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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Within this task I will be reflecting upon a policing incident where I have played in a significant role. I will give a detailed account of what happened, I will explain the support that was offered and the importance of police and other agencies working together to provide support victims of crime.
I will explain how I demonstrate an appropriate approach to the incident and the variety of approaches that could be used. There will be a clear insight into victimisation and how police tackle this issue and also a clear analysis of evidence led policing.

The incident I will be reflecting upon is that of domestic abuse, however within this incident there were signs of manipulation and control and coercive behaviour which needed to be addressed. I also identified that the victim presented as being manipulated by their partner and due to this was vulnerable on the basis that they did not understand the significance of what was happening to them. Within this case prior to my arrival with the victim the offender had already been arrested however at that moment only for an offence of assault.

The incident was reported initially as an assault whereby it was alleged that a male had hit his girlfriend to the side of the face leaving a black eye. This kind of injury is consistent with that of a section 47 assault amounting to actual bodily harm which is an offence under the Offences Against the Person Act 1861. This is supported by Britton Time (2022) who states that actual bodily harm (ABH) is a form of assault where harm has been caused to another person body, further elaborating on this it states that the harm does not necessarily need to be serious however needs to be more than that of a push or a shove.

When obtaining a statement for the offence of assault I attempted to gain the victims trust and ensured they were aware that my main objective is to help and safeguard her. Whilst taking the statement it was also disclosed to myself numerous other offences that had taken place around the time of the alleged assault. At this point I begun considering an offence of control and coercive behaviour. 

There are several points which need to be satisfied for an offence of controlling and coercive behaviour to be complete. The first being that the both the victim and the subject must be personally linked, this could be in the way of a family member or of a partner. Another is that they must both be over the age of 16, and then that the behaviour displayed from the subject to the victim displays controlling or coercive behaviour which could cause serious harm and the subject knows or ought to know it could cause serious harm (CPS, 2017). This is further elaborated on by Meredith (2023) who states that “Coercive control is a form of domestic abuse involving a pattern of threats, humiliation and intimidation”. 

According to Bryant and Bryant (2020 p.300) “A new offence of controlling and coercive behaviour in an intimate relationship was introduced by the serious crime act 2015”. It is documented that the reason for its inception was to tackle issues surrounding patterns of violent abuse which did not meet the criteria of an assault, stalking or harassment. 

When obtaining details from the victim it was explained that the victim had been in a relationship with the offender for three years and almost immediately after the beginning of their relationship issues started to arise, these issues have escalated and when speaking to the victim it was disclosed that the male had taken control of her bank accounts and had financial control of her. It was also disclosed during this time about the relentless verbal abuse and emotional trauma the victim is subject to on a regular basis. I identified that there may be more issues to discuss and during the disclosure with the victim it was revealed that the subject also controls what and when the victim eats and is excessively jealous when the victim leaves the house. this in turn has had such an emotional bind on the victim that they constantly feel as though he is watching her even when he is not around and she knows where he is. It was very clear when supporting the victim through disclosures that she was absolutely terrified of this male.

I identified vulnerability when talking to the victim who was upset when disclosing details to myself that I felt that involvement would be necessary from a range of different support agencies and sources. Within the police when dealing with vulnerability it is important to adapt an approach which follows the acronym of THRIVE. This acronym explains that officers should consider threat, harm, risk, investigation, vulnerability, and engagement. This is supported by the College of Policing (2021) who states that a person is deemed vulnerable if that based on the situation, they are in are unable to protect themselves from harm, risk of harm or exploitation. 

I enquired with the victim as how they felt they could be better safeguarded and supported, it was mentioned they felt they would benefit from social services and council housing involvement where she hoped a plan could be put in place to rehouse her away from the area and to provide her with some form of carer. When dealing with this incident I also contacted the police domestic abuse safeguarding team and explained that there was a requirement for themselves to be aware of the incident and explained my concerns such as the fact that the victim did not have access to a phone anymore, I illustrated the importance of trying to get a new phone to her as this would be her way to contact police should any escalation occur.

I liaised with other agencies and submitted referrals to ensure thorough safeguarding is provided. Due to risk identified I deemed it necessary to make a referral for a MARAC meeting to take place. According to West Midlands Police (2023) “A multi-agency risk assessment conference is where information is shared about domestic abuse cases deemed to be high risk”. Within this conference there are representatives from a variety of services and local authorities, these include the police, health, schools, independent domestic abuse advisors (IDVA) council and housing. The importance of working with partnership agencies is highlighted by Bryant and Bryant (2021, P.169) who states, “a multi-agency approach is recommended to provide protection and support to the victims and their dependants”.

