number for people to get in touch with to report things such as antisocial behaviour. If you are a tenant or a leaseholder, you can also call your housing association or landlord because they have specific powers to tackle problems such as antisocial neighbours (HM government, 2021). 

Engaging with the public and listening to their needs and ideas can not only help build a relationship with them, but also reduce and prevent crime. This gives the public the opportunity to question and understand the legitimacy of the police actions. This can prevent crime because it is giving the public the chance to share their thoughts and participate in problem solving, hopefully working with the police, instead of against them. Neighbourhood policing is a good way to accomplish this, because it allows the community to become familiar with the police officer and build a relationship with them, rather than lots of different officers (College of policing, 2013). 

Overall, it is clear that crime and antisocial behaviour in communities is in dire need of authority. Although the protests after the incident with George Floyd were for the rights of black lives, they were needlessly violent which caused a huge dissimilarity between the public and the police (BBC News, 2020). However, while there was a lot of disrespect towards police officers and former police officers, the protests weren’t all bad. There were some peaceful protests by people that genuinely wanted to seek respect and equality (MET Police, 2023). There is a history of problems with antisocial behaviour in communities, ranging from minor to major crimes. As evaluated earlier in this essay, the impact that crime has on the people of the community is huge. It creates fear and makes people feel unsafe in their own homes (The Victim Commissioner, 2022). Not only does it affect the emotional side of people, but also the economic side. The crime level statistics given by the UK police (2022) show that the areas with the most crime and antisocial behaviour, are the cheapest areas to live. This devalues properties because nobody would pay a lot of money to live in an unsafe area. From the George Floyd incident, along with a lot of other incidents, it has caused the public to lose trust in the police and question their intentions. Billie Dee had such a bad experience through corruption that she states she will “never ever call the police if she was in trouble”. This animosity causes the polices job a lot harder to catch criminals, as well as prevent crime, as they are unaware of it. The prevention of crime and antisocial behaviour is more successful with the community’s engagement. The college of policing (2013) say that police officers engaging with the public is a good way to hear their thoughts and ideas on tacking crime in their communities, as well as giving them an opportunity to question the police and get a better understanding of their intentions. 
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