The importance of a multi-agency approach to dealing and safeguarding during a domestic abuse incident is supported by Bryant and Bryant (2020) who states that multi-agency approaches are important in order to prevent and assist cases of domestic abuse. It is further elaborated on from Bryant and Bryant (2023) that IDVA’s (Independent Domestic Violence Advisors) provide independent support and safety planning for victims are important for a number of reasons, one benefit of IDVA’s is that they can be used as expert witnesses in domestic abuse cases and can also help the police fast track an investigation.

There also other ways in which a victim can be safeguarded, for example home security systems can be put in place such as alarms, additional phones, and CCTV. Alongside these police can assist with the safeguarding by putting in place watch schemes, this would be where a support network is put in place and neighbours, family members and other agencies will contact the police in the case of escalation. Police can also assist by performing more frequent patrolling in the area, this in turn can also help reduce repeat victimisation. Repeat victimisation is likely to reduce with more police patrols as police act as a natural deterrent for crime and can be viewed as an inhibitor to a offender when committing crime.
When considering the most effective ways to tackle repeat victimisation one way in which repeat victimisation can be deterred is by utilising the ten principles of crime prevention. These principles are target hardening, target removal, reducing the means, reducing the payoff, access control, surveillance, environmental change, rule setting, improving the chances of being caught and deflecting offenders (West Yorkshire Police, 2023).

In this incident a number of these principles can help reduce the victim being a victim to a further crime. For example, target hardening which can be achieved by upgrading doors and windows with locks and in the cases of financial crimes making accounts harder to get into through further security. Another one would be reducing the means to be able to commit the crime for example in the case of domestic incidents having the offender taking off the tenancy agreement and also taking the key off them if they have possession of one. If this cannot be achieved leaving a key in the back of the locked door can assist in preventing access to a person’s property. surveillance can help deter offending also and the installation of CCTV. Another consideration could be if the victim is out in the community to ensure they do not use backroads or lanes and try to stay near buildings or area which are known to be covered by cameras. Within this incident the council could assist in putting in place principles of crime prevention for example moving the victim to another address where the offender will not know where they are or how to contact them.

Crime prevention principles are not only applicable to domestic abuse incidents but can be used in a variety of different crimes, for example thefts from a shop, with implementation of CCTV and making regularly stolen items more difficult for thieves to acquire proving a useful deterrent for crime.
When considering the details about repeat victimisation it is important to also consider repeat offending. According to GOV (2021) “a reoffence is when someone commits another offence within 12 months of being released from custody”. It goes on to state that a reoffence can also occur if a crime is dealt with out of court and can apply to individuals who receive a reprimand, caution or other punishments.  When considering reoffending steps are put in place within the prison system to help reduce reoffending this is done by offering prisoners the completion of courses and providing them skills, they can use upon release back into the community. 

It is believed that many people reoffend as they feel they are not prepared to be placed back into society. This is supported by the Ministry of Justice (2023) who states that to reduce reoffending whilst in custody it is important for prisoners to engage in training and employment opportunities whilst in prison. It is also important for engagement from the prisoner’s probation and resettlement worker which may assist them in securing housing/employment upon release. 

The reoffending rate in England and Wales particularly with young people is elaborated on by Pinnock (2014) who states that close to three quarters of young people who are released from custody reoffend in 12 months. 

There are many reasons that people reoffend, some people who reoffend are believed to have a general disposition to lead a life of criminality this could be due to them experiencing adverse childhood experiences. Another is that people who commit crimes will often associate with others who also commit crimes and have no intention of stopping leading to a lot of peer pressure to continue their illegal activities. 

Another reason is that if a person has documented drug misuse problems this provides another barrier to stop reoffending as their addiction could be the reason they need to continue committing crimes, potentially in order to their fund their habit.

In conclusion to effectively reduce crime and provide safeguarding and support to those in need there are several things to consider. It is important to understand the agencies and options available and a multi-agency approach from all different types of sectors such as housing, employment/education and social services is massively important to both help the victim and prevent the subject from reoffending. It is evident that there are several ways to prevent crime and understanding them all could be the key to stopping crime at the source.

(word count 2035)





 
 





Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 




Task 2 Option 1: 

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum:


Response Policing

A core part of the policing mission is to prevent crime and disorder. Domestic abuse causes both serious harm and constitutes a considerable proportion of overall crime

You should choose a domestic abuse incident that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role in providing a response.



	 

 Critically assess the challenges associated with a domestic abuse incident that you have attended, and the strategies developed for effective policing in such challenging situations. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




ANSWER:

Within this task I will be reflecting upon a domestic violence related incident in which I played a significant role in obtaining a positive outcome.

Within this task I will give a brief overview of the circumstances of what happened, I will illustrate how some domestic incidents can be complex in nature and I will also explain what thorough safeguarding I put in place for the victim. I will demonstrate my understanding of domestic abuse, the importance of partnership working and also the methods in which police identify risk.

GOV (2012) views domestic violence as “any incident or pattern of incidents of controlling, coercive or threatening behaviour, violence or abuse between those age 16 or over who are or have been intimate partners or family members regardless of gender or sexuality”. This is expanded on by Bryant and Bryant (2020, P300) who mentions that the abuse can be performed in a variety of ways including but not limited to psychological, physical, sexual, financial, and emotional abuse.

Due to this explanation of how domestic abuse cases can arise, when dealing with incidents police officers could deal with a variety of different domestic violence incidents. This could include people who are married, people who are ex-partners or even those who have never been in a relationship but are however in the same family with both parties being over 16 for example if two brothers were fighting and both were over 16 this would also be viewed as a domestic violence incident.
Domestic violence is becoming increasingly more prevalent in local communities, this is supported by Brown (2022) who states that during the first lockdown in 2020 within the CPS domestic incidents made up around 52% of their workload. 

All incidents’ police deal with can be complex in nature, dependant on the unique circumstances of the incident, however domestic violence incidents also face a variety of complex issues which need to be considered and overcome to assist in the prosecution of offenders. With domestic incidents it can be observed that a lot of victims do not see the case through to the courts with attrition of victim support of police occurring quite frequently. According to Brown (2022) “there are complex reasons they may not see through a prosecution – love, shame, guilt, isolation, fear of the process and language barriers just to name a few”. 

The desire for tackling domestic incidents is so strong that both the police and the CPS are now working towards evidence led prosecutions should the victim be supportive of police action, this is where rather than rely on the victims statement/account the importance for proceeding with a case is focused more on witnesses, initial disclosures, and CCTV footage.

When dealing with domestic violence incidents the police’s primary concern is to ensure everyone involved is safeguarded. One thing that Gwent police is now doing is offering additional safety measures to victims of domestic, this is in the way of a safety pack given to approximately 1,200 victims across the force, these packs include, alarms, door jams, a video doorbell and advice booklets. These victim safety packs have been allowed due to support from Welsh government, by way of a grant (Gwent Police, 2022).
A case I will be reflecting upon is that in which a call came in where it was alleged by the reporting person that her son had smashed to window to her home address and during this incident it was alleged, he had also assaulted his girlfriend. When dealing with this incident the first thing I noticed is that given the age of all party members I now have two separate incidents, one of which is an offence criminal damage against the mother’s property and the other being that of an assault from the offender against his girlfriend. 

I attended the home address of the mother who is also the victim of the criminal damage. prior to myself attending initial disclosure had already been received by both the mother and the girlfriend and it was deemed necessary that the offenders arrest was required. Following attendance, I introduced myself to the mother and explained why I was there. I asked if her son was home to which she replied yes and subsequently located and arrested him. One of the things I immediately noticed during this call is that all 3 parties did not see any issue in what had occurred.

Once the suspect had been detained in custody, I returned to the home address to conduct enquiries such as checks for CCTV opportunities, house to house enquiries and to obtain a statement/account from both the mother and the girlfriend. When conducting these enquiries, it became evident how complex this case would be. Neither the mother or girlfriend was willing to support police involvement and following enquiries being conducted there was no CCTV opportunities or no witnesses who could provide an insight into what has happened. The damaged window had also been repaired prior to my arrival.

It was also important upon returning to the home address to complete a domestic abuse, stalking and harassment checklist. This is a useful tool used by police to better understand what has happened at the incident but to also help break down barriers and identify any underlying issues that have not been addressed so far. The questions within the checklist can help officers better understand the relationship dynamic of the victim and subject but also help identify any triggers to domestic abuse behaviour such as alcohol, drug misuse or financial issues.

The issue that became clear was that in this call there was going to very little if any evidence to support a prosecution and ultimately in domestic violence cases the crown prosecution service will be consulted as the decision makers in whether to charge or not. This is supported by CPS (2022) who states, “charging decisions in DA cases must be made by the CPS and not the police”. 

This posed a problem as in domestic incidents safeguarding the victim is the main concern and with the lack of evidence of any offence it would not be deemed applicable to apply bail conditions. This partnered with no evidence of any injuries to any parties meant that the case could result in no further action being taken. 

When considering whether there would no further action taken when considering the decision makers being the CPS it’s important to consider what the CPS look for when deciding whether to prosecute and that is the full code test. According to the CPS (2018) crown prosecutors must consider two things when considering charging, the first is whether the case has enough evidence to provide a realistic prospect of conviction and also whether or not the case is in the public interest, these being called the evidential stage and public interest stage respectively. 

A decision was made considering the fact the case is likely to result in no further action to seek authority to place a Domestic Violence Protection Notice (DVPN) on the offender. This would provide safeguarding to the victim where bail conditions are unlikely to be granted. A DVPN is a non-molestation and eviction order which can issued by the police, this notice prevent the offender from having contact with the victim and generally ensures they stay at an alternate address, the DVPN lasts for 48 hours, and an application is then put in place to magistrate’s court where a Domestic Violence Protection Order may be granted for up to 28 days (GOV, 2022). A DVPN can be a complex procedure due to the fact lots of considerations are taken when police grant one.

The first being that the two-part process must be met for a DVPN to be considered, this two part process is that the police must have reasonable grounds to suspect violence or the threat of violence has been made to the victim and that the DVPN is necessary in order to protect the victim from violence or threat of violence (Safeguarding hub, 2022). A DVPN must be presented to a police officer of superintendent rank or higher for approval the superintendent officer then becomes the authorising officer. 

They must be presented with the full circumstances of the incident, along with any relevant history of the two parties, any views and representations made by both the victim and suspect. This does not necessarily mean that if a victim does not support the DVPN that it will not be authorised. The authorising officer will also need ensure that the victims and subjects human rights are not infringed upon when considering granting a DVPN and considerations are also taken as to whether the DVPN will result in someone becoming homeless or being evicted from their own home.

Within this case there also is added complexity as considerations need to be made if there are any children at the address. this is due to the fact even though the incident may not have involved them there is the chance that they may have witnessed what has happened or may be at risk of being exposed to an incident in the future, there were children identified at the address at this particular incident and a welfare check was swiftly conducted on them, it was fortunate that within this particular incident they had not witnessed anything and were completely oblivious as to why police were at the house. 

If the children at the address witnessed the incident, then this is considered when the decision for a DVPN is made, a child witnessing a domestic incident could result in them suffering the effects of adverse childhood experiences (ACE’S) later in life. According to Liverpool CAMHS (2023) “Adverse childhood experiences are stressful or traumatic experiences that can have a huge impact on children and young people throughout their lives”.

There are signs that police officers may identify when at scene that a child has witnessed a domestic violence incident, this includes anti-social behaviour, attention seeking, tantrums, eating disorders, illness, night terrors/bedwetting (NPSCC, 2023). NPSCC (2023) further illustrates the impact that domestic abuse incidents on children by stating that living in a home that where domestic abuse occurs can have health and behaviour impacts on the children which can continue into adulthood.
This statement is also supported by Safe Lives (2017) who states that children growing up in households where domestic violence occurs can cause stress and trauma, it can impact the child’s social development and ultimately can lead to the child taking up more risky behaviours such as alcohol and drug use.

Due to the concerns raised on the basis of what the incident was, how it occurred and who was present at the address when it occurred there was clear risk identified where a strategy may need to be discussed with partnership agencies to ensure thorough safeguarding. 

These concerns that the officer have can be shared using a document known as a Public Protection Notice (PPN), according to South Wales Police (2021) “a PPN is an information sharing document which allows officers to record safeguarding concerns when identified”. This document in turn can be shared with various agencies such as social services, schools, and the local authority and together a working strategy is developed and put in place dependant on the circumstances of the call. 

Generally, within these documents there will be mentions of the presentation of the house and the person who is at risk, certain things such as cleanliness, food and physical and mental wellbeing are considered when making this document. 
In reflection I feel this incident was particularly complicated on the basis that the parties involved did not understand the severity of what is going on and how it needs to be urgently addressed. This partnered with the fact there were children at the address and also the distinct lack of evidence police can use meant a variety of a different options were considered in order to prevent reoccurrence and protect everyone involved. With the DVPN being considered putting even more complexities into an already complex case. 


(word count 2002)






Task 2 Option 2: 


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Policing Communities

Criminal justice faces ever more challenges from society. While official figures show a drop in police recorded crime in the UK the distribution of crime shows a more complex pattern with violent crime showing a rise. 

[bookmark: _Int_iqtpDieQ]In regard to community policing chose an incident that you have attended that presented a complex issue for the community, and that you played a significant role in providing a response.


	
 Critically evaluate a range of interventions that you have employed to promote community engagement that assisted in resolving the issue. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 
















Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 4


Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Information and Intelligence

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.



	 
Critically analyse an investigation, that you have led, commenting on the effectiveness of the National Intelligence Model and the importance of the role played by cross border cooperation in relation to your information and intelligence. 
Reference how effective information and intelligence was used within your operation, and how you used specialist intelligence toles to support your complex investigation.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)






Answer: 


























Task 2 Option 5

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Conducting Investigations

You should choose an investigation that you have been involved in that was of a complex nature, in which you played a significant role.


	
Critically evaluate the processes employed in a complex investigation you have been involved in, and the fast-track actions that you have utilised.


Evaluate the support you have provided to victims, witnesses, and offenders (where appropriate) during a complex investigation and reference the management of your own personal values and attitudes in relation to this.

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





Answer: 
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